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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Landscape Character Assessment of the Richmondshire Local Plan area provides an in-depth
understanding of the study area’s landscapes that can assist in informing judgements and decisions
concerning the management of landscape change.

The objectives of the Landscape Character Assessment are to:

« Identify, map and describe the patterns, features and elements of the various landscape
charactertypesandareaswithinthe studyareathat contributetodefininglocaldistinctiveness.

« Develop landscape principles and guidance to inform the decision-making process and help
manage change in a sustainable and positive manner.

The Landscape Character Assessment was undertaken in line with the principles of Natural
England’s technical guidance ‘An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, 2014’.

Informed bythe desk study andfield surveywork, the study area’s landscapesare characterised by
classifying, mapping and describing the landscape. Physical and cultural influences combine to
create the unique and distinctive character of the study area’s landscape. The study area is
characterised by a diversity of upland and lowland landscapes, which are represented by six generic
Local Landscape Character Types and 49 component Landscape Character Areas that together
comprise the landscape classification for the Richmondshire Local Plan Area, as identified in the
table below.

For each Local Landscape Character Type, its key characteristics and character are described.
The Local Landscape Character Types alsoinclude an evaluation of the key Sensitivity to Change
Issues based on desk studies, field survey and stakeholder consultation. Guidance for managing
landscape changeto protect, manage and enhancethe physical/ecological, cultural/historicaland
aesthetic/perceptual character of each Local Landscape Character Type is also provided.

More detailed descriptions are provided for the constituent Landscape Character Areas, which
include a summary of their key characteristics, descriptions of the current and historic landscape
character, evaluation of their Landscape Condition and an evaluation of the key Forcesfor Change
thatcurrently, or potentially mayinthe future, influence the condition of the landscape components
that give each Landscape Character Areaiits distinct and recognisable local identity and sense of
place.

Overarchingprinciples and guidance for managing landscape change are also providedto help
ensure that the characteristic landscape features that make a key contribution to local
distinctiveness and sense of place withinthe study area are appropriately protected, managed and
enhanced by proposals.

The Landscape Character Assessment provides a common framework and source of baseline
information about Richmondshire’s landscapes within the study area. This common framework
providesabasisforadopting anintegrated, positive approachtomanaginglandscape changebyall
those involved with, or that have an interest in, the planning, design and management of
Richmondshire’s landscapes.
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Local Landscape Character Types

Landscape Character Areas

Upland Landscapes

A - Moors Al: Marrick and New Forest Moor
A2: Throstle Gill/Marske Beck Moor
A3: Gayles and Marske Moor

Ad.

Preston and Stainton Moor

A5:

Downholme and Hipswell Moor

AB:

Witton Moor

A7:

Tan Hill Moor

B - Moors Fringe

B1:

Newsham Moors Fringe

B2:

Dalton and Gayles Moors Fringe

B3:

East and West Layton Moors Fringe

B4.

Melsonby Moors Fringe

B5:

Whashton Moors Fringe

B6:

Marrick and Marske Moors Fringe

B7:

Richmond West Moors Fringe

B8:

Richmond East Moors Fringe

B9:

Downholme Moors Fringe

B10:

Colburn Moors Fringe

B11:

Stainton Moors Fringe (North)

B12:

Scotton Moors Fringe

B13:

Preston-under-Scar Moors Fringe

B14:

Stainton Moors Fringe (South)

B15:

Hauxwell Moors Fringe

B16:

Tunstall Moors Fringe

B17:

Middleham Moors Fringe

B18:

Witton Moors Fringe

B19:

Spennithorne Moors Fringe

Lowland Landscapes

C - Dale

C1:

Lower Swaledale (Richmond West)

C2:

Lower Swaledale (Richmond East)

C3:

Mid-Swaledale

C4.

Lower Wensleydale

C5:

Lower Coverdale

D - Narrow Valley

D1:

Ravensworth Narrow Valley

D2:

Gilling Narrow Valley

D3:

Skeeby Narrow Valley

E - Broad Valley

E1l:

Cliffe Broad Valley

E2:

Stapleton Broad Valley

E3:

Dalton-on-Tees Broad Valley

E4:

Brompton-on-Swale West Broad Valley

ES:

Brompton-on-Swale East Broad Valley

E6:

Leyburn Broad Valley

E7:

Middleham Broad Valley

ES8:

Ulshaw Broad Valley

F - Vale

F1:

Caldwell Vale

F2:

Aldbrough Vale

F3:

Barton and North Cowton Vale

F4:

Moulton Vale

F5:

Eryholme Vale

F6:

Constable Burton Vale

F7:

Hornby Vale
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1.0

1.1

111

112

113

1.2

121

122

INTRODUCTION

Background

In April 2019, Richmondshire District Council appointed Chris Blandford Associates (CBA)
to prepare the Richmondshire Landscape Character Assessment & Landscape Sensitivity

Study (the ‘study’).

The study comprisestwo volumesthatshould be considered and usedin conjunctionwith

each other:

« Volume 1-Landscape Character Assessment (this document)

« Volume 2 - Landscape Sensitivity Study (separate document)

Together, these studies enable better-informed decisions to be made about the future
management of landscape change. They provide valuable tools for the Council to use in
its role as the Local Planning Authority with regard to assessing and monitoring the
landscape implications of potential site allocations in the new Local Plan and planning
applications. The studies are also intended to provide useful sources of information and
guidance for developers, stakeholders and the general public with respect to informing

proposals for landscape change.

Purpose of the Landscape Character Assessment

The purpose ofthe Landscape Character Assessmentisto provide evidencetoinformthe
Richmondshire District Local Plan review in line with the requirements of the National
Planning Policy Framework and Planning Practice Guidance in respect of landscape

considerations.

The Landscape Character Assessment aims to help ensure that change and development
respects Richmondshire’s landscape character within the study area, and that key features

are conserved and enhanced.
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1.2.3 The objectives of the Landscape Character Assessment are to:

« Identify, map and describe the patterns, features and elements of the various landscape
character types and areas within the study area that contribute to defining local
distinctiveness.

« Develop landscape principles and guidance to inform the decision-making process and

help manage change in a sustainable and positive manner.

1.3 Policy Context

131 The Landscape Character Assessment reflects the principles of the European Landscape
Convention, the Government’s National Planning Policy Framework (2019) and latest
Planning Practice Guidance, and current guidance provided by Natural England’s ‘An
Approachto Landscape Character Assessment’ (2014). Itprovides avaluable contextfor
spatial planning in Richmondshire by informing our understanding of the intrinsic

characterandvalue ofthe District’'slandscapeswithinthe studyarea.

European Landscape Convention

1.3.2 Created bythe Council of Europe, the European Landscape Convention (ELC) promotes
adopting an integrated, positive approach to landscape protection, management and

planning, and European co-operation on landscape issues.

1.3.3 Signedbythe UK Governmentin February 2006, the ELC appliestoalllandscapes, towns
andvillages, aswellasopencountryside;the coastandinlandareas; and ordinary oreven
degraded landscapes, as well as those that are afforded protection. The ELC highlights the
importance of developing policies dedicated tothe protection, managementand creation
oflandscapes, and establishing proceduresforthe general publicand other stakeholders
to participate in policy creation and implementation. As an international convention, the

ELCisexpectedto continueto apply inthe UK after Brexit for the foreseeable future.

1.34 Article 1 ofthe ELCdefineslandscapeas“an area perceived by people whose character is

the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors”*.

1 Council of Europe, 2000
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135

1.3.6

1.3.7

National Planning Policy Framework

With regards to plan-making and landscape considerations, the Government’s National

Planning Policy Framework states that:

‘Strategic policies should set out an overall strategy for the pattern, scale and quality of
development, and make sufficient provision for...conservation and enhancement of the
natural, built and historic environment, including landscapes and green infrastructure,
and planning measures to address climate change mitigation and adaptation’.
(paragraph 20).

Withregardstoachieving well-designed places, the National Planning Policy Framework

states that:

‘Planning policies and decisions should ensure that developments...(c) are sympathetic to
local character and history, including the surrounding built environment and landscape
setting, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation or change (such as
increased densities)’. (paragraph 127).

Paragraph 170 of the National Planning Policy Framework states that planning policies and

decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural andlocal environmentby:

‘(a) protecting and enhancing valued landscapes...(in a manner commensurate with their
statutory status or identified quality in the development plan);

(b) recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider
benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services — including the economic and other
benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland...;

(e) ...Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local environmental
conditions...

(f) remediating and mitigating despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and unstable
land, where appropriate.’
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1.3.8

1.3.9

1.3.10

The National Planning Policy Framework also states that:

‘Plans should: distinguish between the hierarchy of international, national and locally
designated sites; allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value, where
consistent with other policies in this Framework; take a strategic approach to maintaining
and enhancing networks of habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for the
enhancement of natural capital at a catchment or landscape scale across local authority
boundaries’. (paragraph 171).

‘Great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic beauty
in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have the
higheststatus of protectioninrelationtotheseissues.” (paragraph172).

Planning Practice Guidance

The Government’s Planning Practice Guidance onthe Natural Environmentwas updated
on 21 July 2019. With regards to guidance for local planning authorities on how planning

policies can conserve and enhance landscapes, the Planning Practice Guidance states:

‘The National Planning Policy Framework is clear that plans should recognise the intrinsic
character and beauty of the countryside, and that strategic policies should provide for the
conservation and enhancement of landscapes. This can include nationally and locally-
designated landscapes but also the wider countryside.

Where landscapes have a particular local value, it is important for policies to identify their
special characteristics and be supported by proportionate evidence. Policies may set out
criteria against which proposals for development affecting these areas will be
assessed. Plans can also include policies to avoid adverse impacts on landscapes and to
set out necessary mitigation measures, such as appropriate design principles and visual
screening, where necessary. The cumulative impacts of development on the landscape
need to be considered carefully’. (paragraph: 036 Reference ID: 8-036-20190721)

Withregardstoguidanceforlocal planningauthorities onhowthe character oflandscapes

can be assessed, the Planning Practice Guidance states:

‘For a designated landscape, the relevant management plan will contain further
information on the area’s particular character and beauty.

Where appropriate, landscape character assessments can be prepared to complement
Natural England’s National Character Area profiles. Natural England provides guidance
on undertaking these assessments.
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1.3.12

To help assess the type and scale of development that might be able to be accommodated
without compromising landscape character, a Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity
Assessment can be completed.

To demonstrate the likely effects of a proposed development on the landscape, a
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment can be used’. (paragraph: 037 Reference ID: 8-
037-20190721)

With regards to the statutory duties of local planning authorities in relation to National
Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBSs), the Planning Practice Guidance

states:

‘Section 11A(2) of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, section 17A
of the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads Act 1988 and section 85 of the Countryside and Rights
of Way Act 2000 require that ‘in exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so
as to dffect, land’ in National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, relevant
authorities ‘shall have regard’ to their purposes for which these areas are designated. A
list of the public bodies and persons covered under ‘relevant authorities’ is found in Defra
guidance on this duty, and Natural England has published good practice guidance.

This duty is particularly important to the delivery of the statutory purposes of protected
areas. It applies to all local planning authorities, not just National Park authorities, and is
relevant in considering development proposals that are situated outside National Park or
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty boundaries, but which might have an impact on their
setting or protection’. (paragraph: 039 Reference|D:8-039-20190721)

With regards to how local planning authorities should approach development within

National Parks and AONBSs, the Planning Practice Guidance states:

‘The National Planning Policy Framework makes clear that the scale and extent of
development in these areas should be limited, in view of the importance of conserving and
enhancing their landscapes and scenic beauty. Its policies for protecting these areas may
mean that it is not possible to meet objectively assessed needs for development in full
through the plan-making process, and they are unlikely to be suitable areas for
accommodating unmet needs from adjoining (non-designated) areas. Effective joint
working between planning authorities covering designated and adjoining areas, through
the preparation and maintenance of statements of common ground, is particularly
important in helping to identify how housing and other needs can best be accommodated.

All development in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Beauty will need
to be located and designed in a way that reflects their status as landscapes of the highest
quality. Where applications for major development come forward, paragraph 172 of the
Framework sets out a number of particular considerations that should apply when
deciding whether permission should be granted’. (paragraph:041 Reference ID: 8-041-
20190721)
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1.3.13

1.3.14

1.3.15

1.3.16

1.3.17

With regards to how development within the setting of National Parks and AONBs should

be dealt with, the Planning Practice Guidance states:

‘Land within the setting of these areas often makes an important contribution to
maintaining their natural beauty, and where poorly located or designed development can
do significant harm. This is especially the case where long views from or to the designated
landscape are identified as important, or where the landscape character of land within
and adjoining the designated area is complementary. Development within the settings of
these areas will therefore need sensitive handling that takes these potential impacts into
account’. (paragraph: 042 Reference ID: 8-042-20190721)

The Planning Practice Guidance also includes updated guidance for local planning
authorities on implementing policy to protect and enhance Green Infrastructure. The
Guidance recognises that Green Infrastructure exists within a wider landscape context and
canreinforce andenhancelocallandscape character, contributingtoasense of place and

natural beauty.

Local Planning Policy

The need for a robust evidence base as part of Local Plan production is emphasised

throughout the NPPF.

Richmondshire District Councilis currently carrying outafive-yearreviewofthelLocalPlan
Core Strategy (2012-2028); working towards producing a single Local Plan (2018-2035) to
include detailed policies and guide development within the part of the District outside the
Yorkshire DalesNational Park. Partofthisreviewwillinclude anareastrategyfor Catterick
Garrison to include site allocations for housing, economic development, leisure and

military related uses.

Inorderto inform the proposed detailed policies, this Landscape Character Assessment

willform part of the evidence base forthe new Local Plan.
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1.4

141

14.2

143

144

145

146

Landscape Character Assessment Methodology

The Landscape Character Assessment was undertaken in line with the principles of Natural

England’s technical guidance ‘An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, 2014’.

Landscape Character Assessment is the process of identifying, classifying and describing
variations in landscape character (also known as characterisation). It assesses the distinct,
perceptibleandconsistentpatternofelementsinthelandscapethatmakesonelandscape

differentfrom another, rather than better or worse.

The key steps that were involved in the Landscape Character Assessment process are set

out below.

Step 1-DefinethePurposeandScopeofthe Assessment

The purpose ofthe Landscape Character Assessmentisto provide evidencetoinformthe
Richmondshire District Local Plan review in line with the requirements of the National
Planning Policy Framework and Planning Practice Guidance in respect of landscape

considerations.

The study area for the Landscape Character Assessment is the whole of the Richmondshire

Local Plan area outside of the Yorkshire Dales National Park as shown on Figure 1.1.

There has been no previous landscape character assessment at the district scale for the
study area. The Landscape Character Assessment draws on and, where appropriate,
updates the 1:50,000 scale county-wide landscape character assessment for North
Yorkshire?to develop amore detailed assessment of the landscape within the study area

atascale of 1:25,000.

2North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project, 2010, Chris Blandford Associates on behalf of North Yorkshire County

Council
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1.4.7 The Landscape Character Assessment provides an up-to-date understanding of the
characteristiclandscapefeaturesthatmake akeycontributiontolocaldistinctivenessand
sense of place withinthe study area. Italso setsoutprinciplesand guidance for managing
landscape change to help ensure that the characteristic landscape features are
appropriately protected, managed and enhanced by proposals.

Step 2 - Desk Studies

148 The physical and cultural influences on the evolution of the study area’s landscape as a
whole were assessed to inform the characterisation process.

149 The nature, extents and patterns created by the interplay of the following key landscape
attributes were thenexamined using available data:

« Topography and landform;

« Geologyandsails;

« Water bodies andhydrology;
« Fieldshapesandsizes;

e Land uses;

« Landcover;

« Historic landscapecharacter;
« Settlement patterns.

1410 These landscape attributes were identified through the collation and review of relevant
studies including relevant landscape character assessment studies, GIS datasets, aerial
imagery and OS mapping.
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1411

1412

1.4.13

1.4.14

A review of national and county scale landscape character assessment information that
provide the framework for classifying and describing the study area’s landscapes was also

undertaken. Thisincluded:

« ThefourNational Character Areas defined ata scale of 1:250,000 by the Character of
England Map thatfallwithinthe study area;
« The nine Landscape Character Types defined at a scale of 1:50,000 by the North

Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project that fall within the study area.

Landscape Character Assessments within neighbouring areas were also reviewed to check

cross-boundary consistency between landscape classifications.

Step 3 -Field Survey

Field survey work was undertaken to enable verification of the preliminary boundaries of
the Local Landscape Character Types and Landscape Character Areas. This also informed
the character descriptions by identifying the visual and sensory qualities ofthe landscape

andassessingthe currentconditionofkeylandscapefeatureswithinthe studyarea.

Step 4 - Classification and Description

Informed by the desk study and field survey work, the study area’s landscapes were
characterised by classifying, mapping and describing Local Landscape Character Types

and their component Landscape Character Areas:

e Local Landscape Character Types (LLCT) have a distinct and homogeneous
character and share broadly similar patterns of physical and cultural attributesinterms
of geology, topography, drainage patterns, land cover, ecology and historic evolution.
Theymayoccurrepeatedly inthe studyarea, orinjustone place.

« Landscape Character Areas (LCA) are unique, individual geographical areas that
share common characteristics with other areas of the same type. Each Landscape

Character Area has a distinct and recognisable local identity and sense of place.
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1.4.15

1.4.16

14.17

14.18

1.4.19

Thelandscape classificationforthe study areawas preparedinaGeographic Information
System (GIS) with mapping undertaken at a scale of 1:25,000. Where appropriate, the
boundaries follow distinct features onthe ground. Itshould be noted thatthere are subtle
differencesbetweenandwithintheindividualtypesandareas. Theboundariesillustrated,

therefore usuallyindicatetransitionsratherthan marked changesontheground.

Local Landscape Character Type Descriptions

For each Local Landscape Character Type its key characteristics and character are
described. The Local Landscape Character Types also include an evaluation of the key
Sensitivity to Change Issues based on desk studies, field survey and stakeholder

consultation.

Landscape Character Area Descriptions

More detailed descriptions are provided for the constituent Landscape Character Areas
within each Local Landscape Character Type, which in additionto asummary of their key
characteristics include descriptions of the Landscape Character Area’s current and historic
landscape character. The historic landscape character references the historic landscape
character types identified within the North Yorkshire and Lower Tees Valley historic

landscape characterisation project®.

The Landscape Character Area descriptions include an evaluation of their Landscape
Condition. Informed by desk studies and field survey, the condition of the landscape is
evaluated by making judgements about how the condition and intactness of the different

components create a perception ofthe overall condition of the landscape.

TheLandscape Character Areasalsoinclude anevaluation ofthe key Forces for Change
that currently, or potentially may in the future, influence the condition of the landscape
componentsthatgive each Landscape Character Areaits distinctand recognisable local
identity and sense of place. Thiswas based ondesk studies, field survey and stakeholder

consultation.

3 https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/understanding-our-historic-landscape
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Step 5-PrinciplesandGuidanceforManagingLandscapeChange

1.4.20 Principlesandguidance for managing landscape change were developedtohelp ensure
that the characteristic landscape features that make a key contribution to local
distinctiveness and sense of place within the study area are appropriately protected,
managedandenhancedby proposals. Thisincludesoverarching principlesformanaging
thekeyforcesforlandscape changewithinthe studyareaasawhole, includingagriculture
and land management, development and infrastructure, climate change and mineral

extraction.

14.21 Guidance for managing landscape change to protect, manage and enhance the
physical/ecological, cultural/historical and aesthetic/perceptual character of each Local

Landscape Character Type is also provided.

1.4.22 It should be noted that the landscape principles and guidance are not intended to be
prescriptive, and local circumstances should be taken into account in consideration of

proposals for landscape change.

Stakeholder Consultation

1.4.23 Officers from Richmondshire District Council and representatives of the Defence
Infrastructure Organisation (with respect to Catterick Garrison masterplanning) were
involved in the commissioning and development of the study. A workshop was held to
engage these stakeholders?*, who also reviewed and commented on drafts of the report.
This provided an opportunity to draw on stakeholders’ local knowledge in developing the

landscape classification and descriptions.

“See Appendix 3 for details
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1.5 Using the Landscape Character Assessment

151 Therange of potentialuses and applications of the Landscape Character Assessmentfor

spatial planning and development management are highlighted below:

« Informinglocal plan policies and policy atthe nationallevel

« Assisting studies of development potential, for example to help identify sites for new
development.

« Informing the siting, scale and design conditions for particular forms of development
such as housing and minerals.

« Contributing to landscape sensitivity studies relating to the supply of land for housing,
employmentorotherlanduses.

« Providing an input to Sustainability Appraisals of development plans and policies.

« Providing an input to landscape & visual impact assessment of development proposals.

« Providing a framework and context for the production of more local landscape

characterassessmentsand Village Design Statements.

152 Inaddition, the Landscape Character Assessmentoffersarange ofusesandapplications

for landscape conservation, management and enhancement as highlighted below:

« Providing a basis for the preparation of landscape management strategies;

« Helping guide landscape change in positive and sustainable ways, for example
programmesofwoodland expansionandidentifyingnewusesfordegradedland;

« Informing the targeting of resources for land management and agri-environment

schemes.

October 2019 12 Richmondshire Landscape Character
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153 The Landscape Character Assessment provides a common framework and source of
baseline information about Richmondshire’s landscapes within the study area. This
common framework provides a basis for adopting an integrated, positive approach to
managing landscape change by all those involved with, or that have an interest in, the

planning, design and management of Richmondshire’s landscapes, such as:

« Richmondshire District Council

« North Yorkshire County Council

« Government Agencies (Natural England, Environment Agency, Historic England,
Forestry Commission, Defra)

« Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO)

« Nidderdale AONB

« Yorkshire Dales National Park

« Developers

« LandOwners & Land Managers

« Community Groups, Parish Councils, Local Interest Groups & Voluntary Organisations

« Educational Establishments & Research Organisations

154 The structure of this Landscape Character Assessment report is as follows:

« Chapter 2: The Landscape of Richmondshire —this chapter enables usersto gain a
contextual understanding of the main physical and human/cultural influences that

have shaped the evolution and character of the study area’s landscape as awhole today.

« Chapter 3: Landscape Classification —this chapter provides users with an overview
of how the study area has been classified into types/areas of similar landscape
character within the framework of the North Yorkshire County Landscape

Characterisation Study.

o Chapter 4: Principles and Guidance for Managing Landscape Change - this
chapter provides decision-makers, developers and stakeholders with a set of
overarching principles for managing the key forces for landscape change within the

study area as awhole.

October 2019 13 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study
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« Chapter 5: Landscape Character Descriptions —the mainbody ofthe reportenables
users to gain an understanding of the Landscape Character Types and their component
Landscape Character Areas, and provides decision-makers, developers and
stakeholders with guidance for managing landscape change for the variety of landscape

typesidentified withinthe study area.

« Chapter 6: Recommendations — this chapter sets out arecommended approach to
applyingthefindings ofthe Landscape Character Assessmentforinforming Local Plan

policy development and proposals for landscape change.

October 2019 14 Richmondshire Landscape Character
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2.2.3

THE LANDSCAPE OF RICHMONDSHIRE

The landscape of Richmondshire is profoundly rural in character. Itis characterised by
both upland and lowland landscapes that contribute to a variety of qualities and key

characteristics across the study area.

Anoverviewofthe physicaland human/culturalinfluencesthat have shapedthe evolution

andcharacterofthestudyareaispresentedbelow.

Physicallnfluences

Topography

As illustrated on Figure 2.1, the study area forms a transitional landscape between the

uplands ofthe Yorkshire Dales inthe westtothe arable lowlandsinthe east.

Thelandformrisesgraduallytothe westfromapproximately 20m Above Ordnance Datum
(AOD) in the valley of the River Tees in the north-east of the study area. The highest
topography within the main body of the study area is on Kexwith Moor at approximately
504m AOD close tothe boundary of the Yorkshire Dales National Park. The highest point
inthewhole study areaisinthe small outlying areaaround TanHillatapproximately 587m
AQOD.

The Yorkshire Dales form part of a chain of Pennine uplands that forms the centre of
northern England. The landform in the west of the study area forms the edge of the
designated Yorkshire Dales National Park. Ithas avaried topography of exposed upland
moorland fringes and plateaux dropping to lower foothills, separated by river valleys and
incised by numerous minor tributary valleys. The south-east is formed of the low-lying,
gently undulating landscape of the Vale of Mowbray with the north-east of the study area

abroad, low-lying plainframedofthe RiverTees.

October 2019 15 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study
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2.2.4

2.2.5

2.2.6

227

2.2.8

The landscape slopes gently from west to east, marking the east-facing slopes of the
Yorkshire Dales moorland. The moors fringe is interrupted in places by river valleys that
drain west to east. River valleys become broader to the east as they enter the vale

landscape.

Hydrology

As shown in Figure 2.1, the study area includes the mid- to lower sections of the rivers
SwaleandUre. Theseriversriseinthe Dalesuplandstothewest,andflowthroughthearea
todrainintothe low-lying Vale of Mowbray tothe south-east. The slow-moving River Tees
formsthe north-westernboundary ofthe study areaand meandersthroughthelandscape

eastwards.

There are anumber of areas along the rivers Swale and Ure where there is high flood risk
toresidentialareas,farmlandandtransportroutes, especiallyneartothe A1(M),tothe east
of Catterick Village. Aflood storagereservoirhasbeenconstructedtothe west of Catterick

Villageandthe A1(M)toalleviatethis.

Lakes are common features in the lowlands, associated with former mineral extraction

particularly around Catterick Village, Scorton and Brompton-on-Swale.

Geology

Much ofthewesternand centralareais underlain by rocks ofthe Millstone Grit Series, with
superficial deposits of peat on the higher ground in the west. The Millstone Grit geology
forms typically stepped profiles to the dale sides. Where the gritstone high plateau

transitionsintothemoorsfringe, the superficialgeology changesto Diamicton.



4 Kilometres

KEY
I:I Local Plan Area Superficial Geology
- Diamicton (glacial deposits)
- Peat
Bedrock Geology

. . ) - Sand and Gravel
Dolomotised Limestone and Dolomite

- Limestone with Subordinate Sandstone and Argillaceous Rocks
- Mudstone, Siltstone and Sandstone

- Sandstone and Conglomerate, Interbedded

- Limestone, Sandstone, Siltstone and Mudstone

Contains Ordnance Survey Data. © Crown Copyright and Database Rights 2019
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2.2.9

2.2.10

2211

2.2.12

2.2.13

As shown in Figure 2.2, the north and west of the study area is dominated by limestone
uplands. There are anumber of karst (limestone) landforms including shake holes, which
arenaturaldepressionsformedbythe undermining orsuddencollapse ofthelandsurface,
oftenasaresultofgroundwater enlarging cavitiesineasily soluble rock; cave systemsand
rock exposuresacrossthe Yorkshire Dalesand uplands ofthe studyarea. Thislandscape
alsoincludes mineralised faults that have been exploited over time and there are various

remnant mining features present across the area®.

The glacial landform of the Vale of Mowbray is underlain by bedrock of soft Triassic
sandstones and mudstones. The landscape here is essentially flat or gently undulating,
reflecting the relatively less resistant bedrock on which rest glacial sediments forming
hummocky terrain and drumlin fields, combined with low ridges and post-glacial river

terraces®.

Inthe north-eastofthe studyarea, the TeesLowlands Permo-Triassicred mudstonesand
sandstones’ are predominantly covered by glacial till from the Devensian period with

alluviumandriverterrace deposits presentintheriver corridor.

Biodiversity

As illustrated in Figure 2.3 there are several statutory biodiversity designations particularly
associated with the upland area to the west of the study area including Special Area of
Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Area (SPA), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

andLocalNatureReserves(LNR).

The upland heath of the North Pennine Moors SAC & SPA form part of the study area, in
both the west (to the north-west of Leyburn) and in the very south (on Witton Moor, south
of East Witton). Much of these areas are also designated as SSSIs as outstanding examples

ofmoorland.

5Reference NCA Profile 21 Yorkshire Dales, NE399, Natural England 2015
®NCA Profile 24 Vale of Mowbray, NE442, Natural England, 2015
"NCA Profile 23 Tees Lowlands, NE439, Natural England 2013
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2.2.14

2.2.15

2.2.16

2.2.17

2.2.18

2.2.19

There are significant blocks of woodland across the west of the study area, including
pockets of ancient and semi-natural woodland around the river valleys of the Swale and
Ure. Plantation woodland is characteristic of the moorland areas. Ancient woodland is

more associatedwiththeriverandtributaryvalleys.

Hanging woodlands are a key characteristic of theriver valleys. Lower Swaledale Woods
and Grasslands SSSlisagood example ofthis. Itisalarge area of 223.66 ha overalland
comprises acomplex of woodlands, scrub, grasslands, limestone scar and scree. It supports
the largest area of Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland within Richmondshire®. The wooded
rivervalleys provide valuable wildlife movementcorridorsthatlink the lowlandsinthe east

tothe higher groundinthe west.

Woodland and tree cover become more dispersed through the broader valley landscape
andacrosstheVale. Veterantrees, parklandtrees, fieldtrees and hedgerows are notable
features in the landscape particularly within the moors fringe and lowland areas,

associated with the various designed landscapes across the study area.

The broad river valleys support many small wetlands, which are of great value for
biodiversity and a small number of very rare and species-rich hay meadows. The lower
slopes of the hills have large areas of rough grazing and unimproved pasture, some of

whichareimportantfeeding grounds forwading birds.

Anumber of SSSIswithinthe study areahave beendesignatedfortheirmeadows (neutral
grassland) such as Bellerby Fields SSSI, Gingerfields SSSI, Newton-le-Willows SSSI and
Richmond Meadows SSSI. Thowker Corner SSSI (1.4ha) is one of the finest herb-rich hay
meadows in Richmondshire. Within its small area are arange of neutral grassland types

whichreflectdifferencesinsoildepth, drainageandmanagement.®

Thereisone Local Nature Reserve (LNR) inthe study area, this being Foxglove Covert which
covers 100 acres of moorland edge adjacent to Cambrai Lines at Catterick. The reserve
contains semi-natural woodland, heathland, flower-rich grassland, streams, ponds, a lake,

willow and alder carr, coniferous woodlands and wet meadows.*°

8 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/PDFsForWeb/Citation/1003631.pdf
° https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/PDFsForWeb/Citation/1005839.pdf
10 https://www.foxglovecovert.org.uk/



2.2.20

2.3

231

2.3.2

2.3.3

There are also a number of non-statutory biodiversity designations scattered across the
study area including Local Wildlife Sites such as Leyburn Old Glebe Nature Reserve, a
traditionalhay meadow, the richestremaining fragmentofEllershaw, adistrictwell-known
to naturalists since the 19th Century and Bolton-on-Swale Lake Nature Reserve, a large

areaofopenwater created asaresultof sand andgravel extraction.!!

Human and Cultural Influences

The area s etched with the visible imprint of the past. Itis rich in prehistoric sites such as
Stanwick Fortifications and Scots Dyke and Romano-British archaeology. There are a
number of medieval sites including the remains of shrunken and deserted villages
including field (ridge and furrow) systems such as Walburn Hall, the dominant and well-
preservedfortifications at Middleham and Richmond, monastic houses such as Jervaulx
and Easby Abbeys and historic parklands wooded estates, which contribute to a strong

sense of time-depth.

There are various recorded sites of archaeological importance across the plan area
including archaeologically sensitive areas in and around the historic cores of Richmond
andMiddleham. Thereare alsoanumberof Romanmilitaryremainsalongtheline of Dere
Street, now the Al, including Bainesse roman roadside settlement and Anglican cemetery

and Cataractonium Romanfortsandtown.

Historic Landscape Character

TheRichmondshire landscape isthe product of variousinfluenceswhich haveactedupon
it over time. The character of the landscape has altered based on factors such as its
underlying geology, the topography and hydrology. These have inturninteracted with the
human activity in the landscape and thus the patterns of land use. Itis these patterns of

land use which demonstrate the culturaldimension ofthe presentdaylandscape.

1 https://www.ywt.org.uk/nature-reserves/
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2.3.4

235

2.3.6

2.3.7

2.3.8

The North Yorkshire and Lower Tees Valley Historic Landscape Characterisation Project!?
provides atool for helping understand the “time depth” in the present landscape shaped
by episodes of changing land uses, activities and attitudes associated with cultures in
different eras through the millennia in response to the physical environment, natural
resources and prevailing climate. The North Yorkshire and Lower Tees Valley Historic
Landscape Characterisation Project identifies 13 Historic Landscape Character Broad
Typestwithin the study area. This information has been used to inform the Landscape

Character Assessment descriptions.

As illustrated in Figure 2.4, the vast majority of the study area is identified as enclosed
land. This comprises of a variety of field systems, much of which is identifiable in the
presentday. The varied character of these field patterns influences howthe landscape is

perceived, particularly considering the character of the boundaries.

Extensive, contiguous areas of unenclosed heather moorland with large blocks of
parliamentary enclosures defined by straight, dry stone walls and field boundaries are
characteristic of the gritstone high plateau in the west of the study area. There are

significant areas of common land and open access land across the moors.

Asthehighergroundtransitionstolower lying landinthe east, the fields vary from planned
large-scale enclosure to small-scale andirregular fields of areas of piecemeal enclosure.
The north and east of the study area are largely covered with areas of modern, improved
fields with areas of planned and piecemeal enclosure largely defined by hedgerows. There
is a pattern of dispersed farmsteads throughout the Vale with many dating from the
Parliamentaryenclosure period. Areas oflarge modernfieldsare commonthroughoutthe
Vale of Mowbray, with area of planned enclosures characterised by medium sized fields

and regular field patterns also present.

Other broad historic landscape types that are identifiable within the study area include
designedlandscapesthatarelargely concentrated onlower slopesandwithinthevalleys,

and extractive and militaryland acrossmuch ofthe upland areas.

12 Refer to https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/understanding-our-historic-landscape for more detail
13 https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/understanding-our-historic-landscape




Note: Land outside of the Enclosed Land is identified by other historic landscape charcter (HLC) broad
types within the North Yorkshire and Lower Tees Historic Landscape Characterisation Project
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/understanding-our-historic-landscape

Contains Ordnance Survey Data. © Crown Copyright and Database Rights 2019
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Settlement Pattern and Built Character

2.3.9 Settlementislargely absentfromthe open moortops, with scattered properties withinthe
valley areas. Traditional farmsteads often with modern outbuildings are presenttowards
the dalesand moorfringes. Small-scale, clustered, nucleated settlementsare commonin
thelower dales, withhamlets and villages radiating outfrom historic markettowns suchas
Richmond and Leyburn. Many are connected by a network of narrow, winding country
roadsthatoftenfollowthe line of therivers. There are some areas of dispersed settlement
with isolated farmsteads and hamlets set within landscapes of 17th century and earlier

enclosure.

2.3.10 Thesettlementpatternofthe Vale of Mowbrayis characterised by smallvillages on higher
ground, often linear in form and of medieval origin. Settlements in the north-east of the
study areaneartothe River Teeshave adispersed pattern generally concentrated onthe

higherground, withvillagesfrequentlydisplayingalinearform.

2.3.11 Hamlets, villages and small market towns are particularly distinctive, with strong visual
unity; being built in local Millstone Grit Group and Yoredale Group stone in the west and
MagnesianLimestoneinthe east, withroofs of stoneflags, Welshslate and some pantiles.
Brick-built vernacular cottages and dispersed farmsteads are more typical in the Vale of

Mowbray.

2.3.12  Traditionalfarm buildings built of local gritstone are distinctive features scattered through

the valleys and valley sides.

2.3.13  Militarytraining is very importantin the District, with Catterick Garrison, the British Army’s
largest training camp, situated in the centre of the study area. Within the emerging Local
Plan, mostofthe developmentgrowthis connectedto developmentandassociated works
in and around Catterick Garrison. The Catterick Garrison main site has grown within the
parishes of Hipswell, Scotton and Colburn since it was established in 1915. Marne Barracks
islocated at Catterick Village by the Al. Buildingswithinthe barracks comprise avariety of
building types, styles and form including post-world war Il to modern day planned

communities of two-storey residential properties and three-four storey, modern residential

> Richmondshire Local Plan 2012-2028 Core Strategy, Richmondshire District Council
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and office blocks. Thetraining estate and militaryranges coverlarge areas ofmoorlandin

the west of the District.

Heritage Assets

2.3.14 AsillustratedonFigure 2.5 there are avariety of nationally designated sites with statutory
protection as well as non-statutory sites scattered across the study area. These include
listed buildings, registered historic parks and gardens, scheduled monuments and
conservation areas. In addition to this, there are several undesignated heritage assets
within the study area thatinclude designed landscapes including estates, parklands and

gardens?4,

2.3.15 There are 163 scheduled monuments within the District, a large number of which are
dispersed across the study area, including medieval villages, motte and bailey sites, castles,

Roman settlements and abbeys, including the following notable sites:

« JervaulxCistercian Abbey,inthesouthofthestudyarea;
« Easby Abbey to the southeast of Richmond;
« Richmond and Middleham Castles;

« Cataractonium Roman forts and town near Brompton-on-Swale.

2.3.16 There are over 1200 listed buildings and structures within District'®, with the majority
located in the study area and largely within settlements or associated with the dispersed
farmsteads. Theyinclude structures dating from the medieval period. Properties include

churches, halls, cottages, farms and vernacular properties.

14 Note: these are not mapped
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2.3.17

2.3.18

2.3.19

There are seven Registered Parks and Garden within the study area, namely:

o AskeHall (Grade II*)

« Constable Burton Hall (Grade II);

« Forcett Hall (Grade I1);

« Hornby Castle Park (part of) (Grade Il);
« Middleton Lodge (Grade Il);

« StNicholas, Richmond (Grade ll);

o Temple Grounds (Grade ).

Thereare41Conservation Areaswithinthe studyarea, predominantlyfocussedwithinthe

centres of settlements, with the largest being Richmond.

In addition to the designated sites there are notable historic landscapes, buildings and
other structures associated with local country estates including Croft Hall and Halnaby,

Brough Park, Barningham Estate, Cliffe Hall, Bolton Estate and East Witton Estate.®
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3.2.2

LANDSCAPE CLASSIFICATION

General

Landscape character assessments at a variety of scales provide the framework for the
landscape classification ofthe Richmondshire Local Planarea. Typically, the hierarchy of
national, county and local landscape assessments fit together with each level of

assessment informing the next.

An overview of how the study area’s landscape has been classified is presented below.

NationalCharacter Context

National Character Areas

The Richmondshire assessment has been prepared within the framework of the Character
of England Map, which identifies broad-brush National Character Areas (NCA) defined at a
scale of 1:250,000. The diverse landscapes within the study area are represented atthe

national level by four NCAs. These are:

« Yorkshire Dales?’
« Pennine Dales Fringe!®
« Vale of Mowbray?*®

e Tees Lowlands®

Thewesternpartofthestudyareaischaracterised bythetransitionbetweenthe Yorkshire
Dales into the Pennine Dales Fringe uplands. The east of the study area is lower lying,
forming the north of the Vale of Mowbray and western part of the Tees Lowlands that

extend easttothecoast.

1”NE399: NCA Profile: 21 Yorkshire Dales, 2015

18 NE474: NCA Profile: 22 Pennine Dales Fringe, 2015

19NE442: NCA Profile: 24 Vale of Mowbray, 2015

6 NIARRNSAIrBOfke! BRahersl oydasdso03tategy, Richmondshire District Council
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Nationally Protected Landscapes

3.2.3 The national value and importance of substantial areas of the North Yorkshire landscape
are recognised and protected by statutory designation, as National Parks and Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). As shown in Figure 1.1, the Yorkshire Dales National
Park forms the western edge of the study area and a small part of the Nidderdale AONB

extendsinto the southernpartofthe study area.

3.3 CountyCharacter Context

3.3.1 The North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project?! identified 39
Landscape Character Types (LCTs) ata scale of 1:50,000. Nine of these LCTs fall within the

study area as shown on Figure 3.1:

o Gritstone High Plateau LCT

o Gritstone High Moors and Fells LCT

e MoorsFringeLCT

o FarmedDaleLCT

« Vale Farmland with Dispersed Settlement LCT
« RiverFloodplainLCT

o Gritstone ValleyLCT

o Settled Vale Farmland LCT

3.3.2 The above county-level classification provides aframework for the identification of LCTs

withinthe study areaidentified ata scale of 1:25,000to take account of local variations.

21 prepared by CBA for North Yorkshire County Council, 2011
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3.4 Neighbouring Areas Character Context

3.4.1 The following Landscape Character Assessments provide the landscape context for

neighbouring areas surrounding the study area:

« Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity Study?2
« Harrogate District Landscape Character Assessment??

« Darlington Landscape Character Assessment?*

« County Durham Landscape Character Assessment?®

« Yorkshire Dales National Park Landscape Character Assessment?®

3.5 Richmondshire Landscape Classification

351 ThephysicalandculturalinfluencesdescribedinSection 2.0 have combinedtocreatethe
unique and distinctive character of the study area’s landscape. The study area is
characterised by a diversity of upland and lowland landscapes, which are represented by
thesixgenericLocal Landscape Character Types (LLCT)and49componentLandscape
Character Areas (LCA) that together comprise the landscape classification for the

Richmondshire Local Plan Area.

352 The landscape classification for the study area is set outin Table 3.1 and illustrated on

Figures 3.2 and 3.3.

353 The landscape character descriptions for each of the LLCTs and LCAs are provided in

Section 5.0.

2 prepared by LUC on behalf of Hambleton District Council, May 2016

% Harrogate Borough Council, February 2004

% prepared by LUC on behalf of Darlington Borough Council, December 2015

% http://lwww.durhamlandscape.info/article/10092/Landscape-Classification

2% Estell Warren Landscape Architects on behalf of Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, 2002



Table 3.1 - Richmondshire Local Plan Area Landscape Classification

Local Landscape Character Types | Landscape Character Areas
Upland Landscapes
A - Moors Al: Marrick and New Forest Moor

A2: Throstle Gill/Marske Beck Moor

A3: Gayles and Marske Moor

A4: Preston and Stainton Moor

A5: Downholme and Hipswell Moor

A6: Witton Moor

A7: Tan Hill Moor

B - Moors Fringe B1: Newsham Moors Fringe

B2: Dalton and Gayles Moors Fringe

B3: East and West Layton Moors Fringe

B4: Melsonby Moors Fringe

B5: Whashton Moors Fringe

B6: Marrick and Marske Moors Fringe

B7: Richmond West Moors Fringe

B8: Richmond East Moors Fringe

B9: Downholme Moors Fringe

B10: Colburn Moors Fringe

B11: Stainton Moors Fringe (North)

B12: Scotton Moors Fringe

B13: Preston-under-Scar Moors Fringe

B14: Stainton Moors Fringe (South)

B15: Hauxwell Moors Fringe

B16: Tunstall Moors Fringe

B17: Middleham Moors Fringe

B18: Witton Moors Fringe

B19: Spennithorne Moors Fringe

Lowland Landscapes

C - Dale C1: Lower Swaledale (Richmond West)

C2: Lower Swaledale (Richmond East)

C3: Mid-Swaledale

C4: Lower Wensleydale

C5: Lower Coverdale

D - Narrow Valley D1: Ravensworth Narrow Valley

D2: Gilling Narrow Valley

D3: Skeeby Narrow Valley

E - Broad Valley E1: Cliffe Broad Valley

E2: Stapleton Broad Valley

E3: Dalton-on-Tees Broad Valley

E4: Brompton-on-Swale West Broad Valley

E5: Brompton-on-Swale East Broad Valley

E6: Leyburn Broad Valley

E7: Middleham Broad Valley

E8: Ulshaw Broad Valley

F - Vale F1: Caldwell Vale

F2: Aldbrough Vale

F3: Barton and North Cowton Vale

F4: Moulton Vale

F5: Eryholme Vale

F6: Constable Burton Vale

F7: Hornby Vale

Ostober 2019 22 Riehmendshire Landseape Ghatacter
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PRINCIPLES FOR MANAGING LANDSCAPE CHANGE

General

Inline with the European Landscape Convention, alllandscapes of the study area should

be managed, plannedandprotectedtoretaintheirdistinctive qualitiesand values.

The Landscape Character Assessment provides a detailed understanding of the diversity,
character, distinctiveness, evolutionand conditionofthelocallandscapes, inordertowork
towards the goal of achieving distinctive and sustainable landscapes and is essential to

effective spatial planning.

The landscapes of the study area encompass a number of distinctive aesthetic and
perceptual (experiential) characteristics which contribute to local distinctiveness and
sense of place. These include non-visible elements, such as sense of tranquillity and
remoteness, exposure to the elements and visible elements such as dark night skies. Some
partsofthestudyarea, particularlyassociatedwiththe Moors, display adistinctively strong
sense of tranquillity and associated dark night skies on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales
National Park. Distinctive perceptual qualities contribute to recognisable sense of place

andareoftenirreplaceableiflost.

The pace and scale of landscape changes will continue inthe future. Akey challenge isto
understand, manage and direct future positive change in the landscape in ways that
conserve and enhance its essential characteristics and valued attributes, whilst enabling
sensitivelydesigned developmenttobe accommodated andto meetsocialand economic

needs.

Whilstbroadvistas of upland landscapesandthe expansive panoramasgainedfromsuch
upland vantage points are often regarded as the mosticonic aspect of the landscapes of
the study area and its surroundings, it is the distinctive and varied character of the
settlements that reflect the harmonious inter-relationship of humans and landscape in
earlier generations and centuries that are equally valued by residents and visitors to the
area. Whistindividual buildings and specificareas of settlements have oftenbeendefined

for special protection and conservation, development pressures have tended to adversely
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4.1.6

4.1.7

418

419

impact on the overall character and distinctiveness of settlements and their inter-
relationships with their landscape setting. It is important to reassess and redefine the
distinctive qualities and characteristics of settlements and their sense of place; and their
relationship to landscape setting in order to develop a sound basis upon which to make
decisions on managing change andthustoretain, protect and restore the distinctiveness

of settlements in the future.

Distinctivenessisreflective of the layers of time and stagesin the development ‘written’ in
the landscape. The landscapes of the study area provide a window into earlier relationships
between man and landscape and of the earliest post glacial vegetation patterns. Itis,
therefore, importantto understand and appreciate earlier landscapes in decision making

on managing landscape change.

It is also important to retain the distinctiveness of landscapes, as represented by their
unique landscape character as akey factor in maintaining the economy of the study area

and contributing to the well-being of communities.

The conservation and maintenance of landscape distinctiveness supports the emergence
of the concept of green infrastructure, which puts an increasing emphasis on the multi-
functionality of landscapes. There is a need for the re-balancing of decision making in
managing landscape change to ensure appropriate emphasis is placed on supporting
natural processes and the well- being of land and landscapes, including ecosystem services
and benefits which are integral to the health and quality of life for communities and land
andlandscapes. Thissupportsthe needtoworktowardsalong-termgoal of creatingmore
harmoniously planned landscapes that support more locally sustainable communitiesin

the future.

The European Landscape Convention?’is fundamental for the promotion of landscape
protection, managementand planning. It stressesthe need for analysis of the forces and
pressures transforming the key characteristics of landscapes and defines landscape

planning, protection and management as key purposes of the Convention:

27 http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/176.htm
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4.2
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422
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« Landscape planning — ‘Strong, forward-looking action to enhance, restore or create
landscapes’;

« Landscape protection — ‘Actions to conserve and maintain the significant or
characteristic features of a landscape, justified by its heritage value, derived from its
natural configuration and/or from human activity’;

« Landscape management—‘action, from aperspective of sustainable development, to
ensuretheregularupkeepofalandscape, soastoguideandharmonise changeswhich

are brought about by social, economic and environmental processes’.

Inline withthe key purposes ofthe European Landscape Convention, this section setsout
aseries of suggested ‘high level’ overarching principles forinforming decision-making in
relationtomanaginglandscape change. Principleshave beendevelopedforthefollowing

four key drivers of landscape change:

« Agriculture and Land Management
« Development and Infrastructure
e Climate Change

« Mineral extraction

Agriculture and Land Management

The following section examines the key forces for change related to agriculture and land
management within the study area and identifies suggested ‘high-level’ landscape

management principles.

Agriculture

The study area has a diverse rural landscape which supports a range of agricultural
activities from pastoral grazing to cereal and vegetable production. Farming plays an

importantroleincreating a ‘sense of place’in allthe landscapes withinthe study area.

Following the major reforms to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) in 2000, farmers
have found the receipts from rural development subsidies more important than those

from production-related subsidies. Effects of this have been diversification of land uses
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and changes in market demand that have caused types of land use to fluctuate as the
relative demand for various commodities changes. This can be related to things such as

increase indemand for organic products and requirementfor biofuel.

More recent reform of agri-environment schemes (AES) have been introduced to reward
farmers for agricultural production methods compatible with the protection and
enhancementofthe environment. These schemes canassistand encourage agriculture
toface the competitive challenges of the growing and diversifying rural markets. Areas of
landinthe Yorkshire Dales are managed under AES and funding has been usedtorepair
dry-stone walls and traditional agricultural buildings; and manage hay meadows and

moorland.

As a result of the Renewables Obligation (which was designed to incentivise the generation
of electricity from eligible renewable sources in the United Kingdom) there has been an
increase in demand for renewable energy crops, such as flax and hemp, biomass or
woodfuel. The scale and form of these crops has increasing potential impacts (both
positive and negative) on the landscape character of the study area. There is a need to
assess the desirability of certain typologies of biocrop where this might conflict with wider
transitional efforts of reducing global warming (for example competition between

differentstrains and globalfood production and forest protection).

The current, proposed Agricultural Bill would introduce a new environmental land
management system with the aim to improve environmental outcomes of farming such
as biodiversity protection and enhancement and protecting rural heritage and distinctive
landscape features. However, future changes that may result from increasing competition
in a global market place and post-Brexit funding for agri-environmetnal schemes are yet
to become clear. There may be ongoing adverse effects on landscape character, as well as

importantopportunitiestoenhance andrestore characterasaresultof changesinpolicy.

Parts of the study area is managed as upland farmlands, predominantly supporting
breeding sheep and suckler cows. These areas are classified as Less Favoured Areas (LFA)
in terms of agricultural land quality. Payments from agri-environment schemes (such as

the Upland Entry Level Stewardship Scheme) have become increasingly important to
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upland farmers and make a moderate or significant contribution to the income of farms

across the moorland.

A network of hedgerow field boundaries is a key component of the landscape pattern
within the lowlands of the study area. The key threats to hedgerows are neglect and over
management. Hedges have, in many cases losttheir function as stock proof barriersand
are now uneconomic to maintain. There is a general imbalance in the age structure of
hedgerow trees within the study area, with a large proportion of mature trees. Natural
ageing processes, together with water stress in summer and the effects of pathogens will
cause many of these trees to become stag headed or die within the foreseeable future.
There are incentives for positive hedgerow management as part of many of the

Environmental Stewardship schemes.

There has been a dramatic loss of species rich meadows since 1930 with conversion to
arable, cultivationandreseeding, use offertiliserand herbicide, and changestotraditional
management activities such as hay making. Fragmentation of habitats is also an issue.
There is potential to restore and enhance key habitats through Environmental Stewardship

Scheme (ESS)agreementswithlandowners.

The study area retains a relatively large number of traditional barns which have not yet
been converted. Converted farm buildings may provide an ideal location for rural
businesses to act as a catalyst for local training and employment and they represent a
means for preserving historic structures which are important local landscape features.
However, thetrendmayleadtonegative landscapeimpactsinsensitive, remote and often
prominent rural locations and also to the loss of key features related to architecturally or
historically important barns. Barn conversions also place considerable pressure on
dwindling populations of barn owls and various species of bats. Ornamental garden plants,
gardenfences, driveways, car parking and power lines all contribute to the suburbanised
character that often accompanies this sort of development. This has a visual impact on

the landscape.

Within the study area, numbers of farmers have fluctuated over time. As aresult of this,
diversificationis common. Combinedwithanincreaseinthe number of people visiting the

area, there are anincreasing number of farmhouses and associated buildings being sold
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4.2.15

and converted into housing, often for holiday homes. The domestication of buildings can
have a considerable impact onthe character of the landscape, especially in more remote

locations.

Moorland

Thelandscape character of the moorland within the study arearelies largely on traditional
management practices including extensive sheep grazing and controlled burning and

cutting to create asuitable habitat for grouse.

Upland heathland and blanket bog are priority UKBAP habitats which make a defining
contribution to the character of the upland areas. They are particularly valuable
ecologically for their population of nesting birds and areas are designated as SSSIs or SACs.
The large deposits of peat are also an important carbon sink. This habitat requires
appropriate levels of grazing and cutting to maintain vegetation structure. There is often
pressure from grouse moor managers to carry out burning, which can resultindamage to
peat soils. Maintaining hill flocks may become increasingly uneconomic in the future.
Development of clough and gill woodland may also be desirable to stabilise the soil.
Woodland plantingisalsodesirable, toincreasetherate of infiltration of rain water, reduce
sedimentrunoffand capture carbon. Yorkshire PeatPartnershipisworkingtorestoreand

conserve upland peatresourcestoensurethelong-termfuture of the valuable habitat.

Overgrazing of moorland and uncontrolled moorland fires have in some areas caused
degradation to habitats (particularly blanket peat bog) and an increase in rough grass
moorland. Past farming and forestry activities have resulted in the drainage of upland areas
causing a loss of peat hags and wet flushes, damage to archaeological features and
increased surface water run-off. Recreational activity has caused extensive erosion to
some footpaths and summits. Active managementis required to re-establish vegetation

on bare ground.

Wetacidicgrassland providesanimportanthabitatforinvertebrates, particularly the small
pearl-bordered fritillary, and wading birds. The study area also contains some areas of high
floristic diversity. Reduced grazing would alter these habitats favouring the development

of dwarf-shrub heath, however, this would also require rabbit proofing. Drainage or
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4.2.19

agriculturalintensification would also be likely to have a negative effect on the ecology of

these habitats.

Woodland

Across North Yorkshire, traditional coppicing activities in woodland have generally ceased
causing increased shade and the loss of native ground flora. The spread of Rhododendrons
within woodland is also threatening native species. There is often imbalance in the age
structure of woodlands with a large proportion of semi-mature/mature trees. Natural
ageing processes, increased water stress in summer and the effects of pathogens threaten
these trees. Sheltering of stock withinwoodland, together with increased numbers of roe
deer, rabbitsandgreysquirrels, hasledtoanabsence of saplingstoregenerate woodland
in some areas. Woods can become isolated where habitat linkages between them are

broken, preventing the dispersal of species.

In general, there is a move towards low input forestry systems which meet a number of
social, environmental and economic objectives. Woods will be managed to promote
recreation, biodiversity, health and learning. The contribution woodlands make to the
visual quality of the landscape is also acknowledged by the Forestry Commission. The new
emphasis on extensive management, and continuous felling rather than clear felling, will
help to create less disruptive forest patterns. Mixed woodlands are also being promoted
to improve biodiversity. Coniferous forests provide good habitat for certain bird species
and can increase the diversity of woodland habitats. The Forestry Commission also

propose to diversify some existing coniferous woodlands.

A demand for wood may re-emerge as itis a sustainable building material and a carbon-
neutral energy source. Wood may in the future be used for co-firing at existing coal fired
power stations, at new biomass power plants and in combined heat and power systems.
This may create an incentive to manage existing woodlands or to plant new woodland,

providing opportunitiestomaintainorenhancelandscapeswithawoodedcharacter.

Woodlands may be used positively to manage soil and water resources. The Forestry Plan
for North Yorkshire envisages an increase inwoodland and more intensive management

of existingwoodlandto produce carbon-neutral fueland building material.
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Guiding principles for managing agricultural and land management change

Strategic programmes, plans, policies and proposals should:

Contribute to the protection and enhancement of the historic dimension of the present
agricultural landscape, including particular historic assets and their setting;
Encourage the adoption of less intensive farming practise and promote the
regeneration of existing hedgerows to enhance key landscape linkages;

Encourage measures to conserve hay meadows, semi-natural grasslands and species-
rich grass verges and encourage the creation of diverse arable field margins;
Contribute to the positive management of moorland through a carefully controlled
burning/cutting regime to maintain and improve the mosaics of moorland habitats
including heather, blanket bog and calcareous grassland;

Encourage the application of grazing management regimes that promote more
favourable condition of upland semi-natural vegetation;

Encourage the restoration of associated areas of degraded blanket bog and peat;
Ensure that new woodland is planned and created in line with Regional Forestry
Frameworks;

Promote the use of native and planting stock of local origin for the creation of new
woodlands and management of existing woodlands;

Encourage the sensitive restructuring of existing commercial/plantation woodlands (for
example the introduction of broadleaved woodland edges) to help reduce visual
impact;

Promote habitat networks;

Restore and strengthen the functions of landscapes as ecosystems
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DevelopmentandIinfrastructure

The following section examines the key forces for change related to development and
infrastructure within the study area and identifies suggested ‘high-level’ landscape

management principles.

Buildings make a valuable contribution to the scale and identity of landscapes within the
study area. Today, the distinctive character of the area’s buildings and settlementsis a
product of local vernacular circumstances. The landscape is constantly changing and
there is likely to be pressure from several different types of development, other than just
buildings within the future. The key potential future forces for change relating to

developmentwithinthe studyareainclude:

« Small-scale cumulative development (e.g. building extensions, residential boundary
treatment, roadside concrete curbing and signage) resulting in erosion of integrity and
quality;

« Suburbanisation of rural buildings, such as the conversion of farm buildings and the
introduction of diversification activities such as equine, camping/caravanning etc;

« Suburbanisationofthelandscapearoundvillagesandtowns, asaresultof small-scale
extensions to existing settlements;

« Newhousingdevelopmentatthe edge of settlements;

« Introduction of new overhead transmission lines;

« Increaseintrafficpressuresonminorruralroad corridorsasaresultof development;

« Expansion of military and associated development;

« Strategic direction of growth areas; and

« Tall, vertical developments including wind turbines or telecommunications masts,

which canbe visually intrusive andimpactonthelandscape characterofthe area.

Richmondshire District Council, throughtheirdevelopmentplan, seektoachieve suitable
forms of development that meet the housing need without compromising the distinctive

landscape characteristics of the study area.

Following Catterick Garrison being identified in the Richmondshire Local Plan Core

Strategy as the main focus for housing and economic growth, as well as the strategic
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announcement of further military expansion, there is pressure for the settlement to

expand.

Theuse ofstandardised solutionsin highwaydesignintermsof minimumcurves, visibility,
safety barriers and sighage have eroded the rural character of roads in places which are
characterised by hedges, ditches, verges and trees. Newroads canintroduce a source of
noise and disturbance into the surrounding landscape. If present trends in car use
continue, congestion will become an increasing problem especially in and around towns
and cities. Thismay resultin the overall sense of remoteness and tranquillity being lostin

rural areas. Measures to avoid this should be encouraged.

Leisure and Tourism is an important industry in Richmondshire, particularly associated
with the high quality natural and built environment. Itis important that new development
maintains the character and quality of the landscape, as it plays an important role in

attractingtouriststothe area.

Tourismcangenerate large volumes oftrafficwithinrurallandscapes such asthe National
Parksand AONB’s. Themajority of visitorstraveltotheregion by car, placing considerable
pressureonruralroadsand parkinginfrastructure. Large volumes oftraffic canlead tothe
tranquil, rural character (for which people visit the area) being eroded by vehicle noise,
congestion and parking problems within villages and at popular visitor locations. There
canalsobe aproblemwithtourists choosing notto use car parks. Newinfrastructure such
as car parks, signing, road improvements and new buildings, could result in gradual
suburbanisation, loss of tranquillity and the introduction of standardised elements into
distinctive landscapes. Large numbers of walkers or cyclists on popularroutes can cause
loss of vegetation cover and erosion of paths and summit areas. lllegal use of motorbikes
on green lanes, footpaths and bridleways can cause significant noise, damage to footpaths

and disturbance to other users and local residents.

The gradual move towards renewable energy and alow carbon future also puts pressure
on the landscape to accommodate the associated infrastructure and integrate with new

development.
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Guiding principles for managing development and infrastructure

Strategic programmes, plans, policies and proposals should:

October 2019

Encourage careful siting of new housing and economic development, in keeping with
existing landscape patterns and characteristics, to reduce landscape and visual impacts;

Promote the development of design guidance for new housing and economic
development which links character with design, promotes high quality development
that respects landscape character, and offer positive opportunities for community
engagementindesignissues;

Promote the principle that new development should respect existing landscape
features such astrees, hedgerows or traditional stone walls that are important to local
character and should be retained;

Encourage the design of new housing and economic development to respect the
distinctive landscape setting of settlements, including key approaches to the
settlement, inward and outward views, woodland, trees, river corridors and open spaces;

Encourage the retention of species-rich roadside verges as key landscape features and
importanthabitats;

Promote design of new highways infrastructure which avoids and minimises the
potentially adverse landscape and visual impacts of new road schemes through careful
route selection and engineering design, retention of mature landscape features, on- and
off-site planting and sensitive lighting designto limitlight pollution andretain dark skies
(particularly associated with the moorland areas);

Encourage newminorroadimprovementsthatrespectexisting characterandfeatures
and avoid the introduction of new features such as boundary treatments that are alien
to existing character;

Encourage sensitive location of overhead transmission lines, telecommunications
masts and renewable energy infrastructure, avoiding sensitive skylines;

Encourage providers to share masts to help minimise impact on the landscape and
visual character;

Promote the production of complementary Green Infrastructure Strategies as an
integral part of development strategies, plans and proposals;

Encourage the use of local building materials and styles when restoring traditional
vernacular buildings and in new build developments.
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Climate Change

Thefollowing section examinesthe keyforcesfor changerelatedto climate change within

the study area and identifies suggested ‘high-level’ landscape management principles.

Climate changeisincreasingly acknowledged as akeydriver of future landscape change.
The UK Climate Projections 2018%reviews recenttrends and predicts the type of climate
changesthat might be expected inthefuture. General climate changetrends projectedin

the UK for the 215'centuryinclude:

« Allareasofthe UK will be warmer, with warming greater in summer than winter;
« Seasonal and regional variation in rainfall, but overall resulting in drier summers and
wetter winters;

« Sealevelswillrise, butthis will be greaterin the south of the UK than the north.

On the moors and fells, winter storms and increased incidences of heavy rainfall could
wash nutrientsfrom soils. Duringwarmer summers, important peatsoils could dry outand
begintoreleasecarbonintotheatmosphereandthereisalsoariskofincreasedincidences
of peat and bracken fires. The erosion of gullies from moorland grips as a result of freak

rainfallorflashfloodingisalso apotentialissue.

Increasing frequency of storm events and heavy rainfall are likely to cause continuing
problems of flooding within the study area. Flooding events can often cause damageto,
and loss of, historic bridges and buildings. Flooding therefore poses a major risk to the
historic character of riverside settlements such as Richmond. In order to protect
settlementsitmaybe necessarytoadaptbuildings, create wash-landsto store river water
within the floodplain, or undertake woodland planting or water impoundment measures
upstream. Restoring degraded peatbogs could also help to alleviate flood risk as the bog

actsasastoreforwater.

From a biodiversity perspective, natural habitats and species may be put under severe
pressure from changes in temperatures. The impacts of climate change on peat bogs

within the study area are also a particular concern. If peat bogs dry out, they could

2B UKCP18 - https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/collaboration/ukcp
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potentially release thousands of years’ worth of stored carbon into the atmosphere. The
erosion of vegetation cover from blanket bog can reduce its water retention capacity and
increase the risk of downstream flood peaks. In this context, the implementation of the
Water Framework Directive?®is likely to have a significantinfluence onland use and water
resource policy in the study area in the medium to long term. This may assist in the
preservation of blanket peat bog areas and increase the extent and quality of wetland
habitats through more integrated and ecosystem-led approaches to catchment

management. Itis not clear how this would continue to be implemented post-Brexit.

The current reliance on unsustainable groundwater abstraction means that agricultural
practices will need to change. There is also a need to use water more efficiently and this
should bereflectedinthe design of newbuildings and their surroundings. Water Sensitive
Urban Design (WSUD)willbe crucialwithinnewdevelopmentand measures canbetaken
to retrofit buildings and settlements. Increasing pressure on water resources, depleted
aquifers and a hotter, drier climate will make low-flow eventsinrivers more likely, and this

willhave anegative effectonriver habitats.

As aresponse to climate change, there is a strong emphasis on moving towards generating
energy from renewable as opposed to finite sources. Renewable energy can include a
number of forms, fromwind technology (single turbines and wind farms) to biomass, solar
and hydro-electrictechnologies, all of which are likely to have impacts onthe landscape if
not sensitively designed and sited. It is important to ensure that renewable energy
development does not detract from the special qualities of the landscape. The scale and
form of wind farms should be compatible with the character of the local landscape and
that of the wider area in which they are visible. Care should also be taken to ensure that
the cumulative impact of wind farmsin any one locality is not excessive. Overhead power
linesandotherwirescanalsohaveanintrusiveimpactonthelandscape, particularlywithin

those landscapes with high visual sensitivity.

Risingtothe Climate Crisis®, sets outplanning guidancetoaidthe preparation of strategic
and local development plans to encourage future action on climate change and

appropriate development of sustainable energy within local areas.

292000/60/EC
%0 A Guide for Local Authorities on Planning for Climate Change, TCPA and RTPI 2018
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Guiding principles for managing climate change

Strategic programmes, plans, policies and proposals should:

Encourage sensitive site selection for renewable energy technologies including  of
sensitive skylines and important views;

Encourage sensitive design of renewable energy technologies such as wind turbines,
biomass plants and energy crops;

Encourage habitat linkage within the agricultural landscapes to increase robustness to
climate change;

Encourage the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) within the design
of new housing and economic development both within and outside flood risk areas;
Encourage the retention of a range of ecological habitats and species to encourage the
local spread of species if a habitat becomes inhospitable as a result of climate change;
Encourage the maintenance and creation of a series of ecological networks, with buffer
zones around high quality habitats;

Encourage the natural development of rivers to increase the potential for species and
habitats to adapt naturally to these changes;

Encourage the implementation of a multi-functional network of greenspaces and links
(Green Infrastructure).
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Mineral Extraction

The following section examines the key forces for change related to mineral extraction
within the study area and identifies suggested ‘high-level’ landscape management

principles.

Mineral extraction has along history across North Yorkshire. It has been suggested that
the Romans were interested in occupying Yorkshire in order to exploit the mineral wealth
of the region, especially the Pennine Moors. However, mining activities probably began
long before Romanoccupation. The disruptive nature of mining activitiestothelandscape
canbe seeninmany of the upland areasin North Yorkshire where spoil heaps and heavily

eroded water gullies are remnant landscape features.

There are anumber of active quarries within the study area providing arange of products
including sand and gravelaggregates andlimestone. Thereis evidence of historic mining
within the moorland in the west of the study area. There are large quarries within the
Yorkshire Dales and moorland areas near Leyburnin the study area, associated with the
limestone regions and producing crushed rock aggregate for use in the construction
industry. There are also active extraction sites near Barton and Forcett in the north of the
study areaand at Scortonwhere former gravel pits form a series of lakes nearto the River

Swale.

Use of vernacular building materials, particularly stone, is considered important in
maintaining and strengthening the character of settlements within the study area. Many
of these vernacular materials are imported from China and India. The Yorkshire Dales
National Park Authority has shown aninterestin the development of local quarries which
could provide a source of building stone. The effects of each individual proposal on the

environment should be assessed and cumulative effects should also be considered.

Extensionsto quarries or development of new quarries will resultin changesto landform,
land use and vegetation cover. Quarries may be prominent within views depending on
location andtopography. Recentquarrying activity can create artificial landforms andthe
colour contrast of exposed rock can increase the visual prominence of the quarry. Banks

or planting intended to screen quarries may introduce new and discordant features into

October 2019 42 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study

111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



4.5.6

457

the landscape, particularly where local species or boundary features are not used. Quarries
may cause an increased number of large vehicles in rural areas detracting from the
tranquillity of the area and increasing pressure on the road system. Road improvement
schemes associated with quarries might introduce standardised road design, including
safety barriers, embankments and cuttings, fencing, and signing, which are poorly

integrated with their rural setting.

Thereisconsiderable scope for mitigating the landscape and visual impacts of quarrying.
Blasting canbe usedtorestore more naturallandformsandvegetationcover canbe easily
re-established. Limestone quarries in particular can become valuable habitats while

lowland gravel extractions have become important wetland sites.

Itshould be notedthat North Yorkshire County Councilisthe minerals and waste planning

authoritywith statutory responsibility forminerals planning within Richmondshire.

Guiding principles for managing mineral extraction

Strategic programmes, plans, policies and proposals should:

« Promote the design of any new mineral development in sympathy with existing
landscape character or of earlier stages of landscape evolution;

« Encourage the enhancement of landscapes and habitats through the creative
restoration of mineral workings to restore or enhance local landscape character.
Particular care should be taken to encourage the creation of post mineral extraction
landscapesthathave anaffinity with their existing landscape setting or of earlier stages
of landscape evolution;

« Contribute to the protection of features of mining and quarrying heritage (such as old
guarries) which may offer opportunities to understand and enjoy aspects of the study
area’s geology, history and building materials;

« Encourage the preparation of a mitigation strategy that embraces a landscape scale
approach and conserves and enhances the distinctiveness and well-being of the
surrounding landscape and supports the development of a green infrastructure

approach.
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5.0 LANDSCAPECHARACTERDESCRIPTIONS

5.1 Local Landscape Character Type A: Moors

Characterisation

Key Characteristics

« Flatupland plateaux of high moorland, with convex slopes and occasional gritstone
outcrops

« Strong sense of tranquillity and remoteness throughout, with associated dark night
skies and lowlevels of intrusion and light pollution

« Expansive, strongly rural, undeveloped character

« Open skylines, wide panoramic/extensive views over wider lowland landscape

« Characteristic moorland vegetation composed of heather and dwarf shrubs with
blanket bog

« Thecolourchangeswiththe seasonsandgivesrisetodark hilltopswhich contrast with
the green ofthe valleys and uplandfringe

« MOD ranges incorporating plantations (e.g. Feldom and Bellerby ranges)

« Evidence of historic land use from prehistoric times through to the present still highly
visible asaresultofrelatively lowlevels of cultivationand development

« Largetractsofopenaccesslandandcommonland

« Remnantsoflead mining, particularly tothe west

Description

511 The LLCT comprises elevated, gently rounded hills, often with stepped sides facing valleys,
forming broad plateaux to the north and south of Swaledale. Plateaux are dissected by
steep sided gullies, and plateaux edges are often defined by dark, blocky gritstone
outcrops, with scree below. Watercourses tend to be rocky, with grass, heather or rush

banksandoccasionaltreesonrockandcliffsinshelteredgills.
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5.13

Deep layers of peat overlay carboniferous rocks, while millstone grits outcrop locally in
summits and gullies. Land cover is dominated by extensive tracts of acid grassland, blanket
bog and upland heath, creating an interesting and recognisable landscape pattern. The
landscape is widely grazed by sheep and heather moorland is managed for grouse
shooting. Settlement is generally absent from the open moor tops, with scattered

traditional farmsteads with modern outbuildings are oftenlocated atthe fringes.

This is a large-scale, rural landscape with an associated strong sense of isolation and
tranquillity. Long distance views across open moorland to distant summits, as well as
panoramic views of the northern dales contribute to a recognisable sense of place. The
moors generally have a rugged, unmanaged and remote character, with human influences
largely limited to occasional fences and cairns, with few roads or tracks crossing the

plateaux. Theextensive moorlandandheathsupportdiverse uplandbirdcommunities.
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Evaluation

Sensitivity to Change Issues

« High visual sensitivity as a result of elevated, open nature of this landscape, which
facilitates panoramic views across adjacent LLCT;

« Highecological sensitivity asaresultofthe distinctive patchwork of blanketbogs and
heather moorland which provide key habitats for plants and birds and are designated
as part ofthe North Pennine Moors SPA, SSSland SAC;

» High landscape and cultural sensitivity resulting from the predominantly intact
landscape pattern of blocky gritstone outcrops, predominantly rural character and
strong sense of remoteness and tranquillity throughout, with associated dark night

skies.

Guidance for Managing Landscape Change

Physical and Ecological Character

Protect and positively manage large, open and expansive areas of moorland
comprising blanket bogs and heather moorland for biodiversity, sense of place and
resilience to climate change;

Seek opportunities to restore, extend and re-link moorland habitats to achieve a strong
habitat network;

Seek opportunities to block moorland grips to benefit soil and water management and
habitat restoration;

Where possible, restore acidic grasslands to dwarf-shrub heath communities and
implement sustainable grazing regimes and burning programmes to promote structural
and biological diversity;

Manage livestock densities to avoid poaching of soils and aid water infiltration, limiting
surface runoff;

Improve and maintain blanket bog in good condition in order to preserve the high soil
carbon content and protect underlying archaeological and paleo environmental
deposits;

Protect important geological exposures, including gritstone outcrops, using semi-
natural land cover to enhance landform features

October 2019 46 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study
111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



Cultural and Historical Character

Maintain the visibility of upstanding archaeological remains and ground features;
Encourage the use of local (gritstone) building materials for the repair and
restoration of stone walls and building;

Protect historic landscape features such as remnant mines, quarries and
roadside limekilns;

Restore and provide interpretation of extractive and industrial sites such as
quarries and limekilns;

Maintain sustainable grazing intensities and low levels of scrub to ensure the
integrity and visibility of archaeological sites.

Aesthetic and Perceptual Character

Maintain public access to enable enjoyment of this landscape and the sense of
‘escapism’ and ‘inspiration’ it provides whilst protecting vulnerable habitats,
through the network of public footpaths and open access land;

Protect key views to adjacent Moors Fringe and Dales;

Conserve the predominantly rural character, overall sense of tranquillity and
remoteness; and dark night skies

Local Landscape Character Areas

514 There are seven landscape character areas within this LLCT, namely:

October 2019

Al—MarrickandNewForestMoorLCA
A2 —Throstle Gill/Marske Beck Moor LCA
A3 —Gayles and Marske Moor LCA
A4—Prestonand StaintonMoorLCA
A5-Downholme andHipswellMoorLCA
A6—Witton Moor LCA
A7-TanHillMoorLCA
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Landscape Character Area A1: Marrick and New Forest Moor

Location

5.15 ThisLCAisanexpanse of highmoorlandinthevery north-westofthe studyarea, including

High Moor, Kexwith Moor, Holgate Moor, Hurst Moor and Marrick Moor. It is bounded to

the westby the Yorkshire Dales National Park, to the south by Marrick and Marske Moors
Fringe LCABB6, tothe eastby Throstle Gill/Marske Beck LCAAZ2,the north-eastby Gayles

and Marske Moor LCAA3and extendsnorthinto County Durham.

Key Characteristics

Expansive, flat upland plateaux of high moorland, with convex slopes and occasional
gritstone outcrops

A vast area of rugged, moorland dissected by fast-running becks that create narrow,
oftenwoodedvalleysthatincisethe plateaux

Remote character, with human influences largely limited to occasional farmsteads,
hamlets, dry stone walls and cairns, with only a few roads or tracks crossing the plateaux

Numerous visible remnants of lead mining, including disused shafts, tips and pits

particularlyinthe southwest of the area

Strong sense of tranquillity and remoteness throughout, with associated dark night

skies and lowlevels of intrusion and light pollution

Open skylines, wide panoramic/extensive views particularly west across the moorland
ofthe Yorkshire Dales National Park and east across the vale and beyond to the North

Yorkshire Moors National Park

Current Character

5.1.6 This LCA covers some of the highest topography in the study area, ranging from

approximately 290m AOD in the east to 500m AOD in the northwest. The landformrises

up from the valley of LCA A2, through a moderate to steep gradient, to the plateaux of

Kexwith Moor and Holgate Moor inthe north of the LCA.
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5.1.10
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The moors are dissected by steep sided gullies, and plateaux edges are occasionally
defined by dark, blocky gritstone outcrops and stepped valleys. Watercoursestend to be
rocky,withgrass, heatherorrushbanksandoccasionaltreesonrockandcliffsinsheltered

gills.

This is a sparsely vegetated landscape. Land cover comprises of large areas of unenclosed
heather moorland or rough grass, interspersed with blocks of parliamentary enclosure
defined by straight, dry-stone wall boundaries. Much of thisis classified as commonland,
withopenaccess. The narrow valleys often contain woodland planting including areas of
ancient woodland, particularly at Holgate Beck. There are no nationally designated

landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

There is limited settlement within this LCA, comprising farm properties and occasional
individual and clusters of cottages often on the valley sides. There is a concentration of
former mine workings including disused shafts, pits and quarries to the west of the LCA

andbecominglessapparenttotheeast.

This is a predominantly exposed landscape with big skies, and panoramic views from
higher slopes and summits across to the lower lying land in the east of the study area.
Historic areas of parliamentary enclosure are visually conspicuous, divided by straight, dry-

stone wallboundaries.

Historic Landscape Character

The area is dominated by mineral extraction (lead mining), especially in the west and
north-east. Towards the north, there is alarge area of reverted moorland. The remainder
of the LCA is largely a mix of piecemeal and planned enclosure from the late medieval

period, defined by drystone walls. Areas of intake are also scattered across the LCA.
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Landscape Condition

5.1.12 Due to the predominantly unsettled and remote character, the expansive moorland
landscape is largely intact, with important areas of peat bog and heath. The condition of
this has been affected by land management practices, with localised areas experiencing
over-grazing and removal of moorland heath. Dry-stone wall boundaries are generally

well-maintained. Overall,thelandscapeisingoodconditionthroughoutthe LCA.

Forces for Change

« Changesinlandmanagementpracticesthatwouldresultinfragmentation of moorland
habitats;

« Potential impact of large-scale development in nearby LCA on panoramic views;

« Potential conversion of rural properties that would alter the settlement pattern;

« Increaseinpopulationand visitornumbersresultinginassociatedrecreationimpacts,
demandfortourisminfrastructure/signage etcand overalltranquillity;

« Potential impact of vertical structures such as masts and renewable energy
developments as aresultof increasing infrastructure demandsthatwould be intrusive
ontheskylinesandwouldimpactonremoteness;

« Futureimpacts of climate change on habitats and particularly blanketbog structure.
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5.1.13
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5.1.15

Landscape Character Area A2: Throstle Gill/Marske Beck Moor

Location

This LCAis anarrow valley within the moorland in the north-west of the study area, to the
north of Swaledale. Itisboundedtothe westbythe Marrickand New ForestMoor LCA A1,
tothe north and east by Gayles and Marske Moor LCA A3 and to the south by Marrick and
Marske Moors Fringe LCABS.

Key Characteristics

« Narrow, incisedvalley cutinto the highmoorland

« Stepped valley sides with rock outcrops

« Scattered trees and woodland on the valley sides

« Largely unenclosed landscape of rough grassland with some dwarf shrub

« Remote, tranquilcharacterassociatedwiththerural, pastorallandscape and very little
settlementinfluence

« Enclosed visual character due to the steep-sided valley slopes

Current Character

This LCAconsists ofthe narrow, incised valley containing the watercourses ofthe Marske
Beck, Throstle Gilland Waitgate Gill. Orgate Force is a single drop waterfall on Marske Beck
inthe south ofthe LCA. The valley is characterised by the exposed, steep-sided valley sides.
Rock outcrops on the upper slopes mark the edge of the LCA with the moors to the east
andwest. Thehighestlandisinthe north-eastcloseto Cordilleras Lane (365mAOD). The

lowest pointatapproximately 170m AODis alongside the Marske Beckinthe south.

Contrasting with the exposed moors, this is a wooded landscape. Scattered, isolated trees
are characteristic oftherockyvalley sidesthatformthe eastofthe LCA. Treesenclosethe
southernreachesof Marske Beck (south of Orgate Bridge) formthe edge of ClintsWoodin
the south. Waitgate Gill in the north of the LCA cuts through a narrow, wooded valley
including an area of ancient and semi-natural woodland. There are no nationally

designated landscape or biodiversity sites in this LCA.
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5.1.16

5.1.17

5.1.18

5.1.19

There is very little settlement in this LCA and only one road into the south of the valley,
providing local access. Farm tracks including bridleways meander across the valley sides
between dispersed farmhouses and barns. These tracks include public footpaths and

bridlewaysthatlinktoopenaccesslandinthe adjacentmoors.

Thisis adistinctive, steep-sided valley landscape with exposed slopes and stepped rock
outcrops. It has a much more enclosed character than the open moorland, giving a

heightened sense of tranquillity associated with scattered, pastoral settlement character.

Historic Landscape Character

The north is largely an area of intake consisting of an irregular enclosure pattern with
drystonewallboundaries. Thesouthisamixture of piecemealandplannedenclosurefrom
the late medieval period, defined by drystone walls. There is also a significant block of

broad-leaved woodland in the south-west.

Landscape Condition

Duetothe predominantlyunsettledandremote character, thewoodedvalleylandscapeis
moderately intact. The condition of this has been historically affected by mining and
existing grazing of the valley slopes resulting in woodland becoming fragmented. Dry-
stone wall boundaries are generally well-maintained. Overall, the landscape is in moderate

condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

« Highvisitornumbersonthefringesofthe Yorkshire Dales, acrossthemoors;

« Potentialimpact of tall structure such as masts and renewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines and wouldimpact onremoteness;

« Future impacts of climate change such as higher rainfall in winter that would affect

waterlevelsandimpactonhabitatstructure.
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Landscape Character Area A3: Gayles and Marske Moor

Location

This LCA consists of an expanse of high moorland in the north-west of the study area
including Gayles Moor, Marske Moor and Feldom Ranges. Itis bound to the west by the
Throstle Gill/Marske Beck Moor LCA A2, northwest by Marrickand New Forest Moor LCA
Al, tothe north by County Durham, to the north-east by Dalton and Gayles Moors Fringe
LCA B2, to the east by Whashton Moors Fringe LCA B5 and to the south by Marrick and
Marske Moors Fringe LCAB6.

Key Characteristics

« Variedtopography of upland plateauxtransitioning to less elevated, more undulating
land particularly inthe north and associated with gillsand becks

« Avastarea of exposed moorland dissected by fast-running gills and becks

« Expansive, generally undeveloped and remote character

« Dominated by Feldom Ranges, an MOD training area with restricted public access

« Scatteredremnants offormerlead mining

« Significant number of shake holes across the landscape, associated with the underlying
geology

« Open skylines with wide, panoramic/extensive views

« Characteristic moorland vegetation composed of heather and dwarf shrubs with

occasional blocks of plantation woodland

Current Character

The LCA comprises of elevated, undulating moorland topography, ranging from
approximately 200m AOD in Feldom Gill in the south to the highest land in the central
western area of Grass Moor at approximately 396m AOD. Landform is more undulating
than the moors to the west, particularly the slopes to the north and east, associated with
small watercourses flowing east into the valley. There are a significant number of shake

holesacrossthe LCA.
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5.1.22

5.1.23

5.1.24

5.1.25

5.1.26

5.1.27

The moors are dissected by the steep sided gullies of the fast-flowing gills and becks
including Rake Beckand Dalton Beckinthe northand Hey Gilland Feldom Gillinthe south.
Watercoursestendtoberocky, withgrass, heatherorrush banksandoccasionaltreeson

rockandcliffsinshelteredgills.

The predominantland coveris heavily grazed openmoorland orrough grass and bracken
with blocks of coniferouswoodland scattered acrossthe landscape. Thereisasmallarea
of ancient woodland at Park Wood on the northeast edge of the LCA. There are no

nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

Much of the area has a rugged and remote character, with human influences limited to
occasional farmsteads, dry stone walls and fences. MOD signage for Feldom Ranges often
stands outin this landscape. The land use in this LCA is predominantly the MOD training
area, which is mostly comprised of high moorland with grazing to the north-west of

Richmond.

Asmallnumber ofdesignated heritage assets arelocatedwithinthe LCAincludingastone
ring cairn scheduled monument on Gayles Moor and Castle Steads hillfort, which forms

partofaspuroverlookingthe steepvalleyof Dalton Beckonthe northeastedgeofthe LCA.

This is a predominantly exposed landscape with big skies, and panoramic views from
higher slopes and summits, particularly across valley slopes and towards the Vale in the
eastofthe studyarea. Wideviewsare available from publicrights of waythatare generally
inthe southeastand north of the LCA. There are also small areas of open accessland on
Marske Moor and Harker Moss in the south and north of the LCA, respectively. Public

accessislimitedacrossmuchofthe LCA, duetotheMODtrainingarea.

Historic Landscape Character

This is largely an area of planned parliamentary enclosure with scattered coniferous
plantation. Towards the north of the LCA are areas of piecemeal and planned enclosure

fromthelate medievalperiod, defined by drystone walls.
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Landscape Condition

5.1.28 MOD land use and management has historically altered the moorland landscape and
habitats have become fragmented. The historic dry-stone wall enclosure boundaries are
generally well-maintained. This is generally a well-managed landscape that is in overall

moderate condition.

Forces for Change

« Changesinfarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and moorland habitats;

« Changesinmilitary activity potentially leading to alterations to the management ofthe
moorland including woodland blocks;

« Potential impact of large-scale development such as settlement expansion in
surrounding LCA in panoramic views;

« Potentialimpactoftall structures such as masts and renewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines and wouldimpactonremoteness;

« Futureimpacts of climate change onhabitats.

October 2019 55 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study
111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



5.1.29

5.1.30

Landscape Character Area A4: Preston and Stainton Moor

Location

This LCA is an expanse of high moorland to the north-west of Leyburn in the west of the
studyarea, including Redmire Moor, Preston Moor and Stainton Moor. Itisboundedtothe
north and west by the Yorkshire Dales National Park, a small area of Mid-Swaledale LCA C3
tothenorth, north-eastby Stainton Moors Fringe (North) LCAB11, tothe south-eastbythe
Stainton Moors Fringe (South) LCA B14 and to the south by Preston-under-Scar Moors
FringeLCAB13.

Key Characteristics

« Uplandplateauxofhighmoorlanddissectedbygillsand becks, with convexslopesand
numerous gritstone outcrops and geological features

« Millstone gritgeology with slowly permeable, seasonally to permanently waterlogged
peaty soils

« Themoorsgenerally have arugged, unmanaged and remote character, particularlyin
thewest

« Alarge area of MOD training area covers the east of the area, with conspicuous rifle
ranges

« Open skylines with wide, panoramic/extensive views

« Characteristic moorland vegetation composed of heather and dwarf shrubs and very

limited tree cover

Current Character

ThisLCAiscomprised ofhighmoorlandforming broad plateauxtothe south of Swaledale.
The highest pointofthe LCA is approximately 470m AOD in the north-west, sloping south
towards Redmire. Thelowesttopographyisapproximately 230m AOD withinthe shallow
valley of Black Beckinthe south-eastofthe LCA. Landformis morerugged and undulating
across Redmire Moor and Preston Moorinthe west. Smoother contours slope downfrom
the plateau summit at Whit Fell towards the eastern edge of the LCA. Surface geology

including remnants of mining activity are characteristic of the west ofthe LCA.
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5.1.32

5.1.33

5.1.34

5.1.35

Anumber of watercoursesrise inthe uplands of this LCA, flowing south and west through
shallow valleys that contribute to localised undulations of the landform. Valleys are
occasionally rocky, with exposed geology. The valley sides are generally rough grassland
with scrub and shrubs on the upper slopes. Tree cover is limited to the south and east

edgesoftheLCA,whereitbeginstotransitionintotheadjacentMoors Fringe LCAs.

Much of the LCA is designated as North Pennine Moors SAC and SPA, which (along with
the North York Moors) hold much of the upland heathland of northern England. At higher
altitudes and wetter areas, the heaths grade into extensive areas of blanket bog.3! Lovely
Seat — Stainton Moor SSSI extends into this LCA. This SSSI forms part of a vast area of
uplandrock onthe watershed betweenWensleydale and Swaledale, whichis designated
as an outstanding example of North Pennines moorland, having an extensive and

complete westto east transition from blanket bog to dry heathland.3?

The west of the LCA has arugged and remote character with numerous, often distinctive
remnant mining features, some of which are designated scheduled monuments. These
includeremainsofawater-poweredsmeltmill, fuelstoreandassociatedbuildings, withthe

remains of flue system leading to anintactchimney.

Theeastofthe LCAbecomeslessruggedwith smootherlandcover. The eastofthe LCAis
characterised by the MOD training area of Bellerby Ranges, which includes a number of
conspicuousrifle ranges and associated buildings. There is very limited settlementin this
LCA. Dry stone walls are generally concentrated around the lower slopes and define small-
scale enclosure. They occasionally stretch into the distance, over therising slopes of the

moors, where they define larger areas of enclosure such as Bellerby Deer Park.

Alarge areaof open access land covers much of the west of the LCA, including a number
of defined public footpaths and tracks, from which wide-ranging views are available across
the surrounding landscape. This is a predominantly exposed landscape with big skies, and
panoramic views from higher slopes and summits across to the lower lying land to the

north, east and south.

8L http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?EUC0ode=UK0030033
%2 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/PDFsForWeb/Citation/2000028. pdf
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5.1.36

5.1.37

Historic Landscape Character

The areais dominated by areas of former mineral extraction (lead mining), especially in
the north and the west. There is an existing large military training area on Bellerby Moor
with the south a mix of planned enclosure from the late medieval period, defined by
drystone walls. There are areas of pasture in the north-east and south-west and the

designed landscape of Bellerby Deer Park in the south-east.

Landscape Condition

Designated aspartofthe SSSI, thisisanimportantand intactareaof moorland. MOD land
use and management has locally altered the moorland landscape and habitats have
become fragmented onthefringes. The historic dry-stone wall enclosure boundaries are
generally well-maintained. This is a well-managed landscape that is in generally good

condition.

Forces for Change

« Changes in farming and land management practices (including changed military
activity) leading tofragmentation of historic enclosure patterns and moorland habitats,
including woodland blocks;

« Neglect of dry-stone wall management;

« Highvisitornumberstoopenaccesslandincluding historic mining sites

« Localised pressure for mineral extraction, considering existing quarries to the south;

« Conversion of barns, especially where new access arrangements and domestication of
the setting arerequired, islikelyto changethe predominantly ruralcharacter;

« Potential impact of large-scale development in surrounding LCAs on panoramic views;

« Potentialimpactoftall structures such as masts and renewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines and wouldimpactonremoteness;

« Changes in military requirements and activities;

« Futureimpacts of climate change on habitats and particularly blanketbog structure.

October 2019 58 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study

111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



5.1.38

5.1.39

5.1.40

Landscape Character Area A5: Downholme and Hipswell Moor

Location

This LCAis an expanse of elevated moorland to the west of Catterick Garrison, including
Downholme Moor and Hipswell Moor. Itis located in the west of the study area, extending
north-westintothe Yorkshire Dales National Park. Itisboundedtothe westbythe Stainton
MoorsFringe (North) LCAB11,tothe southbythe Stainton Moors Fringe (South) LCAB14
and HauxwellMoors Fringe LCAB15, tothe south-eastby Scotton Moors Fringe LCAB12
and north-east by Downholme Moors Fringe LCA B9. The urban area of Catterick Garrison

andassociatedsettlementsistothe eastofthe LCA.

Key Characteristics

« Undulating high moorland with hill tops

« AlargenumberofwatercoursesdrainthisLCA

« Swathesofplantationwoodlandsetwithinundulatingroughgrassland
« Expansive landscape, with very limited settlement

« Numerous access tracks associated with former quarry workings

« Open skylines with wide, panoramic/extensive, often 360° views

« MODinfluence dueto proximity tothe barracks at Catterick Garrison

Current Character

This LCA is an elevated moorland forming a broad plateau in the north-west of the LCA.
The landform generally slopes west to east, down towards the outer edge of Catterick
Garrison. The highest pointis approximately 312m AOD towards the west of the LCA at
Seat How. The undulating landform in the east of the LCA falls to approximately 200m

AODinthe east, atthe edge of the barracks.

The area is more wooded in nature than the other Moors LCAs and is less elevated but
retains an overall exposed character with long-distance, panoramic views over the study
area. Much of the land cover is rough grassland. Significant blocks of predominantly

plantation woodland extend through the LCA with Bardon Moor, in the east, surrounded
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5.1.41

5.1.42

5.1.43

5.1.44

by blocks of coniferous woodland on lower slopes. There is a small area of ancient and
semi-naturalwoodlandwithinthe valley of Risedale Becktothe eastofthe LCA. Thereare
no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites withinthe LCA. Foxglove Covert
Local Nature Reserve covers a large area of moorland edge on the eastern fringe of the

LCA, inthe adjacent Moors Fringe area.

Although this is a predominantly open and exposed moorland landscape, human
influences are greater than in other Moors LCA, given the proximity to Catterick Garrison
and the associated MOD training areas. Coniferous plantations, fence enclosure, signage
and network of access tracks with access barriers contribute to a more managed landscape

character than across the other Moors LCAs.

There is no public access within this LCA, beyond the three roads that pass through the
centre, east and south of the area. Views from the highest topography are wide ranging
acrossthestudyarea, includingacrossthe Swalevalleytothe northtowards Richmondon
therising slopes. Fromlowertopography, views become morerestricted bythe woodland

blocksandundulatinglandform.

Historic Landscape Character

The east of this LCA is largely an area of military (accommodation) with the west
dominated by unenclosed moorland. Thereis a significant area of former deep shaftcoal
mine on Hudswell Moor and anarea of unknown planned enclosure inthe south. Blocks of

mixed plantation and coniferous plantationwoodland are presentinthe north-west.

Landscape Condition

MOD land use and management has historically altered the moorland landscape and
habitats have become fragmented. Plantation woodlands are well maintained and
contributetoscreening of MOD development/land uses. Thisisgenerallyawell-managed

landscapethatisinoverallmoderate condition.
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Forces for Change

« Changesinmilitary activity potentially leading to alterations to the management ofthe
moorland including woodland blocks;

« Neglect of dry-stone wall management;

« Potential conversion of rural properties that would alter the settlement pattern;

« Potential impact of large-scale development in surrounding LCAs on panoramic views;

« Potential impact of vertical structures such as masts and renewable energy
developments as aresultof increasing infrastructure demandsthatwould be intrusive
ontheskylinesandwouldimpactonremoteness;

« Futureimpacts of climate change on habitats and particularly blanketbog structure.

October 2019 61 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study
111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



Landscape Character Area A6: Witton Moor

Location

5.1.45 ThisLCAisanexpanse of elevated moorland comprised of Brown Rigg and Witton Moor,
inthe south ofthe study area. The LLCT extends beyond the study areaboundaryintothe
Yorkshire Dales and Harrogate District. Itis bounded to the north by Witton Moors Fringe
LCAB18.

Key Characteristics

« Flatupland plateaux of highmoorland withinthe Nidderdale AONB

« Millstone gritgeology with slowly permeable, seasonally to permanently waterlogged
peatysoilswithblanketbogs

« Astronglyrural, undeveloped character with strong sense of tranquillity and dark night
skies

« Expansive landscape with open skylines and extensive views over the lowland landscape

« Characteristic moorland vegetation composed of heather and dwarf shrubs and very

little tree cover

Current Character

5.1.46 ThisLCAiscomprised ofelevated moorlandthatgenerallyrisesthroughtheareafromthe
east to the west, with localised undulations around Tranmire Hill. The LCA continues
beyond the study area boundary and forms part of the Nidderdale AONB. The lowest
landform is approximately 237m AOD in the east near to Elligstree, the highest ground

approximately390mAODatBrownRigginthewest.

5.1.47  Anumber of watercourses rise in the north and east of the LCA, flowing through shallow
gullies that contribute to the gently undulating landform across much of the area. There

islittle variationinland coveracrossthisLCA.

5.1.48 This is a predominantly exposed landscape with big skies, and panoramic views from

higherslopesand summits acrosstothelowerlying landinthe east ofthe studyarea. The
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5.1.49

5.1.50

5151

5.1.52

5.1.53

predominant land cover is heath with areas of grazing and rough grassland with bracken
and occasional shrubs often in proximity to the watercourses. There is little or no tree
cover. Thecolourofthevegetationchangeswiththeseasonsandgivesrisetodarkhilltops

which contrast with the green of the valleys and upland fringe.

The majority of the LCA forms part of the North Pennine Moors SAC & SPA and East
Nidderdale Moors (Flamstone Pin —High Ruckles) SSSI due to the international importance
of the blanket bog and heather moorland®*across the region and including across much

oftheLCA. Therearenonationallydesignated historicalsiteswithinthe LCA.

A small farmstead at Tranmire is the only settlement within the LCA in the study area.
Grouseshootingisakeylanduseoftheareaandbuttsandboxesarevisibleinthe exposed

landscape.

The vast majority of the LCA is open access moorland that forms part of the Nidderdale
AONB. Long-distance, panoramic views of the varied surrounding landscape are available
fromacrossthe LCA. Inturn, the exposed moorlandridgeline stands outin views fromthe
adjacentLCAandis akeylandscape feature inthe south of the study area. The Six Dales
Trail, long-distance walk, passes along the eastern boundary of the LCA and takesinthe
variationsinthe Yorkshirelandscape alongitsroute. Itisaremote, tranquil landscape with

characteristic dark night skies.

Historic Landscape Character

This is primarily an area of unenclosed moorland, with a small area of medieval intake in

the south-eastaroundasmallfarmsteadat Tranmire.

Landscape Condition

This is an important moorland landscape with designated, intact areas of heath and

blanketbog. Itforms partof the Nidderdale AONB. Thelandscape iswellmanagedandin

goodconditionthroughoutthe LCA.

33 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/PDFsForWeb/Citation/2000106.pdf
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Forces for Change

« Changesinlandmanagementpracticesthatwouldresultinfragmentationofmoorland
habitats;

« Neglect of dry-stone wall management;

« Highvisitornumbersonthefringesofthe Yorkshire Dales, acrossthemoors;

« Potentialimpact oftall structures such as masts and renewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines and would impactonremoteness;

« Futureimpacts of climate change on habitats and particularly blanketbog structure.
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513

Landscape Character Area A7: Tan Hill Moor

Location

This LCA is an outlying pocket of elevated moorland on the north western edge of the
district, thatlieswithinthe NorthPennines AONB, adjacenttothe Yorkshire Dales National
Park. The LLCT extends beyond the study area boundary into the Yorkshire Dales to the
south and the North Pennines AONB in County Durham and Eden District to the north. It

is isolated from other LCAs in Richmondshire District.

Key Characteristics

0 North-facingmoorlandwithinthe NorthPenninesAONB

0 Superficialdeposits of peatcovermuch ofthelandscape

0 Astronglyrural, undeveloped characterwith strong sense of tranquillity and dark night
skies

0 Expansive landscape with open skylines and extensive views over the North Pennines
AONB

0 Characteristic moorland vegetation composed of heather and dwarf shrubs and very

little tree cover

Current Character

This LCAiscomprised of elevated moorlandthatgenerally risesthroughthe areafromthe
north to the south, giving predominantly north-facing slopes cut by gullies. This is the
highest landform within the study area. The lowest landformis approximately 427m AOD
inthe northto the west of Brock’s Hill, the highest ground approximately 590m AOD inthe
farsouthofthe LCA.

Anumberofsmallwatercoursesriseinthe LCA, flowingmostly northwardsthroughgullies
that contribute to the gently undulating landform across much of the area. Some of these
are steep-sided, such as at Mirk Fell Gill. There is little variation in land cover across this
LCA.

October 2019 65 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study

111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



514

515

5.1.6

5.1.7

518

The majority of the LCA forms part of the North Pennine Moors SAC & SPA and Bowes
Moor SSSI,whichinthisLCAisblanketbogwithdryheath3*. The heathisinterspersedwith
pockets of grazing and rough grassland with bracken and occasional shrubs often in
proximity to the watercourses, that contribute to changing seasonal colour. There s little

ornotreecover.

There is no settlement within this LCA. Grouse shootingis a key land use of the areaand
buttsandboxes arevisible in placesinthe exposedlandscape. Thisareais also scattered
with disused pits and shafts, evidence of the history of mining in the region, and the edge
ofthe Yorkshire Dales National Parkismarked byanumberofboundarystones. Thereare

no nationally designated historical sites within the LCA.

The LCA comprises open access moorland that has an exposed and remote character.
Viewsare ofrolling heathwith big skiesand panoramic views of surroundingmoorlandand
rising landforminthelongerdistance. Itisaremote, tranquil landscape with characteristic
dark nightskies.

Historic Landscape Character

Thisisanareaofunenclosed moorlandthat spansthe surroundingmoors.

Landscape Condition

This is an important moorland landscape with designated areas of heath and blanket

bog. It forms part of the North Pennines AONB. The landscape is well managed and in

overall good condition.

34 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/PDFsForWeb/Citation/1001397.pdf
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Forces for Change

0 Changesinlandmanagementpracticesthatwouldresultinfragmentation ofmoorland
habitats;

0 Neglectofdrystonewallmanagement;

0 Potentialimpact oftall structures such as masts andrenewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines and wouldimpactonremoteness;

0 Futureimpacts of climate change on habitats and particularly blanketbog structure.
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5.2 Local Landscape Character Type B: Moors Fringe

Characterisation

Key Characteristics

Gently sloping landscape which forms a transition between higher moors andfells to
thewestandthevalelandscapetothe east

Predominantly rural landscape with an associated relatively strong sense of tranquillity
The LLCT is dissected by several significant river valleys running from west to east,
includingthe SwaleandUre

A patchwork of arable and pastoral fields which are delineated by stone walls and
hedgerow field boundaries

A mosaic of landscapes including moorland and acid grassland with variety of woodland
cover, particularly associated with the valleys, many copses and plantations on the side
slopes, and hedges and trees in the lower-lying arable areas
Dispersedsettlementpatternofsmallvillagesandlargefarmsteadslinkedbyanetwork
of minor roads

Settlements generally display buildings which are predominantly constructed from
local stone, resulting instrongvisual unity

Historic parklands and wooded estates enclosing a number of country houses are

scattered throughout the landscape

Description

521 This LLCT forms much of the central part of the study area. Itforms the slopes at the edge

of the Moors, into the valley areas and transitioning into the Vale. It comprises the gently

sloping eastern fringes of the Yorkshire Dales to the north and Gritstone Moors and Fells

tothe south. Thereislocalvariationintopography.

522 The Moors Fringe is divided by the valleys of the River Swale and River Ure which drain west

toeast. Thisisatransitionallandscapelying between predominantly arablelandscapesto

the eastand pastoralfarming tothe west.
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B: Moors Fringe
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523

524

Enclosure patternsvary greatly depending onlocation and historic origin, including larger
scale enclosures with very strong landscape patterns, and small-scale, irregular field
patterns, closeto villages and often of medieval origins. There isatransition in the type of
field enclosure, varying from hedges in the east to dry stone walls at higher elevations in
the west. This is essentially a rural landscape that is largely undeveloped with an associated
relatively strong sense of tranquillity. It supports a moderate density of small villages and
large farmsteads linked by a network of minor roads. Settlements in the area are
predominantly constructed from local stone, thereby resulting in strong visual unity and
sense of harmony with the surrounding landscape, mostly using Millstone Grit but with

somelimestoneintheeast.

A mosaic of landscapes is present including moorland and acid grassland. There is a variety
of woodland cover, with blocks of plantations and scattered copses across valley slopes,
and hedges and tree field boundaries in the lower-lying arable areas. Historic parklands
and wooded estates enclose a number of country houses including Aske Hall and Jervaulx.

Large farmsteads are also scattered throughout the LLCT.
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Evaluation

Sensitivity to Change Issues

High visual sensitivity as a result of strong intervisibility with adjacent higher and
lower LLCT.

Moderate ecological sensitivity overallasaresultofthe numerous smallwoodlands
and hedgerows which provide key habitats. These have, however, been depletedin
places by agricultural improvement.

High landscape and cultural sensitivity as a result of the predominantly intact
pattern of hedgerows and drystone walls at field boundaries, the patchwork of historic
designed landscapes, predominantly rural character and relatively strong sense of

tranquillity.

Guidance for Managing Landscape Change

Physical and Ecological Character

Protect the pastoral character of the Moors Fringe LLCT;

Conserve andrestore drystone walls, particularly where they are highly visible within
the landscape andform strong patterns with a high degree of integrity;

Manage areas of woodland, allowing tothicken;

Manage grazing tofacilitate the natural regeneration of woodland,;

Encourage the management of permanent pasture to maximiseits ecological value by
avoidance of ploughing, re-seeding, artificial fertiliser, drainage and other potentially
damaging farming operations as well as encouraging appropriate stocking levels and
land use cycle;

Where possible, removeinvasive, non-native species.

Cultural and Historical Character

October 2019

Manage and restore historic parklands and traditional buildings, retaining veteran
trees and reintroducing wood pasture;

Ensure that the strong visual unity of settlements and traditional buildings is
maintained using appropriate local materials — mostly Millstone Grit for buildings and
walls;

Protect the rich range of historic landscape features including variety of designed
historic parks and gardens and their settings;

Maintain sustainable grazing intensities and scrub management on archaeological
sites andearthworks;

Restore and manage historic parklands, retaining mature veteran trees and restoring
vistas;
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5.25

October 2019

« Encourage a built form which respects the simple architecture of farmsteads and

Aesthetic and Perceptual Character

cottages and reflects the characteristic settlement pattern of small villages, linked by
minor roads.

Maintain public access to enable enjoyment of this landscape and the sense of
‘escapism’ and ‘inspiration’ it provides whilst protecting vulnerable habitats,
through the network of public footpaths and open access land;

Seek opportunities to develop new educational access schemes to promote the
strong agricultural, forestry, cultural and historical significance of the landscape

Local Landscape Character Areas

There are 19 landscape character areas within this LLCT, namely:

B1 Newsham Moors Fringe

B2 Dalton and Gayles Moors Fringe
B3 East and West Layton Moors Fringe
B4 Melsonby Moors Fringe

B5 Whashton Moors Fringe

B6 Marrick and Marske Moors Fringe
B7 Richmond West Moors Fringe

B8 Richmond East Moors Fringe

B9 Downholme Moors Fringe

B10 Colburn MoorsFringe

B11 Stainton Moors Fringe (North)
B12 Scotton Moors Fringe

B13 Preston-under-Scar Moors Fringe
B14 Stainton Moors Fringe (South)
B15 Hauxwell Moors Fringe

B16 Tunstall Moors Fringe

B17 Middleham Moors Fringe

B18 Witton Moors Fringe

B19 Spennithorne Moors Fringe

71

111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21

Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study
ChrisBlandford Associates



5.2.6

5.2.7

5.2.8

Landscape Character Area B1: Newsham Moors Fringe

Location

Thisisthetransitional area between the high moorland of Barningham Moor to the lower-
lyingland inthe Ravensworth Valley and includes the village of Newsham. Itforms part of
the north edge of the study area. It is bounded to the north and west by County Durham,
north-east by Caldwell Vale LCA F1, to the east by Ravensworth Narrow Valley LCA D1 and
tothesouthbyDaltonandGaylesMoorsFringe LCAB2.

Key Characteristics

0 Agentlysloping, transitional landscape between the upland moorland to the west and
the lower-lying landscape of the Ravensworth Valley tothe eastand River Tees Valley
to the north-east

0 A patchwork of arable and pastoral fields which are delineated by a combination of
stonewallsandhedgerowfieldboundarieswithtrees

0 Predominantly rural landscape with an associated relatively strong sense of tranquillity

0 Dispersedsettlementpatternofsmallvillagesandlargefarmsteadslinkedbyanetwork
of minor roads

0 Generally enclosed pattern and visibility

Current Character

The landform within this LCA slopes gently from the moorland edge at approximately
220m AOD in the south-west to lower lying land at approximately 160m AOD at Dyson
Beck. Tothenorthof Dyson Beck, thelie oftheland changes, withlower-lying, gentle west-

east slopes down to approximately 140m AOD.

Dyson Beck divides the LCA into north and south, where field pattern and tree cover
changes. Thebeckisidentifiable by aneast-westsinuousline of ripariantreesandshrubs.
Small copses and tree field boundaries connect south up slope, connecting with small

woodlands/tree blocks often around farmsteads.
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5.2.10

5211

5.2.12

5.2.13

The arable landscape encompasses the linear village of Newsham on the eastern boundary
of the LCA. This comprises a pattern of generally small-scale, regular shaped
predominantly arable fields defined by a combination of dry-stone wall and hedgerow
boundarieswith trees. Fieldsincreaseinsize andtree cover reducestowards the north of
the LCA as it transitions into the valley landscape. South of the village of Newsham, the
field pattern is more irregular with scattered trees, remnant of former parkland. There

are no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA

Settlement comprises the village of Newsham in the southeast of the LCA and dispersed
farmsteads and cottages in the wider area, accessed via minor roads and long tracks. There
are a number of listed buildings scattered through the area, including a cluster of

properties in the village of Newsham.

The LCAcomprisesarural, generally stilllandscape. Visibilityis predominantly enclosed
bythe pattern ofhedgerows andtree boundaries. Occasionally, views openupacrossthe
valleytothe north. The A66 formsthe north-eastboundary ofthe LCAand hassome local

intrusiononthestilllandscape.

Historic Landscape Character

This is predominantly formed of an area of modern improved fields, particularly in the
north and through the centre. The south is dominated by piecemeal enclosure of the late
medieval period, characterised by dry-stonewalls. There arealsoacouple ofareas of strip

fields, inthe north-west and in the south.

Landscape Condition

Farming practices have resulted in localised fragmentation of field boundaries. Tranquillity
isinterruptedbythenearby A66. Riparianvegetation providesimportanthabitatstructure.

Thelandscapeisingenerallymoderate conditionthroughoutthe LCA.
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Forces for Change

0 Changes to farming practices, such as through amendments to subsidies and
intensification, impacting onfield boundaries and use/appearance of farmbuildings;

0 Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

0 Potential impact of local development such as alterations to existing buildings and
expansion of farm complexes and village edge;

0 Potentialimpactoftall structures such as masts andrenewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onrural views and impact onremoteness;

0 Futureimpacts of climate change on crops andhabitats
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5.2.14

5.2.15

5.2.16

Landscape Character Area B2: Dalton and Gayles Moors Fringe

Location

This LCA forms undulating mid-slopes to the east of Gayles Moor. It includes the
settlements of Dalton and Gayles and is located in the north-west of the study area. Itis
bounded to the north by the Newsham Moors Fringe LCA B1, to the east by the
Ravensworth Narrow Valley LCAD1, tothe south by Whashton Moors Fringe LCAB5and
tothewestbythe Gaylesand Marske Moor LCAA3.

Key Characteristics

0 Undulating, often steeply sloping landform across mid-valley slopes

0 Predominantly rural landscape with an associated relatively strong sense of tranquillity

0 A patchwork of arable and pastoral fields which are delineated by stone walls and
hedgerow field boundaries

0 Dispersedsettlementpatternofsmallvillagesandlargefarmsteadslinkedbyanetwork
of minor roads

0 Settlements nestled within undulating contours and small-scale enclosure pattern

0 Woodlandontheupperslopesdefinesthe edge between Moors and Moors Fringeand

formtheskylineinviewsacrosstheLCA

Current Character

The LCA forms the transition between the upland moorland to the west and the lower-
lying landscape of the Ravensworth Valley to the east. The landform slopes gently from
south-westto north-east. The highest pointis approximately 260m AOD near Park Wood
in the south-west. The lowest point is approximately 160m AOD at Dalton, where the

gradient becomes less steep into the adjacent valley.

Several small watercourses drain this LCA. These rise in the adjacent moorland and

generallyflowthroughvegetatedgulliesintothe valleylandscapetothe eastofthe LCA.
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5.2.17

5.2.18

5.2.19

5.2.20

The predominantland useis arable farming. Medium, irregular fields are characteristic of
the area. Smaller, more regular shaped fields often surround the settlements. The LCA
hasanoverallwooded character, created by the scattered woodland blockslinked byfield
boundarytrees andtreesalong watercourses, andoccasionalfieldtrees. Thereisasmall
block of ancient and semi-natural woodland at Swinery Wood. There are no nationally

designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

Settlementisgenerally concentrated onthe lower slopes ofthe LCA. There are two, small
villages located on the lower slopes, on the main vehicular route that follows the slope
contours along the eastern LCA boundary. Small clusters of farm buildings and cottages
are dispersed across the rising slopes. There are a several listed buildings through the area,
whichare largely clustered within the village conservation areas. Listed buildingsinclude

GaylesHalland Dalton Hall, which are prominentfeatures ontherising slopesofthe LCA.

The undulating, upland landscape has strong intervisibility with surrounding LCA,
particularly consideringviews acrossthe narrowvalley ofthe moorsfringe tothe east. This
isa predominantly exposed landscape of undulating slopes, thatis broken up by blocks of
woodland that often form the skylines in views from the east. Views from the public
footpaths that cross the LCA, are often wide-ranging along and across the valley to the

northandeast.

Historic Landscape Character

This LCA is a patchwork of piecemeal enclosure, unknown planned enclosure and modern
improved fields. There are blocks of mixed plantation and coniferous woodland and an
areaof stripfields aroundthe west of Dalton. An areaof elite residence®is presentaround

Gayles Hall.

35 HLC settlement character
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Landscape Condition

5.2.21 Changes in farming practices and land management have resulted in a mosaic of land
coverandvarying enclosure patterns. Field boundary hedgerows andtrees aregenerally
well maintained and link with managed woodland blocks. The landscape is in moderate-

good conditionthroughoutthe LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Changesinfarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and boundaries;

0 Potential large-scale agricultural buildings could introduce dominant landscape
elements, resulting in changes to settlement character;

0 Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

0 Potentialimpact oftall structures such as masts andrenewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

0 Futureimpactsof climate change onhabitats.
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Landscape Character Area B3: East and West Layton Moors Fringe

Location

5.2.22 Thisis acontinuation of the moors fringe landscape between the narrow valley and vale
LLCT inthe north of the study area and continues westinto County Durham. Itis bounded
to the north by Caldwell Vale LCA F1 and Aldbrough Vale LCA F2, to the south-east by
Melsonby Moors Fringe LCA B4 andtothe south and westby Ravensworth Narrow Valley

LCAD1and Gilling Narrow Valley LCAD2.

Key Characteristics

0 Rounded, gently sloping hillsides;

0 Arurallandscapewithanassociated sense oftranquillity

0 Well-woodedslopeswithanumberofsmall, plantationwoodlands

0 Apredominatelyarable landscape withirregularfield pattern delineated by hedgerow
field boundaries

0 Dispersedsettlementpatternofsmallvillagesandlargefarmsteadslinkedbyanetwork
of minor roads

0 Settlements generally display buildings and walls which are predominantly constructed
fromlocal stone, resulting in strong visual unity

0 Areas of aggregate quarrying

Current Character

5.2.23 TheLCAisacontinuation of the Moors Fringe from the west. Itforms the northern part of
an elongated hillbetweenthe Narrow Valley and Vale landscapesinthe north of the study
area. The landform gently slopes up from approximately 130m AOD on the edge of the
Ravensworth and Gilling Valleys towards East Layton on the crest of the hill (approximately
170mAOD). Theridgeline continues north-westand south-eastacross gently undulating

landform.
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5.2.24

5.2.25

5.2.26

5.2.27

5.2.28

5.2.29

There areasmallnumberof watercoursesthatdrainthe LCA. These generallyfollowfield
boundaries and are not conspicuous in the landscape. Small lakes have beenformedin

former gravel pits in the north of the area.

The predominant land use is arable farming comprising a mixture of small, regular often
linear fields in proximity to settlements and large, irregular fields on lower slopes. The
landscape has a variety of tree cover, including remnant parkland planting around West
Layton, blocks of plantation on slopes to the north and south of East Layton, disperse
woodland blocks, hedgerows and shelterbelts. There are significant blocks of deciduous
woodland at Scot Buts (southern edge of ForcettHall Registered Park and Garden (RPG)
and classified ancient woodland) and around Forcett Quarry. There are no nationally

designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

East Layton and West Layton are the two villages in this LCA. They have different
characters, fromthelinearsettlementof EastLaytontothe clusterof propertiesand walled
gardens and paddocks around the Manor House and church at West Layton. A small
number offarmsteads are dispersedacrossthe LCA, withruralbusinessesincluding farm

shop and caravan park tothe south of the A66.

There are several heritage assets that are locally apparent within the LCA including
woodlandthatformsthe edge of ForcettHallRPG and earthworks associatedwiththe Iron

Age and Medieval settlement at Stanwick (in the adjacent LCA).

The vegetation pattern creates an overall sense of enclosure and contributes to a generally
stilllandscape. Localised intrusion is associated with the quarry works in the north of the
LCAandtrafficonthe A66 thattransectsthe southern part ofthe LCA. Quarryworks have

historicallybeenapartofthislandscape, althoughmodernworkingsare moreintrusive.

Due to undulating landform and vegetation cover visibility is generally contained. Long-
distanceviews occasionallyopenup, particularly southalongroadsandfootpathssloping
down to the south of the LCA, looking across the valley to the edge of Gayles and Marske

Moor. Therearealsowideviewsacrossthevalelandscapetothenorthandeast.
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5.2.30

5.2.31

October 2019

Historic Landscape Character

This area largely consists of unknown planned enclosure and modern improved fields.
Small areas of piecemeal and planned enclosure are present. There is a significant block of
broadleaf woodland at Scot Buts and Fox Covert Wood in the north-east and scattered

coniferous plantation.

Landscape Condition

Farming practices and quarrying of the landscape has historically altered the landscape
pattern, resulting in fragmentation of land cover. The historic, rural character of the
villagesisintactincluding characteristic stone buildings. The landscapeisinmoderateto

poor condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;
Changesin farming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns,
neglect of stone wall boundaries and conversion of permanent pastures to arable that
could affect archaeological features including earthworks;

Potential large-scale agricultural buildings could introduce dominant landscape
elements, resulting in changes to existing landscape character;

Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

Potentialimpact of tall structures such as masts andrenewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

Localised pressure to expand limestone extraction;

Futureimpactsofclimate change onhabitats.

81 Richmondshire Landscape Character
Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study

111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



Landscape Character Area B4: Melsonby Moors Fringe

Location

5.2.32 Thisis acontinuation of the moors fringe landscape between the narrow valley and vale
LLCT inthe north of the study area. It contains the village of Melsonby. Itis bounded to
the north-west by East and West Layton Moors Fringe LCA B3, to the north by Aldbrough
Vale LCAF2,tothe south-east by Moulton Vale LCAF4 and tothe south by Gilling Narrow
Valley LCAD2and Skeeby Narrow Valley LCAD3.

Key Characteristics

O

Rounded, gently sloping hillsides;

0 Sparsely vegetated landscape, with concentration of woodland on steeper, lower slopes
in thesouth

0 Primary village with scattered farms, granges and cottages with access tracks from main
routes

0 Pockets of aggregate quarrying

0 Arurallandscapewithanassociated sense oftranquillity

0 lrregular pattern of medium- to large-scale arable fields with historic strip fields in
proximity to Melsonby

0 Designed parkland characterises the lower, edge of valley slopes

0 Strong intervisibility with the valelandscapes

Current Character

5.2.33 TheLCAisacontinuation of the Moors Fringe from the west. It forms the southern part of
an elongated hillbetweenthe Narrow Valley and Vale landscapesinthe north of the study
area. The landform gently slopes up from approximately 150m AOD on the south-east
edgeofGillingNarrowValleyLCA, moderately steeplyatfirst,becomingmoregentletothe
north of the A66 and rising to approximately 180m AOD along the crest of the hill.
Landform is more undulating on the north facing slopes, down to approximately 125m

AODontheedgeofthevale.
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5.2.34

5.2.35

5.2.36

5.2.37

5.2.38

This is alargely open landscape of large fields across an elevated plateau and gentle slopes
with limited vegetation cover. There is local variation in this particularly considering the
parkland including woodland around Sedbury Park to the south of the A66 and small
blocks of woodland near Langdale. The land use is typically arable farming with large,
modern fields present. Field boundaries are commonly low hedgerows with occasional
trees. Scattered, small tree clumps and shelterbelts are often located in proximity to
farmsteads and settlement. Overall, itis a sparsely vegetated, large-scale arable landscape.

There are no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within this LCA.

Thevillage of Melsonby s located ontherising north slopes ofthe LCA. Anumber oflarge
farmsteads are dispersed across the landscape; accessed via tracks off the four main routes
that pass through the LCA and meet at the cross-roads in the centre of Melsonby.
Scattered large barns, country houses and small quarry works stand out in the open,
sparsely vegetated landscape. There are a number of intrusive elements in this landscape,

includingthe A66, quarrying activityandtransmissionlinesthatcutacrossthe openfields.

Sedbury Park is a substantial designed landscape on the transitional valley slopes to the
southofthe LCA. Itincludesformalgardens, plantation woodland and parkland trees that
framelocal views. It should be noted that part of Scots Dyke is scheduled within the south

oftheareabuthaslostvisuallinkswiththe sectionthatcontinues southaround Richmond.

This is an exposed, moderately diverse arable landscape that has varying levels of

tranquillity thatare particularly affected by the A66 and localised quarry works.

Historic Landscape Character

Thisisprimarilyanareaofmodernimprovedfieldsalthoughthe easternslopesareformed
of unknown planned enclosure. An area of strip fields forms the western fringe of
Melsonbyand an area of piecemeal enclosure extends north and west of this. Inthe south
ofthe LCA isthe designed landscape of Sedbury Park and the broadleaved woodland of
Sedbury Plantation
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Landscape Condition

5.2.39 Intensification of arable farming has altered the landscape pattern, resulting in
fragmentation of land cover and visually conspicuous modern barns. Historic parkland and
associatedwoodland arewell-maintained. Thelandscapeisvariable,inmoderatetopoor

condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

O Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Changesinfarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and neglect of dry-stone wall management;

0 Potential large-scale agricultural buildings could introduce dominant landscape
elements, resulting in changes to existing landscape character;

0 Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

0 Pressure for commercial development along major road corridors that have potential
forvisualimpactandalteration of rurallandscape character;

0 Potentialimpactoftall structures such as masts andrenewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

0 Futureimpactsof climate change onhabitats.
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5.2.40

5241

Landscape Character Area B5: Whashton Moors Fringe

Location

This LCAforms partofthetransitionallandscape between the highmoorland and lowland
valley landscapes in the north-west of the study area. Itis bounded to the west by Gayles
and Marske Moor LCA A3 and Dalton and Gayles Moors Fringe LCA B2, to the north by
Ravensworth Narrow Valley LCA D1 and Gilling Narrow Valley LCA D2, to the east by
Richmond East Moors Fringe LCA B8 and to the south by Richmond and Richmond West
MoorsFringe LCAB?7.

Key Characteristics

0 Undulating, often steep, exposed slopes

0 Mosaicofvegetationandland coverwith significant plantationwoodland

0 A patchwork of arable and pastoral fields which are delineated by a combination of
stone walls and hedgerow field boundaries

0 Predominantly rural and agricultural landscape with an associated relatively strong
senseoftranquillity

0 Anumberof springs andtributary becksrise across this landscape, contributingtothe
undulating landform

0 Dispersed, low-density settlement pattern including small villages in the north, and
scattered halls, farms and cottages across the south

0 Significant designed landscape at Aske Hall on the eastern slopes

Current Character

The landform within this LCA slopes gradually east from approximately 320m AOD inthe
westtoapproximately 130m AOD in Gilling Valleytothe east, being the transitionfromthe
highmoorlandof Gaylesand Marske Moorstothenarrowvalley. Land slopesmore steeply
in places, which result in conspicuous landform such as at Coalsgarth Edge. The underlying
geology and rising watercourses create an undulating occasionally rough landform.

Surface geology is occasionally visible, particularly at former extraction sites.
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5.2.42

5.2.43

5.2.44

5.2.45

A number of springs and watercourses rise in this landscape, initially flowing through
shallow, open channels before converging into faster flowing becks that cutdeeper, often
wooded channels through the steeper slopes. These flow in a generally west-east direction

into Ravensworth and Gilling Valleys.

Land covervaries acrossthe LCA, including exposed rough grassland, pockets of heath,
small areas of arable, blocks of woodland, formal parkland and meadow near Low Moor
thatis designated as SSSI. Theland use follows a general west-east direction fromrough
grassland and moorland habitatsto mixed pastoraland arable, enclosedfieldsinthe east.
There is substantial tree cover across this LCA with a number of large blocks of mixed
woodland plantations and more sinuous bands of deciduous woodland that are largely
ancient woodland that follows the line of steeper contours. Mixed woodland, including a
band of ancientreplantedwoodland formsalarge partofthe Aske Hallregistered park and
garden in the south of the LCA. There are no nationally designated landscape or

biodiversity sites within the LCA.

Low-density settlement is dispersed across the undulating slopes. Whashton and Kirby Hill
are small settlements onthe transitional slopes atthe edge of the LCAwith the valley LCA
tothe east, which are formed around village greens. There are avariety of propertiesthat
form part of the Aske estate inthe south of the LCA, including large country house, formal
stables, chapel, gardens and other out-buildings and cottages. Large farmhouses with
barns and cottages are also scattered across the LCA, a number of which provide B&B

facilities. The majority of builtformis local stone, and a number of properties are listed.

There is strong intervisibility with surrounding LCA, including the moors to the west and
valley to the east. There are panoramic views from Beacon Hill (319m AOD), particularly
looking south across Swaledale and views over the low-lying landscapes to the east are
available from much of the LCA. Ithas an overall exposed character, which occasionally

becomesmoreintimate duetointricacies of landform and woodland cover.
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5.2.46

5.2.47

Historic Landscape Character

The south and west are comprised of areas of planned, large-scale parliamentary
enclosure, together with the coniferous plantations of Beacon Plantation on Richmond
OutMoorand SturdyWood. The northandthe eastare largely areas of unknown planned
enclosure with large blocks of mixed plantation woodland at Gilling Wood and Black
Plantation. Thesouth-eastofthisLCAischaracterised bythe designedlandscape of Aske
Park.

Landscape Condition

Changes in farming practices and land management have resulted in a mosaic of land
coverandvarying enclosure patterns. Field boundary hedgerows andtrees are relatively
well maintained and often link with managed woodland blocks. Parkland at Aske Hallis
wellmanaged and much ofthe historic design andfeatures areintact. The landscapeisin

moderate-good condition throughout the LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Potential large-scale agricultural buildings could introduce dominant landscape
elements;

0 Changes infarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and neglect of dry-stone wall management;

0 Changeinmanagementand potential for expansion of plantation woodland thatcould
alter landscape character / be visually intrusive;

0 Pressurefordevelopmentonthe outskirts of Richmond;

0 Decline in the management of parkland and associated heritage features and
landscapes;

0 Potentialimpactoftall structures such as masts and renewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

0 Futureimpactsof climate change onhabitatsandlanduses.
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5.2.48

5.2.49

Landscape Character Type B6: Marrick and Marske Moors Fringe

Location

This LCAformsthe lower, southern slopes of Marrick and Marske Moors, which continue
south into the National Park and transition into the Dale landscape. Itis bounded to the
north by Marrick and New Forest Moor LCA A1, Throstle Gill/Marske Beck Moor LCA A2
and Gaylesand Marske Moor LCA A3, tothe eastby RichmondWestMoors FringeB7 and
south by Lower Swaledale (Richmond West) LCA C1.

Key Characteristics

0 Steep, undulating occasionally rough sided slopes with exposed geology

0 Steep-sided, fast-flowing becks cut through the contours, creating a stepped
watercourse with waterfalls

0 A pastoral landscape with varying enclosure including open, rough grassland and small,
stone-walled fields

0 Hanging woodlands frame the exposed pastoral slopes

0 Remnants of historic mining associated with the wider moorland

0 Atextured,rurallandscapewithanassociatedsenseoftranquillity

Current Character

This LCA has an overall steeply sloping, undulating topography, the transitional upper
slopes to the north of Swaledale that range from approximately 345m AOD on the upper
slopes of Cock How, to approximately 154m onthe edge of Marske Beck. Tributary becks
cut through the slopes, through their own steep-sided, narrow valleys. The slopes are
generally south facing, although topographical variations and features contribute to
variationin slope aspect particularly associated with the hill of Cock How and the valley of
Marske Beck. More gently sloping landform is experienced between the narrow valleys and
particularly in the south where the LCA forms an extension to the Marrick Moor plateau

andthelandformisagreaterdistancefromthe River Swale.
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5.2.50

5251

5.2.52

5.2.53

5.2.54

Three becks transect the LCA, creating a folded, undulating landform where they flow
through steep-sided valleys into Swaledale. The main watercourse that passes through the
LCA is the Marske Beck which flows through several waterfalls as it transitions between the
Moors and Dales landscapes. Other watercourses include Dales Beck and Clapgate Beck. A

number of springsriseinthis LCA, whichflow southintotributaries ofthe River Swale.

Tree coverissparseacross muchofthe LCA and vegetationis concentrated onthe valley
slopesofMarskeBeck. Scatteredtreesandclumpsofriparianvegetationalongtributaries
are characteristic of the upper slopes. The narrow Marske Valley is wooded, including
Clapgate Spring Plantation (ancient replanted woodland) that encompasses the upper
valley slopestothe north of Marske. Land cover across the slopes ofthe LCAis generally
rough grassland used for grazing. There are no nationally designated landscape or

biodiversity sites within the LCA.

Settlementis limited to a small number of farms and halls scattered across the slopes and
cluster of cottagesinthe Marske Valley. Buildingsare generally oflocal stoneandasmall
number of them are listed. Stone wallfield boundaries are characteristic of these slopes.
Field enclosure is generally a regular pattern of small fields. More open, often rocky
steppedslopesarefoundontheupperslopeswherethe moorstransitionthroughthisLCA.
Remnants of historic mining are evidentacrossthe area, including exposedrock, disused

quarries, pits and tips.

Thisisapredominantlyexposedlandscapewithbigskies,and oftenpanoramicviewsfrom
higher slopes and summits across to the lower lying land to the south. Dry-stone wall
boundariesare visually conspicuousin places. Moreintimate characterisassociated with

thewoodedvalley of Marske Beck. Thisisatranquil, calmandsimple landscape

Historic Landscape Character

This is largely an area of planned, large-scale parliamentary enclosure, from the late
medieval period, defined by drystone walls. There is a small area of early field system on

CockHowandabandofancientreplantedwoodlandat Clapgate Spring Plantation.
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Landscape Condition

5.2.55 Due to the predominantly unsettled and remote character the exposed, moorland edge
landscapeislargelyintact. Dry-stone wall boundaries are generally well-maintained and
the historic enclosure pattern intact. Ancientand semi-natural woodland is an important

andintactvalleyfeature. Overall,thelandscapeisingoodconditionacrossthe LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Changesinfarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
including potentialneglectofdry-stonewallmanagement;

0 Potential for large-scale agricultural buildings that could introduce conspicuous
landscape elements;

0 Lackofmanagementofexistingbroad-leavedwoodlandsresultinginagradualdecline
with alarge proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young trees to replace them;

0 Potentialimpact oftall structures such as masts andrenewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

0 Futureimpactsofclimatechange onkey habitats.
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5.2.56

5.2.57

Landscape Character Area B7: Richmond West Moors Fringe

Location

This LCA consists of the steep slopes to the west of Richmond. Itis bounded to the north
by the Whashton Moors Fringe LCA B5, to the east by Richmond, to the south by Lower
Swaledale (Richmond West) LCA C1 and to the west by the Yorkshire Dales National Park.

Key Characteristics

0 Steepsided, uppervalley slopes

0 Wooded, often rocky slopes

0 Important woods and grasslands habitat

0 Apatchworkof pastoralfieldswhich are delineated by stonewalls
0 Evidence of past quarrying activity

0 Visually prominentsite of the Georgianracecourse ontheridgeline north of Richmond

Current Character

This LCA has a somewhat varied topography, from gently sloping uplands that transition
to the steep sided north slopes of the River Swale. Topographical range is from
approximately 315m AOD onthe north edge, falling to approximately 125m AOD north or
ReethRoad nearthecemetery. Itisthetransitionallandscape betweenthe highmoorland
to the north and Lower Swaledale to the south. The very steep, south facing Limestone
slopes of Whitcliffe Scar dominates the landscape in the west. The narrow valley of Deep
Dale forms the western boundary. High Moor and Low Moor span open, gentle slopes

acrossthenorthofthe LCA.
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5.2.58

5.2.59

5.2.60

5.2.61

Land coveris largely rough grassland and pasture with woodland and scattered trees. A
large area of woodland covers the steep slopes of Whitcliffe Scar and continues eastand
south through Whitcliffe Wood, which includes areas of ancient and semi-natural
woodland and forms part of the Lower Swaledale Woods and Grasslands SSSI. The SSSI
continueswestandalsoalongthe southern slopes of Swaledale, comprising ofacomplex
of woodlands, scrub, grasslands, limestone scar and scree that is characteristic of the
western slopes of this LCA. Trees and shrubs are dispersed across the wider LCA, with very
little vegetation cover across the upper slopes. High Moor and Low Moor are largely

exposed, Grass Moorland with some shrubs.

There are a small number of stone cottages and farms scattered through the LCA, onthe
Whitcliffe ridgeline or on lower slopes towards the valley floor. There is asmall eco-lodge
holiday development set within woodland and shrubs on the northern edge of the LCA.
There is strong intervisibility with the historic town of Richmond that is seen from open
slopes. The north, more modern edge of the town also has visual presence on the

northeast edge of the LCA.

This is an important area for tourism, with strong physical and visual links between
Richmond, Swaledale and the moors to the north. There are a variety of public rights of
way (including part of the coast to coast route) that link along the contours, south to the
river banks and north to the open moorland. The footpaths also provide important
physical and cultural links to a scheduled Romano-British fort on Whitcliffe Scar and the
Georgian Racecourse (conservation area) at Low Moor that includes a number of listed

buildings.

There s strong intervisibility with the adjacent LCA, particularly tothe south, butincluding
the rising moorlands to the north. There are wide, long distance views available from the
high groundinthe north across the wooded dale landscape and to the south, and beyond
to the rising moors of Nidderdale. It is a calm and tranquil landscape that is culturally

important as partoftherural, dales setting of Richmond.
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Historic Landscape Character

5.2.62 Thisis largely an area of planned, large-scale parliamentary enclosure and piecemeal
enclosure, from the late medieval period, defined by drystone walls. Woodland of Whitcliffe
Wood and along Whitcliffe Scar characterises the south-west slopes of the LCA. Richmond

Racecourse (horse racing) spans Low Moor in the north-east of the area.

Landscape Condition

5.2.63 Due to the predominantly unsettled nature the transitional character of the upper valley
slopesisgenerallyintact. The extended edge of Richmondislocallyintrusive onthevalley
character. Dry-stone wall boundaries and woodland structure are generally well-

maintained. Overall, the landscape is in moderate condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Changesinfarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and moorland habitats;

0 Neglect of dry-stone wall management;

0 Lackofmanagementofexistingbroad-leavedwoodlandsresultinginagradualdecline
with alarge proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young treesto replace them;

0 Potentialimpact oftall structures such as masts andrenewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

0 PressurefordevelopmentonthefringesofRichmond;

0 Futureimpactsofclimatechangeonhabitats.
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5.2.64

5.2.65

5.2.66

Landscape Character Area B8: Richmond East Moors Fringe

Location

This LCAforms the gently sloping landscape east of Richmond. Itis bounded to the west
and by Whashton Moors Fringe LCA B5, to the north by Gilling Narrow Valley LCAD2, to
the east by Skeeby Narrow Valley LCA D3, to the south by Brompton-on-Swale West Broad
Valley LCAE4and Lower Swaledale (Richmond East) LCA C2.

Key Characteristics

0 Gently sloping, often exposed slopes

0 Generally sparse vegetation cover

0 Predominantly arable landscape delineated by stone walls and hedgerows
0 Scattered, oftenprominentfarms

0 Strong intervisibility with lowland landscapes

Current Character

ThisLCAconsistsofthegentlyslopingmoorlandfringelandscapetothe eastofRichmond.
These slopes frame the valley landscapes to the east and south, at the confluence of
Skeeby Beck and the River Swale. The landscape is characterised by a mostly east-facing,
exposed slopes. Steeper, more undulating slopes characterise the north of the LCA, where
the landscape appearsterraced. The highest land is on Pilmoor Hill on the north edge of
Richmondatapproximately 190mAQOD, slopinggently south-easttoapproximately 102m
AOD.

The LCA marks the transition from the wooded upper moorland fringe slopes in the west,
to the more sparsely vegetated lowland, valley landscape to the east. Contrasting with
Whashton Fringe LCA B5to the west, this is a sparsely vegetated landscape with arable
farming being the key land use. There are several small areas of mixed woodland, which
include riparian woodland following the line of Crayfish Beck, shelterbelts along the

steeper contoursinthe north near Gillingwood Halland narrowwoodland beltthatfollows
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5.2.69

5.2.70

the historical line of Scots Dyke scheduled monument around the eastern of Richmond.

There are no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites in this LCA.

Medium to large farmsteads are scattered through this landscape. They generally
comprise of alarge, stone farmhouse with variety of barns and outbuildings accessed by
tracks that also provide public rights of way routes off the two arterial roads between
Richmond and outlying settlements. A combination of stone walls and hedgerows
delineatethefieldpattern,withoccasionalboundarytrees. Theresidentialeasternedge of
Richmondisenclosedandgenerallywellscreened bythewoodland beltthatfollows Scots

Dyke in a north-south direction and links with woodland to the south.

The slopes have an open, often exposed character, given the large fields and limited
vegetation cover. There are long-distance views from the LCA, particularly east across the
valley and to the vale landscapes beyond. Itis arelatively simple and calm landscape across
which arable farming is the predominant land use and modern farm buildings are

occasionally conspicuous.

Historic Landscape Character

This LCAis apatchwork of modernimproved fields and unknown planned enclosure with
modern improved fields more common in the south and east. There is a small area of
piecemeal enclosure on Anchorage Hill in the south-west, together with a small area of

broadleavedwoodlandtothenorth-eastofStTrinian’s Hall.

Landscape Condition

Changes infarming practices and land management have resulted in varying enclosure

patterns and fragmentation of vegetation cover resulting in locally exposed arable fields.

Thelandscapeisinmoderate conditionthroughoutthe LCA.
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Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Changesinfarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
andpotentialneglectofstonewallboundaries;

0 Lackofmanagementofexistingbroad-leavedwoodlandsresultinginagradualdecline
with alarge proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young treesto replace them;

0 Pressure fordevelopmentonthe fringe of Richmond leading to land use changes and
visual intrusion;

0 Pressure for commercial development along nearby major road corridors that have
potentialforvisualintrusiononskylines;

0 Potentialimpactoftall structures such as masts andrenewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

0 New large-scale farmsteads and agricultural buildings can introduce dominant
landscape elements, resulting in changes to existing landscape character;

0 Futureimpactsofclimatechange onkey habitats.
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Landscape Character Area B9: Downholme Moors Fringe

Location

5.2.71 Thisis a patchwork landscape between Downholme Moor and Swaledale to the south-west
of Richmond. Itisboundedtothe north by Lower Swaledale (RichmondWest) LCACland
the Yorkshire Dales National Park, to the north-east by Lower Swaledale (Richmond East)
LCA C2, to the east by Colburn Moors Fringe LCA B10, to the south-east by Catterick

Garrisonandtothe south-westby Downholmeand HipswellMoor LCAAS.

Key Characteristics

0 Gently sloping, locally undulating landform

0 Linear, wooded watercourses cut through the landscape

0 Significant tree cover along watercourses

0 Tight,variedfield patternpredominantly definedbyhedgerowsandtrees
0 Patchworkofarableandpastoralfarming

0 Military training land

Current Character

5.2.72  Thelandform of this LCA gently slopes down in a generally west-east direction from the
uplands of Downholme Moor (approximately 280m AOD) to the edge of Lower Swaledale
(approximately 120m AOD). There is variation in slope aspect where the land falls from
the surrounding moors towards the valley. The edges of the LCA are characterised by
steeper slopes than those through the centre, between Sand Beck and Badge Beck.
Watercourses cut through the LCA, along narrow, often steep-sided gullies and contribute

tolocally undulating landform.
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5.2.75

Land use is predominantly pastoral farmland across a patchwork of small-scale fields. A
smallareaofmeadowisdesignatedas SSSInorth of Sandbeck. Long, narrowstripfields,
delineated by hedgerows with trees are characteristic of the northern part of the LCA,
around Hudswelland RoundHowe Wood. Fieldsbecome larger, although predominantly
ofregularformacrosstherestofthe LCA, withthe greatestalterationtoenclosure patterns
within the MOD land in the south. Scattered field trees and field boundary trees are
characteristic of this areaand combine with hedgerows and riparianwoodland to create a
textured, well-vegetated landscape. Woodland on rising moorland slopes to the south
contributestowooded skylines. Thereissignificanttree coveralongthewatercoursesand
muchofwoodlandalongBadgerBeckandThrostle Gillisancientreplantedwoodland. The
treed hedgerows link, tangent to this woodland and woodland along Sand Beck. Small
woodland blocks contribute to a more enclosed landscape in the south of the LCA, with

theMODtrainingland.

Thelinear village of Hudswellis located on the ridgeline between this LCA and Swaledale
to the north. It retains much of its historic form and a variety of road-fronting, stone
dwellings and boundary walls. Away fromthis, the LCAis a sparsely populated areawith
scattered farmsteads linked by minor roads, tracks and public footpaths. Much of the
southern part of the LCA is an active MOD training area with a network of access tracks
crossingthelandscapeandlinkingintoBourlonandMunsterBarracks. Withinthisareaare

anumberofsecludedbuiltstructuresincludingrifle range, water storage and offices.

Thisis arelatively simple and calm pastoral landscape. Contours and vegetation pattern
create atextured often enclosed pattern. There are moderate levels of intervisibility with
adjacent LCA. Moors woodland contributes to wooded skylines. There are panoramic
views from the higher land in the west, looking east over the gently sloping landform,

beyond to the low-lying vale landscapes.
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5.2.77

Historic Landscape Character

The west of this LCA is largely an area of planned large-scale parliamentary enclosure from
the late medieval period, defined by dry-stone walls. Strip fields extend south of Hudswell
and the east of the LCA is largely a patchwork of piecemeal enclosure and unknown
planned enclosure, interspersed by the broadleaved woodland along Sand Beck and the
ancientandsemi-naturalwoodlandalong Throstle Gill. The south-eastisdominatedbyan

areaof military accommodationtothe west of Catterick Garrison.

Landscape Condition

Changes in farming practices and land management has historically altered the landscape
pattern leading to some fragmentation of vegetation and habitats within the LCA. There
are significant areas of intact historical enclosure pattern although field boundaries are in
varying condition. MOD land use has reduced the landscape condition in the south. The

landscapeisinmoderateto poorconditionacrossthe LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Potential large-scale agricultural buildings could introduce dominant landscape
elements;

0 Changesinmilitary activity potentially leading to alterations to the management ofthe
moorland including woodland blocks;

0 Changesinfarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and neglect of dry-stone wall management;

0 Potential impact of large-scale development such as settlement expansion in
surrounding urban areas in panoramic views;

0 Potentialimpactoftall structures such as masts and renewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

0 Futureimpactsofclimatechangeonhabitats.
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Landscape Character Area B10: Colburn Moors Fringe

Location

This LCAwraps aroundthe east of the settlements of Hipswelland Colburn. Itis bounded
to the north-west Downholme Moors Fringe LCA B9, to the north by Lower Swaledale
(Richmond East) LCA C2, to the east by Brompton-on-Swale West Broad Valley LCA E4 and
tothesouthbyTunstallMoorsFringe LCAB16.

Key Characteristics

0 Rollinglowerslopesofthemoorsfringe

0 Anumber of becks cut shallowvalleys throughthe landform

0 Varietyoftreecovercomprisingwoodlandblocks, parklandtreesandripariantrees

0 Irregular patternofarablefields

0 Brough Park is a significant area of parkland in the south-east of the LCA including a
number of historic features and designed landscape

0 Visiblebuiltedge ofneighbouringsettlements

Current Character

This LCA consists of undulating, foothills of the moorland fringe landscape that extends
east from Hipswell Moor. These slopes form the fringe to the east of Catterick Garrison,
where they become more undulating astributary watercourses cutthrough them and flow
into the adjacent valley landscape. There is greater landform variation across these slopes
thanthosetothe westof Catterick Garrison, asaresultofglacialinfluence onrising slopes
of the adjacent valley landscape. The highest landform is approximately 145m AOD on
thenorthedge ofHipswell. Thelowesttopographyonthe easternslopes, atapproximately

80mAOD ontheeasternedge of Brough Park.
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A number of tributary becks flow through the LCA. Colburn Beck is the most notable,
flowing north out of Hipswell and forming an undulating that slopes gradually north
through the historic village of Colburn and into the River Swale. Sour Beck takes a more
meandering, shallowcourseinawest-eastdirectionaroundthe southernedge of Colburn
(town) and through Brough Park. The watercourses are generally well-vegetated and seen
in the landscape as sinuous bands of trees. As Sour Beck flows through Brough Park, it
opens up and becomes a meandering feature between the parkland trees and sloping

landform.

Theland useislargely arable, with pastoralfields onthe steeper valley slopesinthe north
of the LCA and around Colburn Beck and in Brough Park. Field boundaries are a
combination of hedgerows and fencing. Inthe north, hedgerow boundaries with trees link
with woodland blocks and riparian vegetation along the becks. However, there is limited
tree cover across much ofthe LCA. Woodland blocks form the edge of Brough Park, with
more sinuous woodland designed through the park itself. Where there is woodland, a
more intimate character is created within the predominantly open landscape. There are

no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within this LCA.

Thesettlementedges and associated infrastructure of Hipswelland Colburninterruptthe
rural, often peaceful character of the LCA. The eastern edge of Catterick Garrisonisless
imposing andidentifiable by the treed boundary. The LCA itself contains little settlement,
generally focussed around the historic settlements of Colburn (village) and in Brough Park.
Scattered farmsteads are linked by minor roads, tracks, bridleways and public footpaths.
Colburn,including grade II* Colburn Hall, isnestledin contoursand woodland onthe north
edge ofthe LCA and as aresult, is separated from the more modern suburbs of Catterick
Garrison. Brough Hall and other properties within the parkland are also nestled withinthe
landscape, although prominentin designed views through the parkland from local roads
and footpaths. The grade II* listed church is particularly prominent, with the steep roof

and stained glass gabled end standing out against the gently rolling parkland landscape.

There is limited intervisibility with surrounding LCA due to a combination of gently
undulating landform and woodland cover. The rural landscape is influenced by the
diversity of surrounding land uses that intrude on the overall calm character associated

with the gentle undulations and often intimate views. Movement of traffic along Catterick
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Road and along the A1(M) corridor is often conspicuous from the near surroundings and
locallyintrusive. Pockets of the LCAretain amore intimate, tranquil character particularly
along country lanes and associated with the historic village and parkland to the northand

south respectively.

Historic Landscape Character

This is largely an area of piecemeal enclosure and unknown planned enclosure with
significant blocks of ancient and semi-natural woodland in the west (West Wood, Wilson
Wood and ParkWood). Astrip of broadleaved woodland stretches along the lower slopes

ofthemoorlandfringe at Colburn Beck Wood.

Landscape Condition

Changesinandvariety oflanduse, andexpansionofsettlementhasalteredthelandscape
pattern and fragmentation of vegetation structure. The historic parkland structure of
Brough Park is largely intact with characteristic designed views. There is localised intrusion
on parkland character from the A1(M) corridor/junction and Catterick Road. The

landscape is in moderate-poor condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Changesinfarmingpracticesleadingtofragmentation ofhistoricenclosure patterns;

0 Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

0 Decline in the management of parkland and associated features;

0 Lackofmanagementofexistingbroad-leavedwoodlandsresultinginagradualdecline
with alarge proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young treesto replace them;

0 Potential impact of settlement expansion and commercial development along nearby
majorroad corridors onhistoricfeaturesincluding designed landscape at Brough Park
andforvisualintrusiononskylines;

0 Futureimpactsofclimatechangeonhabitats.
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Landscape Character Area B11: Stainton Moors Fringe (North)

Location

This LCAislocated between Stainton Moor and Downholme Moor inthe west of the study
area. ltspansacrossthe Yorkshire DalesNational Parkboundarytothenorth,itisbounded
tothe eastby Downholme andHipswellMoor LCA A5, tothe south-eastby Stainton Moors
Fringe (South) LCAB14andtothewestbyPrestonand StaintonMoorLCAA4.

Key Characteristics

0 Gentlysloping, rolling landform betweenthe highmoors

0 Open,unvegetated watercourses meanderthroughthe landscapeincluding GillBeck
withexposed, terraced slopesthroughthe centre ofthe LCA

0 Pastoral landscape with stone wall and fence field boundaries and scattered trees

0 Treecoverissparseacross much ofthe LCAwithsmallwoodlandblocksinthesouth

0 Evidence of previous mineral extraction including exposed rock and undulating land
surface

0 Communicationpolesandwires stand outinviews acrosstheopenfields

Current Character

The landform of the LCA gently slopes down from approximately 270m on the edge of
Stainton Moor to approximately 200m AOD where Gill Beck cuts through the landscape,
before gently rising north-east to approximately 255m AOD on the edge of Downholme
Moor. Thereislocalvariationinlandformacrossthearea, related to medieval farming and
where mineral extraction has previously taken place. Terraced slopesrise to the east of

GillBeck.

Gill Beck takes a meandering, open course through the centre of the LCA, flowing north-
west towards the River Swale. A number of tributaries flow into Gill Beck from Stainton
MoorandWalburnMoor, throughexposed, narrow, meandering gullies. Church Gillflows
off Sour Moor Hill in the north of the LCA, through Downholme and has a small waterfall

tothe south of the village.
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5.2.92

Thisis anexposed, pastoral landscape including rough grassland, shrubs and scattered
trees. Thelandscape is sparsely vegetated, with occasional field and roadside boundary
trees, groups oftrees and smallwoodlands onrising slopesincluding Crowhill Gillancient
replanted woodland. Small plantation woodlands encompass Boston Farm and Wathgill
Camp towards the south of the LCA. There are no nationally designated landscape or

biodiversity sites within the LCA.

There is a variety of settlement within the area. The small nucleated settlements of
Stainton and Downholme comprise of clusters of stone-built properties with stone
boundarywallsthatextendintothe surroundinglandscape. WalburnHallisagrade llisted
fortified, stone manor house adjacent to the site of the scheduled earthworks of the
medieval settlement and remnant ridge and furrow field system, in the shallow valley of
Gill Beck. The MOD’s Wathgill Camp is well-screened by woodland in the centre of the
LCA, onthe edge ofthe firing ranges on Stainton Moor. The military presence is apparent
althoughnotasdominantinthisLCAasacrossthe adjacentmoors. Farmtracks meander
across the landscape between dispersed farmhouses and barns but there are very few
publicrights of way, giventhe danger area of Bellerby Ranges. Thisis anopenlandscape
withviews acrosstothe highermoorland andintoand acrossthevalley of Swaledale inthe

north-west. Landuseinthis LCAisamixofarable and pastoralfarming.

This is a rural, generally still landscape although MOD land use results in some local
intrusion upon the pastoral character. Itis an open landscape with strong intervisibility
with the surrounding LCA, particularly moors topsto the east and west, as well as longer

views to moorland north.

Historic Landscape Character

This is primarily an area of unknown planned enclosure. To the west, there are areas of
piecemeal enclosure and open field. In the south is the military accommodation training
area of Wathgill Camp and mixed plantation around Boston Farm. Thereisasmall area of

designedlandscapeatManorHouse, tothesouthof Downholme.
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Landscape Condition

5.2.93 Changes in farming practices and land management has influenced the landscape pattern.
Dry-stone wall boundaries and distinctive landform and features are well-maintained.
Woodland blocks are generally well managed to screen potentially intrusive land uses. The

landscape is in generally moderate condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Changesinfarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and moorland habitats;

0 Changesinmilitary activity potentially leading to alterations to the management of the
moorland,;

0 Neglect of dry-stone wall management;

0 Lackofmanagementofexistingbroad-leavedwoodlandsresultinginagradualdecline
with alarge proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young treesto replace them;

0 Potentialimpact oftall structures such as masts andrenewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

0 Futureimpactsof climate change onhabitats.
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Landscape Character Area B12: Scotton Moors Fringe

Location

This LCAislocated between the high moorland of Hauxwell Moor and Hipswell Moor and
the settlement of Catterick Garrison in the centre of the study area. Itis bounded to the
south by Hauxwell Moors Fringe LCA B15 and to the west by Downholme and Hipswell

Moor LCAADS5, with Catterick Garrisontothe north and east.

Key Characteristics

0 Undulating, sloping, transitional moorland landscape

0 The slopes encompass the extent of the barracks

0 Strong militaryinfluence with variety of tracks andtraining areas

0 Scotton Beck is the main watercourse flowing through the centre, fed by a number of
springsthatriseinthe LCA

0 Largeplantationandscatteredwoodland screenmuchofthearea

0 Predominantly rough grassland and meadow grazing across the landscape

Current Character

Undulating landform slopes generally east from Hipswell Moor, towards the south-west
edgeof Catterick Garrison. The highestlandformisapproximately 255m AODontheedge
ofthe moors at Range Road. This slopes away to approximately 215m AOD in the south-

eastand approximately 155m AOD inthe north adjacenttothe barracks.

There are a number of minor watercourses and ditches/drains within the LCA, that
contribute to the undulating landform. They often follow the line of the tracks that
dominate the landscape. Occasionally the watercourses meander across the open pasture,

through shallow inconspicuous channels.
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52101

The combination of undulating, sloping landform and woodland creates amore enclosed
landscape than the adjacent moors. Smallwoodlands along the gently rising contours of
the southern edge of the LCA screen the military land beyond. The large areas of
plantation along Range Road also restrict views across this landscape. MOD signs and

entrancestotracksareconspicuousalongtheroadsthatsurroundthisLCA.

Land cover is largely pastoral, rough grassland with areas of meadow and scrub. Woodland
dominates the skylines and screens the military land and adjacent barracks settlement.
The woodland is predominantly plantation with a small area of ancient and semi-natural
woodland along Risedale Beck and forming part of Foxglove Local Nature Reserve that

contains amosaic of habitats in the north ofthe LCA.

Thisis primarily a MOD training area, with a golf course in the north ofthe LCA. There are
a couple of farmsteads in the north of the LCA, with smaller scale field pattern around
them. The buildings within the adjacent barracks are generally well screened by
surrounding woodland planting, although security fencing and boundary security lighting

isoftenvisible. Thisisadiscordantlandscape whichhasastrong militaryinfluence.

Historic Landscape Character

Thisislargelyanareaof planned parliamentary enclosure with significant blocks of mixed
plantation woodland and a covert at Hunton Whin. The north and west of the LCA is

dominated by military training land.

Landscape Condition

Changes in land management has resulted in a discordant landscape pattern and
fragmentation of vegetationand habitats. MOD landuse andmanagementhasalteredthe
landscape across much of the LCA. Woodland structure and edges are generally well-

maintained. The landscape condition is variable; in generally moderate-poor condition.
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Forces for Change

0 Changesinmilitary activity potentially leading to alterations to the management of the
moorland including woodland blocks;

0 Neglect of dry-stone wall management;

0 Lackofmanagementofwoodlandsresultinginagradualdeclinewithalargeproportion
of over-maturetrees andlack of youngtreestoreplace them;

0 Potentiallandscape andvisualimpact of large-scale development such as settlement
expansion in surrounding urban areas;

0 Potentialimpactoftall structures such as masts andrenewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

0 Future impacts of climate change on habitats associated with the moorland and

network of watercourses.
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Landscape Character Area B13: Preston-Under-Scar Moors Fringe

Location

This LCA forms the fringe between the high moorland of Preston and Stainton Moor and
lower slopes of Wensleydale in the south-west of the study area. Itis boundedtothe north
by Preston and Stainton Moor LCA A4, to the east by the Stainton Moors Fringe (South)
LCA B14 and Leyburn, to the south by Lower Wensleydale LCA C4 and Leyburn Broad

Valley LCA EB6, and continues west into the Yorkshire Dales National Park.

Key Characteristics

0 Exposedcliffsofthelimestone scarsdefinethe edge of Redmire Moor

0 Asteep, wooded south facing slope

0 Fast-flowing watercourses cut through the slopes

0 Evidenceofhistoricminingactivityincludingexposedrock,quarries, pitsandremnants
of smeltmillsand mine complexes

O Large quarry workings on upper slopes

Current Character

This LCA consists of a steep slope, south from the exposed cliffs of the limestone scars of
Preston Scar, Redmire Scar and Low Scar in the north down to The Wensleydale Railway in
the south. The highest land is on Redmire Scar (345m AOD). The lowest pointat 170m
AOD is alongside The Wensleydale Railway in the south, at Leyburn Shawl Plantation. The
landscape is characterised by the exposed cliffs of the limestone scars particularly forming
the edge of Redmire Moor, together with asteep, generally south-facing slope. The scars

further east become wooded and less distinctive.

There are two fast-flowing, discrete watercourses that cut through the slopes of the LCA.
Wensley Brook flows over several waterfalls, through woodland to the east of Preston-
under-Scar and is the site of the scheduled Keld Heads smelt mill and mine complex.

BarneyBeckislessvegetatedandcutsthroughanarrowgullysouthofRedmire Scar.
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Contrasting with the exposed moors to the north, this is a wooded landscape. Bands of
woodland span the steep slopes of Preston Scar and Leyburn Shawl. These include
significant areas of ancient and semi natural and replanted woodland such as Gillfield
Wood through the valley of Wensley Beck. Large areas of pasture span between the
woodland. These are characterised by a small-scale field network that is defined by dry-
stonewalls. There are no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the
LCA.

Thereisalong history of quarrying and extraction across this landscape, and the existing
works at Black Quarry dominate the upper slopes in the east of the LCA. Remnants of
extraction include exposed rock and shallow pits within the field network as well as the
scheduled Keld Heads smelt mill. There is a strong relationship with the works that span
the moors to the north. There is also another, large active quarry site on the edge of the

moors at Preston Pasture which has influence over this LCA.

The linear settlement of Preston-Under-Scar is located on the mid-slopes of the valley
beneath the limestone scar at the centre of the LCA. A small number of single properties
including farms are dispersed across the slopes, predominantly along the roadsides. Local
stone is used throughout properties and boundary walls in this LCA. The Wensleydale
Railwayisasingletrack heritage railwaythatcutsacrossthe slopesof Wensleydale onthe
southern edge ofthe LCA. Itisdefined by the line of trees along the side of the cutting and

links between Redmiretothe westand Leyburntothe eastofthe LCA.

The steep-sided slopes have a predominantly exposed character with some intimacy
created by woodland particularly around Wensley Beck. Quarry works have a strong
influence acrossthisareaand contributetoadiscordantandfragmentedrurallandscape.
There are wide views available across and along Wensleydale which are experienced from

the publicfootpaths thatfollow the line of the limestone scars in many places.
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October 2019

Historic Landscape Character

This LCA is a mosaic of planned parliamentary enclosure, piecemeal enclosure and
unknownplannedenclosure. Thereare severalareasof stripfieldstothe south of Preston-
under-Scar andlarge areas of quarry workings. The area has significant blocks of ancient

and semi-natural woodland and broadleaved woodland.

Landscape Condition

The distinctive, limestone scar landscape is relatively intact. Quarry workings are intrusive,
although woodland structure is well-maintained to provide some screening. Stone wall
boundaries are generally well-maintained. Thisis generally a well-managed landscape that

isinoverallmoderate condition, withlocal degradation associated with quarryworks.

Forces for Change

Changes in farming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and moorland habitats;

Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees
and neglect of dry-stone wall management;

Changesin military activity potentially leading to alterations to the management of the
moorland including woodland blocks;

Pressure for expansion of mineral extraction sites that would impact on distinctive
landscapefeatures;

Lack of management of existing woodlands resulting in a gradual decline with a large
proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young treestoreplace them;
Potentialimpact of tall structures such as masts and renewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

Futureimpactsofclimate change onhabitatsanddistinctive landscapefeatures.
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5.2.113

Landscape Character Area B14: Stainton Moors Fringe (South)

Location

This LCAformsthe moors fringe north of Leyburn, between Stainton and Hipswell Moors.
It is bounded to the north by the Downholme and Hipswell Moor LCA A5 and Stainton
Moors Fringe (North) B11, to the east by Hauxwell Moors Fringe LCA B15, to the south by
LeyburnBroad Valley LCAE6, andtothe westby Preston-Under-Scar Moors Fringe LCA
B13 and Preston and Stainton Moor LCA A4.

Key Characteristics

0 Gently sloping, rolling landform

0 Open landscape with dispersed vegetation pattern

0 Mixedarableandpastorallandscape with somediversity oflanduse

0 Dispersed settlement pattern of small villages, farmsteads and halls/granges linked by
ahierarchyoflocalroadsandlanes

0 Evidenceofpastminingandquarryingactivityindisused pits, shaftsandquarries

Current Character

This LCA consists of gently sloping, transitional landscape between the high moorland of
Stainton and Hipswell Moors inthe north and Lower Wensleydale in the south. Landform
varies across the LCA, generally sloping south from approximately 270m AOD on the edge
of Hipswell Moor to approximately 150m AOD on the upper slopes of the broad valley

south of Leyburn.

Asmallnumber of springsand becksrise and flowthroughthis LCAinageneral west-east
direction. These are not particularly distinctive and often follow the line of field
boundaries. Vegetation coverinthisareaisgenerally sparse. Smaller scale, historicfield
networks particularly around Bellerby, are defined by walls and hedgerows with trees.
Theseboundarytreesaredistinctive and create physicalandvisuallinksthroughthe LCA.
Smallblocks of mixed woodland combine with boundary trees on steeper slopesto create

a more intimate character in the north-east. Vegetation reduces across the wider area,
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particularly to the south where fields increase in size and the lower slopes become more
exposed. Thereisasingle SSSI, which is a small area of unimproved neutral grassland that
forms part of a mosaic of grassland communities present across the transition zone

between upland and lowland landscapes.

Leyburnis the main settlement, with the modern extended north of the town forming the
south-westedge ofthe LCA. Bellerbyis anucleated village to the north of Leyburn, which
retains much of its historic form with stone cottages lining the main routes around which
it is focussed. Modern farms and small developments have extended this in places. A
variety of farms and halls/granges are dispersed across the wider area, including some

large farm complexes and tourism accommodation.

Thisisavaried, agricultural landscape thatretains a strongly rural and intimate character
associated with the historic field pattern in the north and is influenced by modern
developmentandtourisminthe south. Thereis strongintervisibility with surrounding LCA

thatform part of the wide valley landscape that this fringe transitions into.

Historic Landscape Character

ThenorthandeastofthisLCAisamixof plannedlarge-scale parliamentary enclosure and
piecemeal enclosure fromthelate medieval period, defined by dry-stonewalls. The south
and east comprise of areas of unknown planned enclosure with significant areas of strip

fieldspresenttothe eastofBellerby.

Landscape Condition

Intensification of arable farming has resulted in exposed fields and fragmented, often
gappy hedgerows with limited vegetation across much of the LCA. Stone wall and
hedgerow boundaries are generally well-maintained. The landscape condition is variable,

with generally moderate condition across the LCA.
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Forces for Change

October 2019

Changes in farming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and diversification of land uses;

Potentialforfarmexpansionandlarge-scale agricultural buildingsthatcouldintroduce
conspicuous landscape elements;

Neglect of dry-stone wall management;

Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

Pressure for additional/increased tourism and recreational development;
Lackofmanagementofwoodlandsresultinginagradualdeclinewithalarge proportion
of over-maturetrees andlack of youngtreestoreplace them;

Pressure for development on settlement fringes that could be incongruous with
settlement pattern and local landscape character;

Potentialimpact of tall structures such as masts and renewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

Future impacts of climate change on habitats and landform.
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Landscape Character Area B15: Hauxwell Moors Fringe

Location

This LCAformsthe moorsfringe south of Hipswelland Catterick Garrison. Itisboundedto
the north by Downholme and Hipswell Moor LCA A5, Hipswell Moors Fringe LCAB12 and
the settlements of Catterick Garrisonand Scotton, tothe eastbythe TunstallMoors Fringe
LCABL16,tothesouthby Constable BurtonVale LCAF6 andtothe westby Stainton Moors
Fringe (South) LCAB14.

Key Characteristics

0 Gentle-tomoderately sloping, oftenundulating landform

0 Shallow becks meander along generally vegetated courses across the lower slopes, east
towards the vale

0 Generally well-vegetated landscape, particularly associated with the designed
landscapes

0 Variation in enclosure associated with woodland and field pattern combined with
topography

0 Relatively sparse settlement pattern of dispersed farms and granges with rural villages

0 Simple, rural, agriculturallandscape with importantdesigned landscape features and

generallyhighlevels oftranquillity

Current Character

This LCA comprises of the gentle- to moderately sloping, transitional landscape that
extends east from the uplands of Stainton and Hipswell Moors to the low-lying vale
landscapeinthe eastofthe District. Thelandform ofthe LCA slopesgenerally south,from
approximately 260m AOD at the edge of Hipswell Moor to approximately 120m AOD at
the edge of the vale. Moderate slopes span the north of the LCA, transitioning to gentler

slopesacrossthe south.
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Anumberofshallowbecks cutacrossthe centre ofthe LCAandgenerallymarkthe change
inslope. Thewatercourses are generally identified as sinuous lines of riparian vegetation
that follow the contours in a west-east direction. These are often linked to woodland
including ancient and semi-natural and replanted woodland at Obelisk Wood on the
southern edge of the Hauxwell designed landscape and Brode GreenWood and Carter’s
Wood forming the north edge of Burton Park. The steep-sided Burton Beck flows through
the woodland north edge of Burton Park, south through Constable Burton and continues

throughthevale.

This is a generally well-vegetated landscape. Woodlands including plantations and riparian
blocks are concentrated onthe gentler, lower slopesinthe south-westofthe LCA. Smaller
blocks form the designed landscape around Hauxwell Hall. East of this, woodland
decreases in size and has a dispersed pattern occasionally linked by hedgerow trees to
shelterbeltsaround properties. The upperslopes ofthis LCA are more exposed andthere

are panoramicviews southacrossthevaletothemoorsbeyond.

This is a varied, agricultural landscape comprising of an irregular pattern of arable and
pastoralfields. Thereis atight, generally small-scale pastoralfield pattern to the south of
Scotton, largelydefinedbyhedgerowswithtrees. Southofthis, thefield sizeincreasesand
vegetation is more limited. The LCA is a mosaic of small- to large fields with a tighter
patterncommon around settlement edges and associated with the designed landscapes

inthewest. Therearenodesignatedlandscape or biodiversity siteswithinthisLCA.

Thereisarelatively sparse settlement patternthatlargely comprisesdispersedfarmsand
granges. The low density northern edge of Hunton is in the south-east of the LCA,
characterised by small-scale fields and boundary tree vegetation. East Hauxwell is a small,
linear village formed of clustered, predominantly stone properties. Hauxwell Hall is
enclosed bywoodlandtothe south-westofthevillage. Minorroadslinkvillagesinthevale,
north to Catterick Garrison and west to the moorlands. Narrow lanes and farm tracks
including public footpaths and bridleways meander across the landscape between

dispersed farmhouses and barns.
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This transitional landscape has an open feel with long-distant views across the vale
landscapestothesouthandeast. Therearefewhumaninfluencesinthelandscape, giving
aheightened sense oftranquillity associated with the sparse settlement character across
muchofthe LCA.

Historic Landscape Character

This LCAis amosaic of planned, large-scale parliamentary enclosure, piecemeal enclosure,
unknown planned enclosure and strip fields, the latter of which surround East Hauxwell
and form the north-west of Hunton. Broadleaf, coniferous and mixed woodland is
scattered across the landscape, including areas of ancient and semi-natural woodland. The
LCA contains the elite residence of Hauxwell Hall, together with part of the ornamental

parkland of BurtonPark.

Landscape Condition

Changesinfarming and land management have altered the landscape pattern overtime.
However, theruralcharacter and key features are well-maintained. Designedlandscape
features and particularly woodland cover are generally well-maintained The landscape

condition is variable, with generally good-moderate condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns,
including loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerowtrees and neglect of dry-stone wall
management;

0 New large-scale farmsteads and agricultural buildings could introduce intrusive
elements, resulting in changes to existing landscape character;

0 Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

0 Decline in the management of parkland and associated historic and landscape features;

0 Lackofmanagementofwoodlandsresultinginagradualdeclinewithalargeproportion
of over-maturetrees andlack of youngtreestoreplace them;

0 Futureimpacts of climate change onhabitatsandland use.
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Landscape Character Area B16: Tunstall Moors Fringe

Location

This is a continuation of the moors fringe that extends south-east of Catterick Garrison
towards the broad valley of the River Swale. Itis bounded to the north by Colburn Moors
FringeLCAB10,tothewestbythe HauxwellMoorsFringe LCAB15,tothesouthbyHornby
Vale LCAF7,andtothe north-eastbythe Brompton-on-Swale WestBroad Valley LCAE4
and Brompton-on-Swale East Broad Valley LCAES.

Key Characteristics

0 Anexpansive, open, gently rolling landscape

O Scattered vegetation with small woodlands

O Linear settlement, along connecting routes

0 Largely arable landscape with some small-scale diversification of land use

0 Dispersed, often large farmsteads linked by narrow roads and lanes

0 Designed landscapes have local influence on the enclosure and vegetation pattern

0 Generally open views with large skies and often long-distance east towards the vale

Current Character

This LCAis a continuation of the general west-east slopes, between the edge of Hipswell
Moor and the broad valley of the River Swale. The landform of this LCA is more gently
sloping and rolling than the topography to the west. The topography is more undulating
on higher land in the west, sloping down from approximately 165m AOD around Moor
Lane to approximately 60m AOD near the A1(M) in the east. The landform also slopes

gentlysouththroughthesouth-westofthe LCA, towardsthe HornbyValelandscape.

Slow flowing watercourses enter the LCA from the west, and confluence at the village of
Tunstall,into Tunstall Beckthattakesanopen, meandering course north-easttowardsthe
River Swale. There are small, discrete ponds scattered in the south of the LCA that are

generallyidentifiedasclumpsoftreesinthelandscape.
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Thisisapredominantlylarge-scale arable landscapewithanirregularfield patterndefined
by low hedgerow boundaries. There are scattered, smallwoodland blocks inthe south of
the LCA, some of whichformthe northern part of the designed landscape of grade Il listed
Hornby Park that extends south and east into the adjacent LCA. Roadside trees and
hedgerowboundarieslink betweenthe woodlands and create amoretexturedlandscape
inthe south of the LCAthan acrossthe more exposed slopestothe northand east. There
is a small block of ancient and semi-natural woodland at Limekiln Wood on the east edge
ofthe LCA. Treesoccasionallylinkalong hedgerowboundaries particularlyin proximityto
settlement, but this is predominantly an exposed agricultural landscape. There are no

nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

Settlement is scattered through the LCA, generally located in proximity to the roads.
Tunstall is a linear village along the main route that links through the LCA from Catterick
in the east, towards the south of Catterick Garrison and beyond to the moors. The village
largelyretainsits historic, linearformwith pockets of small-scale expansion. The estate of
Hornby is onthe southern edge of the LCA. There has been some modern development
incorporated withinthe formal layout of the former gardensandis encompassed by ponds
and vegetation. Avariety of farms, cottages and houses are scattered through the wider
landscape and often located on the narrow lanes. Farmsteads are generally large;
comprising clusters of large barns and variety of outbuildings. Otherland usesinthis area
include tourist facilities, a solar farm and horse training facilities. These are largely
compatible and well-integratedinthe exposedlandscape. Vertical communication poles

standoutinlinesacrossthe openfieldsinplaces.

This is a varied, predominantly exposed landscape. There are long-distance views across
the vale and broad valley landscapes to the south and east are across much of the LCA.
Designed woodland in the south provides local intimacy associated with the historic
parkland. Therollinglandformwith scattered vegetation alters perception of builtfeatures

when moving through the landscape.

Historic Landscape Character

This area is formed of large areas of piecemeal enclosure, unknown planned enclosure and
modern improved fields. The designed landscape of Hornby Castle forms part of the

landscapeinthesouth,andextendsintotheadjacentLCA.
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Landscape Condition

5.2.134 Changesinandvariety ofland use and managementhasalteredthe landscape patternin
part, althoughtheoverallstructureisgenerallywell-maintained. Expansion offarmsteads
and diversification of land use is relatively well-integrated. The landscape is in moderate

condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

0 Decline in the management of parkland and associated heritage and landscape
features;

0 Pressure for additional renewable energy installations/expansion of existing;

0 Pressure for commercial development along nearby major road corridors that have
potentialforvisualintrusiononskylines;

0 Potential impact of large-scale development such as expansion of nearby settlements;

0 Futureimpacts of climate change onhabitatsandland use.
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Landscape Character Area B17: Middleham Moors Fringe

Location

This LCAforms the fringe to Melmerby Moor in the Yorkshire Dales National Park, to the
south. Itis bounded to the north and east by the Middleham Broad Valley LCA E7, to the

south by Lower Coverdale LCA C5 and to the north-west by Lower Wensleydale LCA C3.

Key Characteristics

O

Gently sloping, landformthatforms the south slopes of the broadriver valley

0 Exposed, sparsely vegetated landscape with scattered trees

0 Horsetraining hasbeenakeyland useinthislandscape forover 200 years, evident by
theregular pattern of paddocks and historicracecourse on Middleham Moor

0 Theexposedridgeline of Middleham LowMoordominatesthe southern partofthe LCA

0 The historictown of Middleham and iconic castle and keyfeatures associated with this

landscape

0 Panoramic views of Wensleydale, particularly from Middleham Low Moor

Current Character

This LCA forms the gentle slopes to the south of the River Ure, forming part of the wider
valley of Wensleydale. Middleham Low Moor forms a narrow plateau in the south of the
LCA. Thelandformgenerallyslopesdownfromapproximately260mAOD onthe southern
edge near Naylor’s Hill, to approximately 110m AOD at the edge of the broadriver valley.
The south-east ofthe LCA slopes south-eastfrom approximately 190m AOD onthe edge
of Middleham Low Moor, to approximately 110m AOD atthe edge of the broadvalley.

A small number of springs rise on the mid-slopes of the LCA and narrow, slow watercourses
drain the lower slopes. They form shallow gullies through the open landscape and
occasionally followfield boundaries. Vegetation cover isrelatively sparse, particularlyin
the eastern partthatis defined by largerfields withlowhedgerowboundaries. More intact,
historic enclosure defined by stone walls and hedgerows with treesis characteristic of the

eastofthe LCA, particularly north-west of Middleham. Woodland that defines Coverdale
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forms the south-east edge of the LCA. Plantation woodland encompasses Spigot Lodge in
thesouth-westandshelterbeltslinkintothewiderlandscapefromthis. Roadsidetreesand
scatteredfield boundarytrees contribute tolocalised enclosure and occasionallyintimate

areas. There are no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

TheLCAischaracterisedbyhorsetrainingfacilities, paddocksand particularlythe gallops
atMiddleham Low Moor. Thereisalong history ofrace-horsetraining associated with this
area that contributes to the cultural landscape and tourism associated with the LCA.
Middleham Castle is a significant feature that dominates the town of Middleham on the
easternedgeofthe LCA. Modernexpansionofthe settlementhastaken placetothe north-
west, which has an exposed edge in parts although has been generally integrated inthe
historic field pattern. Farms and particularly race-horse training facilities are scattered

withinthis LCA, withoccasional stone huts setwithinthe stonewallboundaries.

This is a visually prominent landscape, particularly considering intervisibility with the valley
andslopestothe north. However, itisrelativelyinaccessible withasingle roadthroughthe
west and small number of public rights of way concentrated around Middleham. These
link with historic and cultural features including the moors, Middleham Castle and north

intoWensleydale.

Historic Landscape Character

This is largely an area formed of piecemeal enclosure together with unknown planned
enclosure. Thereis anareaof unenclosed moorland on Middleham Low Moor inthe south

and areas of stripfields are presentinthe north and east.

Landscape Condition

Changes in land management and commercialisation of horse-racing over time has
resulted in changes to the local landscape. Training facilities are often conspicuous but
form part of the heritage of the area. Stone wall and hedgerow boundaries are generally
well-maintained and historic field patterns are apparent. The landscape is in generally

moderate condition across the LCA.
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Forces for Change

October 2019

Potential for changes infarming practices resulting in diversification, fragmentation of
historic enclosure patterns and moorland habitats and neglect of dry-stone wall
management;

Potentialformodern/large agricultural buildingstobe conspicuousinthelandscape;
Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

Decline in the management of parkland and associated features;
Lackofmanagementofwoodlandsresultinginagradualdeclinewithalargeproportion
of over-maturetrees andlack of youngtreestoreplace them;
Pressureforsettlementfringe developmentthatcould be incongruous with settlement
pattern and local landscape character;

Potentialimpact of tall structures such as masts and renewable energy developments
thatwould be intrusive onthe skylines;

Futureimpacts ofclimate change onkeyvalleyhabitats.
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Landscape Character Area B18: Witton Moors Fringe

Location

This LCA forms the fringe to the north of Witton Moor in the south of the study area. Itis
boundedtothe northandeastbyUIlshawBroad Valley LCAES8, tothe south by Witton Moor

LCAA6andthefringelandscape continueseastandwestbeyondthestudyarea.

Key Characteristics

0 Steeply sloping, often undulating wooded slopes

0 Glacial landforms on the lower, river slopes

0 Steep sided, wooded beck cuts through the steep slopes

0 Significant woodland cover, particularly on upper slopes is linked through the landscape
by boundary trees and shelterbelts

0 Thewalled parkland estate of Jervaulx Park containing the remains of Jervaulx Abbey
isakey culturalfeature onthe lower slopes

0 TheLCAisframedbythe moorsridgelinetothe south

0 Expansiveviewsfromupperslopes,andparticularly strongintervisibilitywiththevalley

landscape

Current Character

This LCA is an undulating upland landscape that slopes steeply south, down from
approximately 300m AOD on the edge of Witton Moor to approximately 100m AOD on
the lower slopes that form the transition to the flat valley floor. The Nidderdale AONB

extendsacross much ofthis LCAfromthe south, takinginthe uplandlandscape.

Glacialfeaturesanddeposits createundulationsinthe landformonthelower slopes. Deep
Gill Beck cuts a steep valley, with waterfalls along the west edge of the LCA. The
watercourse splits and flows north-east and north-west along shallower courses to the

River Ure.
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This is a predominantly small-scale, pastoral landscape. The LCA generally has good tree
cover, especiallyinthe south where plantation woodlands spanthe steep, upland slopes.
Ancientand semi-naturaland ancientreplanted woodland coversthe steep sides of Deep
Gill Beck and woodland continues along the course of the becks as they split and flow
towardsthe river. Trees within fields and along boundaries are common features across
the mid- to lower slopes and particularly characteristic of the designed landscape around

Jervaulx Abbey.

Thereisrelativelylittle settlementinthis LCA, which comprises of East Wittonthatis partly
within the Yorkshire Dales National Park and scattered farm complexes often with large
barns. EastWittonlargelyretainsits historic character of terraced stone cottages fronting
ontoalinearvillage green. Narrowlanes and farmtrackslink between the farmsand main
road through the north of the LCA. There is a cluster of properties around Jervaulx Hall,
including cottages and farmhouses that have largely been converted or changed use to
providefortourisminthisarea. Stone walls characterise the formallandscape associated

withthisarea.

The scheduled monument of Jervaulx Cistercian Abbey includes standing ruins, earthwork
and buried remains of the Cistercian Abbey of Jervaulx that are an important cultural
feature that draws tourism to this area. A network of public rights of way including the Six
Dales Trail pass through the LCA and links with surrounding iconic landscapes including

the moors and Wensleydale.

Thisisavaried, strongly rural landscape with high levels of tranquillity. It forms part ofthe
cultural landscape associated with the Yorkshire Dales and variety of heritage sites through
Wensleydale. There is strong intervisibility with adjacent landscapes and expansive views

ofthevalley.
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Historic Landscape Character

This is largely an area formed of piecemeal enclosure together with unknown planned
enclosure. An area of modernimproved fieldsis present near to the River Ure in the east.
Thedesignedlandscape (ornamental parkland) of Jervaulx Abbey dominatesthe north of
thearea. Broadleavedwoodlandis presentalongthe course of GillBeckincluding ancient

replanted woodland.

Landscape Condition

Changesinland management have altered the landscape over time. However, therural
character and key features are well-maintained. Tourism has been sensitively
accommodated and characteristic features and settlement is retained. Dry-stone wall
boundaries and woodland structure are generally well-maintained. Overall, the landscape

is in good-moderate condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Changes infarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and moorland habitats;

0 Neglect of dry-stone wall management;

0 Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

0 Decline in the management of parkland and associated features;

0 Changeinmanagementand potential for expansion of plantation woodland thatcould
alter landscape character / be visually intrusive;

0 Lackofmanagementofwoodlandsresultinginagradualdeclinewithalargeproportion
of over-maturetrees andlack of youngtreestoreplace them;

0 Future impacts of climate change on habitats and heritage/landscape features.
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Landscape Character Area B19: Spennithorne Moors Fringe

Location

This LCA is a continuation of the fringe to Witton Fell, north of the broad valley. It is
boundedtothenorthbythe Constable BurtonVale LCAF6andHornbyVale LCAF7,tothe
south by Ulshaw Broad Valley LCA ES8, to the west by Leyburn Broad Valley LCA E6 and

Middleham Broad Valley E7 and continueseastintoHambleton District.

Key Characteristics

0 Rounded, gently sloping occasionally undulating hillsides between the lowland
landscapes

0 Adiverserurallandscapewithanoverriding sense oftranquillity

0 Dispersedvegetation coverwithwoodland often linked by hedgerows andtrees within
boundaries

0 Aprimarilyarablelandscapewithscattered parklandandtourismlanduses

0 Settled landscape with variety of farms, halls, villages, hamlets and clustered properties

0 Strong intervisibility with adjacent LCA, particularly south across the broad valley of

LowerWensleydaletohighergroundinthefardistance

Current Character

ThisLCAformsagentlysloping,rounded, lowhillbetweenthe broadvalley ofthe River Ure
andthe Constable Burtonvalelandscape. Theslopesrisefromapproximately 120m AOD
aroundthe north, southand west slopes, to approximately 190m AOD at the highest point
near Buck Bank/Hutton Hill. More undulating topography characterises the north-east of

the LCA, creating dips and local hilltops.

Narrow, wooded gills and becks drain north-south down the north slopes of the LCA, into

thevale. Thornton Steward Reservoirisasmall,recreationallake atthe centre ofthe LCA.
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Land use is predominantly a mixture of arable and pastoral across anirregular pattern of
medium-scale fields. Larger arable fields span the more gentle, upper slopes whilst pasture
isgenerallyacrosslowerslopesandaroundsettlement. Otherland coverincludes poultry
farming, designed parkland, education and small-scale holiday parks including lodges and

camping pods oftenforming part of farmsteads.

Fieldsarelargely defined by lowhedgerowand grass verge boundaries oftenwithtrees at
regular intervals particularly along roads. Vegetation has a generally dispersed pattern.
Hedgerows, scattered trees and small woodlands combine in expansive views to create the
impression of a treed landscape with occasionally intimate areas. Woodland is
concentratedinthe south onthe south-east slopes of Arklow Hill, encompassing the west
of Thornton Steward and smaller blocks continue west through the designed landscape
around Danby Hall, including the ancient replanted Spennithorne Wood. There are
smaller, scattered blocks and shelterbelt planting across the wide area, oftenin proximity
to settlement/properties. There is a single SSSI south of Newton-le-Willows, which is a
small area of unimproved neutral grassland that forms part of a mosaic of grassland

communities present across the transition zone between upland and lowland landscapes.

Avariety of farms, halls, villages, hamlets and clustered properties are dispersed across the
LCA. Thornton Steward is a ‘green village’ that largely retains its historic form of low-density
stone cottagesfronting ontothelineargreenandalongthe mainvillageroad. Finghallalso
retains much of its historic linear form in the north of the LCA. Changes in farming
practices have led to large barns across the landscape, including the outskirts of the
villages. A number of large farmsteads and farm houses are dispersed across the
landscape, linked by a network of local roads. Aysgarth School, Thornton Steward
Reservoirand water treatmentworks, small holiday parks and farm complexes contribute
todiversityinthislandscape and are generally well-integrated by the undulating contours

and vegetation.

This is a varied, agricultural landscape that retains a strongly rural and occasionally
intimate character associated with areas of woodland and historic settlement. There is
strong intervisibility with surrounding LCA that form part of the wide valley landscape that

thisfringetransitionsinto.
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5.2.158

5.2.159

October 2019

Historic Landscape Character

The west of this LCA is formed of piecemeal enclosure, while the east is largely planned
large-scale parliamentary enclosure. There are few modern improved fields present. There
isasmallareaofdesignedlandscape (ornamental parkland) near DanbyHallinthe south,

and small, single ancientfarmat Sun Hillinthe north.

Landscape Condition
Intensification of arable farming has resulted in areas of exposed fields and fragmented
boundariesinplaces. Woodland and hedgerowtrees are generally well-maintained. The

landscape condition is variable, with generally moderate condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

Changes in farming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and moorland habitats;

Neglect of dry-stone wall management;

Potential for farm expansion and modern agricultural buildings to be conspicuous in
the landscape;

Pollution of watercourses from adjacent arable fields;

Decline in the management of parkland and associated heritage and landscape
features;

Lack of management of existing woodlands resulting in a gradual decline with a large
proportion of over-maturetrees and lack of youngtreestoreplace them;

Future impacts of climate change on habitats and designed valley landscapes.
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5.3

531

532

October 2019

Local Landscape Character Type C: Dale

Characterisation

Key Characteristics

Eachdale hasits owndistinctive, recognisable sense of a place andidentity, based on
the underlying geology, shape and cultural use

Strong relationship between landscape and underlying geology

Predominantly pastoral character throughout the dales, with distinctive and
recognisable field patterns and boundaries

Dales comprise a series of intimate u-shaped and v-shaped valleys

Adiverse pattern of land-cover, including calcareous grassland pasture, speciesrich
uplandhaymeadows and pockets ofbroadleafand coniferouswoodland

Dry stone walls (constructed from local stone) are characteristic enclosure boundaries
Traditionalstonefieldbarnsarekeyfeatures

Tree-lined river corridors, often with hanging woodland

Predominantly rural landscape, with an associated strong sense of tranquillity and
remoteness within the dales, with associated dark night skies

Strong sense of unity within settlements and harmony with the landscape as aresult of
the use of locally sourced building materials and distinctive vernacular building designs
Species-richmeadows and pastures, mosaics of rushy and managed pastures on hill
sides

Strong intervisibility with adjacent Moors and Moors Fringe LCT

Description

This LLCT includes the eastern mid- to lower reaches of Swaledale, Wensleydale and
Coverdale. There is variation in the physical shape of the dales within this LLCT, with a
combination of broad, open, relatively shallow sided u-shaped and narrower v-shaped

stretches of valley.

The lower slopes and dale floors are predominantly sheep grazed, supporting rough or

improved pasture. Dry-stone wall boundaries are characteristic of the Dales; defining
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C: Dale




small- to medium sized, irregular shaped fields. These become less apparent in the

transition to the lower reaches.

5.3.3 Settlement pattern is dispersed and comprises scattered farmsteads and nucleated
villages, which are located on lower slopes or along the valley floor. Stone field barns are
scattered through the dales. There is unity in building materials throughout much of this
LCT. Roofingflags of hard sandstones are acommon vernacular building material. Rows
of stone cottagesare alsodistinctive features. Thereisavariety of visible historicfeatures,
including Richmond Castle. Stone bridges crossing the river corridors are landscape

features.

53.4 Thereareoccasionalfarreaching views ofbare, openhilltops. Asense ofremotenessand
tranquillity is strong throughout most of this LCT. However, this varies locally with the

degreeof settlementwithineachdale.
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Evaluation

Sensitivity to Change Issues

0 High visual sensitivity as a result of strong intervisibility between Swaledale /
Wensleydale / Coverdale and the adjacent Moors LLCT.

0 High ecological sensitivity as aresult of the patchwork of species-richmeadows and
pastures, mosaics of rushy and managed pastures on hill sides and swathes of
calcareousgrassland onlimestone, many of which are of national importance for their
landscape and biodiversity value.

0 High landscape and cultural sensitivity as a result of the strongly recognisable
landscape pattern and sense of place, coupled with strong historic integrity, numerous
historic features (including drystone walls, field barns, hedgerows and prehistoric

monuments) and overall sensetranquillity withinthis predominantly rurallandscape.

Guidance for Managing Landscape Change

Physical and Ecological Character

Protect and enhance pastoral character and distinctive field patterns / boundaries;
Maintain mosaic of pastoral land uses, aiming for extensive grazing;

Control use of fertilisers to retain biological diversity and protect water quality;
Protect unimproved and species-rich meadows and pastures, and mosaics of rushy
and managed pastures on hill sides, and improve resilience to climate change;
Maintain, restore and extend calcareous grassland communities on limestone;
Maintain and restore strong patterns of drystone walls, and managing and re-planting,
if necessary, hedgerows in dales where they are characteristic;

Improve management of broadleaved woodlands and extend / link woodlands,
particularly on steeper slopes in valleys;

Ensure short rotation coppice is grown for energy on a small scale and does not
displace important grasslands or obscure historic field patterns/ground features;
Create less intensively managed floodplains and restore and re-link fens, mires and
carr woodlands;

Plan for increase in woodland within ghylls and valleys for biodiversity / landscape
benefits;

Encourage new riparian and floodplain woodland in river valleys to increase natural
storage of water and carbon, stabilise banks and reduce flooding downstream;
Restore, extend, link, and manage fragmented areas of broadleaved woodland
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Cultural and Historical Character

. Maintain the visibility of upstanding archaeological remains and ground features;

. Encourage the use of local building materials for the repair and restoration of
stone walls and buildings (including Millstone Grit and Great Scar Limestone);

. Conserve historic farms and small field barns that are distinctive features
particularly within Swaledale and Wensleydale;

. Protect the rural, dispersed settlement pattern and the local built vernacular by
maintaining the nucleated character of villages in most of the dales, often on
bridging points and on key transport routes;

. Conserve the generally dispersed settlement pattern of farmsteads on valley
sides;

. Protect historic landscape features such as remnant quarries, lead mines, ore
, lime works, prehistoric monuments, abbeys, priories, historic houses and
parklands, including their settings;

. Maintain sustainable grazing intensities and low levels of scrub to ensure the
integrity and visibility of archaeological sites.

Aesthetic and Perceptual Character

. Maintain public access to enable enjoyment of this landscape and the sense of
‘escapism’ and ‘inspiration’ it provides whilst protecting vulnerable habitats;

. Protect key views to adjacent LLCT, including Moors and Valley LLCT,;

. Conserve the overall sense of tranquillity and remoteness; and dark night skies

Local Landscape Character Areas

535 There are five landscape character areas within this LLCT, namely:

e Cl1-LowerSwaledale (Richmond West) LCA
e C2-LowerSwaledale (Richmond East) LCA
o C3-Mid-Swaledale LCA

o C4-LowerWensleydale LCA

o C5-LowerCoverdale LCA
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Landscape Character Area C1: Lower Swaledale (Richmond West)

Location

5.3.6 This LCA extends south and westinto the Yorkshire Dales. Withinthe study areaitforms
the north slopes ofthe River Swale to the west of Richmond and including the lower valley
of Marske Beck. Itis bounded to the south by Downholme Moors Fringe LCA B9, to the
east by Lower Swaledale (Richmond East) LCA C2 and the north by Richmond West Moors
Fringe LCA B7.

Key Characteristics

O

Winding u-shaped valley that narrows into Richmond

0 Steepuppervalley slopes

0 Well wooded, with deciduous and mixed woodland following the line of the valley
contours

0 Steepbanksofancientwoodlandare aparticularfeature

0 Upland edges are occasionally visible

0 Small, pastoral fields encompassed by woodland

O Intimate, enclosed rural landscape, with associated strong sense of tranquillity

0 Useoflocallysourcedstonecreatesunitythroughthelandscape

0 Temple Grounds Registered Park and Garden with distinctive Culloden Tower

Current Character

5.3.7 The LCA forms the steep-sided vale of lower Swaledale, as it enters Richmond from the
west. The u-shaped dale begins to narrow at the edge of the Yorkshire Dales National Park,
as it approaches Richmond. Here, the river begins to straighten before meandering around
the southernedge ofthetown. The northernedge ofthe LCA, withinthe study area, gently
slopesfromthe edge ofthe river before transitioning to steeper slopes of the moorsfringe
landscape. The southern dale sides rise more steeply from approximately 120m-250m

AODwithinthe LCA. Topographyisdistinctiveandvariedthroughthe LCA.
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5.3.8 This is awell-wooded landscape that incorporates the largest area of ancient and semi-
natural woodland within Richmondshire along with large areas of species-rich limestone
and neutral grassland. The mosaic of habitats and vegetation contribute to the textured
and varied appearance of this LCA and areas of grassland and woodland are designated as
SSSI. These are appreciated from the network of public routes that link through this area

from Richmondto the surrounding moors.

5.3.9 The historic town of Richmond forms the eastern edge ofthe LCA. The builtformrises up
fromtherivervalley and is generally well screened by woodland on the valley slopes. The
castle tower and walls are clearly visible at the end of the view, along the river from the
meander at Billy Bank Wood and the edge of Temple Grounds. There are a number of
nationally important heritage features associated with this LCA particularly within the
study area. These include Richmond Bridge (scheduled monument) and the Grade I
registered park and garden of Temple Grounds, whichis a parkland and pleasure ground
thatoccupiesarolling 15hasite onthe south-eastof Richmond. Thelandfalls steeplyfrom
thenorth-easttothe southand south-westtowardstherivervalley, allowingthehouseand

park to be viewed from many riverside points within the town.

5.3.10 The coastto coast long distance walking path established by Alfred Wainwright passes very
briefly through this LCA along Applegarth Scar and continues over Richmond Bridge.*®
From here the intimate character of Swaledale can be appreciated, set within the rising
moorland landscapetothe north and south. Thisisanintimate landscape with highlevels

oftranquillity whichis particularly appreciated atthe stony beaches ontheriverbends.

Historic Landscape Character

5.3.11 Thisis primarily an area of piecemeal enclosure and planned large-scale parliamentary
enclosure from the late medieval period, defined by drystone walls. Broadleaved woodland
can be found running alongside the River Swale in several areas. Temple Grounds

registered parkandgardenformsthe southwestedge of Richmondwithinthis LCA.

36 https://www.ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php?path_name=Coast+to+Coast+%28Wainwright%29
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Landscape Condition

5.3.12 Duetothe predominantly unsettled character the enclosed, wooded valley landscape is

moderately intact. Small-scale holiday parks and edge of settlement development is locally

intrusive on the intimate landscape character. Dry-stone wall boundaries and woodland

structure are generally well-maintained. Overall, the landscape is in moderate condition

across the LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Disrepair/loss of drystone walls and field barns due to changes from intensive to
extensive grazing practice;

Decline in hay production resulting in a change from rough pasture/hay meadows to
improved meadowand pasture, particularlyonthelowerdaleslopes;

Decline in the management of parkland and associated heritage/landscape features;
Lack of management of existing woodlands resulting in a gradual decline with a large
proportion of over-maturetrees and lack of young treestoreplace them;
Inappropriate conversion of existing redundant or derelict farm buildings in a style
whichisinconsistentwiththelocalvernacular;

Potential widening of or improvements to main road corridors with associated noise
and visual intrusion;

Increased pressure for tourist related developments, such as holiday cottages, camping
sites and caravan parks, potentially affecting the character and quality of the landscape;

Future impacts of climate change on habitats and land use pattern.
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5.3.13

5.3.14

5.3.15

Landscape Character Area C2: Lower Swaledale (Richmond East)

Location

The LCAformsthe widening valley of Lower Swaledale as ittransitionstothe broad valley
tothe east of Richmond. Itis bounded to the north by the southern edge of Richmond and
Richmond EastMoors Fringe LCA B8, tothe east by the Brompton-on-Swale West Broad
ValleyLCAE4andtothesouthbyColburnMoorsFringe LCAB10.

Key Characteristics

0 Steep, low-sided dale with small areas of floodplain

0 Partlywooded, withdeciduousandmixedwoodlandonsteepslopes

0 Smallpastoralfieldstransitionintomedium-scalearableland

0 Uplandedgesarevisiblefromthevalleyfloor

0 Strong estate and monastic influences including preserved remains of Easby Abbey

0 Areaofculturalandrecreationalimportance

Current Character

The LCAformsthelowerslopesofthemeandering River Swaleasitflowsaroundthe south
of Richmond. Past the town, the valley begins to widen to a more open valley floor in
places, enclosed by low, steep slopes and woodland. The highest point of the LCA is
approximately 147m AOD on the south-east edge of Richmond, with the lowest land

approximately 80m AOD along the river course.

The river flows around the south of the castle mound, meanders around a sharp bend
south-east of Richmond before sweeping south of Easby. A number of tributary streams
flow into the southern meander of the river, through steep, wooded, narrow v-shaped

valleys.
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5.3.16

5.3.17

5.3.18

5.3.19

In this part of the dale, the woodland cover begins to reduce. Broadleaf and mixed
woodland is characteristic of the steeper and upper slopes within the valley. This
contributes to an intimate character through the valley, which begins to open up towards
the east in the transition to broader river valley. Land use begins to change to arable
farming as evidenced infields around Easby. A small section of the North Pennine Dales
Meadows SAC s located on open slopes maintained through hay meadow management

south-east of Richmond.

Thereareanumberofculturalandheritage sitesandassociationswiththisLCA. Thecoast
to coast long distance walking path established by Alfred Wainright passes over Richmond
Bridge and follows the southern banks of the River Swale from St Martin’s Benedictine
Priory.3” Easby Abbey, noted as one of the best-preserved monasteries in Britain stands
outonthe wooded banks oftheriver. There are visual and physical relationships between
otherheritagefeaturesandsiteswithinthe LCAincluding Richmond Castlethatstandsout
in views of the town from the river footpaths. A number of public rights of way pass
throughthearea, tolinkwith cultural sites including The Station visitor centre onthe south-

east of Richmond.

Thisisatranquil, rural, river landscape that forms part of the landscape setting to historic

Richmond.

Historic Landscape Character

This is largely an area of unknown planned enclosure and modern improved fields with
significant blocks and stretches of broadleaved woodland including ancient and semi-
naturalwoodland. The scheduledreligiousland at Easby Abbeyisanimportantlandmark

featureinthe centre ofthe LCA.

s https://www.ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php?path_name=Coast+to+Coast+%28Wainwright%29
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Landscape Condition

5.3.20 Importanthistoricfeaturesarewellmanagedas partofrelativelyintactwooded, lowerdale

landscape. Woodland edgesare well-maintainedtoframetheriverand abbeylandscape.

Some fragmentation of field boundaries has occurred in the south due to changes in

farming practices. Overall, the landscape is in good-moderate condition throughout the

LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Disrepair/loss of drystone walls and field barns due to changes from intensive to
extensive grazing practice;
Changesinfarmingpracticesleadingtofragmentationofhistoricenclosure patterns;
Decline in the management of parkland and associated heritage and landscape
features;

Lack of management of existing woodlands resulting in a gradual decline with a large
proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young treestoreplace them;

Pressure of tourism numbers leading to inappropriate conversion of existing redundant
orderelictfarmbuildingsin astyle whichisinconsistentwiththelocal vernacular;
Increasing traffic could put significant pressure on the network of narrow lanes within
thedalesleadingtocongestionandloss of sense oftranquillity;

Increased pressure for tourist related developments, such as holiday cottages, camping
sites and caravan parks, potentially affecting the character and quality of the landscape;

Future impacts of climate change such as flood events on habitats and valley landscape.
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5.3.21

5.3.22

5.3.23

Landscape Character Area C3: Mid-Swaledale

Location

Thisisapocketof Mid-Swaledale LCA thatis a continuation of the character area defined
within the Yorkshire Dales National Park. Itis boundto the south by Preston and Stainton

Moor LCA A4 and Stainton Moors Fringe (North) LCAB11.

Key Characteristics

0 Mixed woodlandthatfollows the line ofthe valley side contours

0 Woodlandframesthe moorland edge andriverbelow

Current Character

The LCAwithinthe study area, is a pocket of woodland that defines the edge of the moors
asthe steep-sided dale sides drop downto the River Swale. Itforms part of the wider Mid-
Swaledale character area that is defined as part of the Yorkshire Dales National Park
Landscape Character Assessment®. The woodland slopes downto theriver's edge and
continues in a narrow woodland, north along the river banks towards Oxque Bridge. It

provides a clear boundary between the moor and valley landscape.

Historic Landscape Character

This is an area of woodland, which is a combination of spring wood defined by drystone

walls and ancient and semi-natural coniferous woodland on upper valley slopes.

% Reference Figure 4 and Swaledale and Arkengarthdale Chapter of the YDNP LCA 2002 https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/about-the-
dales/landscape/landscapecharacterassessment
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Landscape Condition

5.3.24 The areas of ancient and semi-natural and ancient replanted woodland are well-

maintained. The landscape ofthe LCAwithinthe study areaisingood condition.

Forces for Change

0 Lack of management of existing woodlands resulting in a gradual decline with alarge
proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young trees toreplace them;

0 Disrepair/lossofdrystonewallsandfield barnsduetochangesinland management.
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5.3.25

5.3.26

Landscape Character Area C4: Lower Wensleydale

Location

This LCA s a continuation of the Lower Wensleydale character area within the Yorkshire
Dales National Park in the south of the study area. Itis bounded to the north by Preston-
under-Scar Moors Fringe LCA B13, to the east by Leyburn Broad Valley LCA E6 and
Middleham Broad Valley LCA E7 and to the south-east by Middleham Moors Fringe LCA
B17.

Key Characteristics

0 Broad,large-scale,open,u-shapedvalley

0 Wide, gentlymeanderingriverthatis largelywooded and often hiddenfromviewinthe
wider context ofthe valley

0 Variedfield pattern of smaller, hedgerowboundfieldsinthe westto larger, openfields
inthe east

0 Strong parkland character to the west of Wensley, with woodland blocks framing the
deerpark,formalgardensandlawn

0 Major villages with scattered farms and country houses

0 Goodintervisibilitywithsurrounding LCA, particularly sweeping views ofthevalleyand

rising moorland to the south

Current Character

The LCAformsthe northern part of the broad river valley of Lower Wensleydale between
the villages of Redmire and Wensley. The river defines the boundary of the Yorkshire Dales
National Park, across which the LCA continues. It consists of a south-facing slope between
the Wensleydale Railway in the north down to the River Ure which forms the boundary of
the Yorkshire Dales National Park to the south. Landform slopes gently from
approximately 170m AOD on the north edge near Redmire to approximately 120m AOD
attheriver'sedge. Thereare localundulations and variation where tributary streamsflow

throughwooded gullies fromthe norththrough Wensley and east of Bolton Hall.
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5.3.27

5.3.28

5.3.29

5.3.30

5331

The River Ure gently meanders through the low valley floor. The river is lined with
woodland and is generally hidden in view within the wider context of the valley. It is
identified by the sinuous bands of woodland through the valley floor. A number of

tributariesflowdownthenorthernvalleyslopes, oftenalongawooded course.

There are a variety of habitats across the landscape, including areas of woodland with a
significant block of ancient and semi-natural deciduous woodland at West Wood, which
links to the wooded pasture and parkland landscape of Bolton Hall. There are also
important grasslands and a small area of lowland fen that contribute to the varied
landscape. This is a largely pastoral landscape with varying field pattern of small
rectangular fields particularly near to settlements and larger irregular fields across the
gentler slopes moving east. Field boundaries are predominantly hedgerows with
occasional stone walls. Trees often form parts of boundaries and provide physical and

visual links across the valley slopes to woodland blocks and the wooded river course.

The LCA contains a variety of heritage features, which include the expansive designed
landscape of the country estates at Bolton Hall and Wensley Hall that characterise much
ofthis LCA. There are clusters of listed buildings and features within the two villages and
through the parkland including bridges, churches and country houses that contribute to

the heritage ofthevalley.

Whilstvegetationcreatesanintimate characterinplaces, thereis strongintervisibility with
the surrounding LCA. Wide views of the broad valley are common, with clear views of the
dominantmoorslandscape of Nidderdaletothe south. Overall, thisisatranquillandscape
withavaried sense of enclosure and strong relationship with the Yorkshire Dales Nationall

Park.

Historic Landscape Character

The west of this LCA is formed of an area of piecemeal enclosure and modern improved
fields. The east is primarily planned enclosure that encompasses the designed landscapes
(countryestates)of BoltonHallandWensleyPark. Thereisasmallareaofstripfields south
of Redmire. West Wood is an expanse of restored ancient and semi-natural woodland

alongthe north bank of the River Ure.
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Landscape Condition

5.3.32 Changes in farming practices and land management has altered the enclosure pattern

over time. Dry-stone wall boundaries are generally well-maintained. Despite removal of

field boundaries in places, much of the historic structure is evident. The designed

landscape of Bolton Hall is largely intact and well managed, particularly maintaining the

swathes of woodland. Overall, the landscape is in good-moderate condition throughout
the LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Disrepair/lossofdrystonewallsandfield barnsduetochangesinfarming practicesand
land management;

Changes in farming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns;
Decline in the management of parkland and associated heritage and landscape
features;

Lack of management of existing woodlands resulting in a gradual decline with a large
proportion of over-maturetrees and lack of young treestoreplace them;

Increasing visitor numbers and traffic in the wider Dales area could put significant
pressureonthe network of narrowlaneswithinthe dalesleadingtocongestionandloss
of sense oftranquillity;

Inappropriate conversion of existing redundant or derelict farm buildings in a style
whichisinconsistentwiththelocalvernacular;

Futureimpactsofclimate change onhabitatsandrivervalleylandscapeandfeatures.

143 Richmondshire Landscape Character
Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study

111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



Landscape Character Area C5: Lower Coverdale

Location

5.3.33 Thisis anarrow part of the Coverdale character area that is largely within the Yorkshire
Dales National Park to the west and south of the study area. It is bounded to the north by
Middleham Moors Fringe LCA B17 and to the east by Middleham Broad Valley LCA ES.

Key Characteristics

0 Steep, wooded river bank

0 Intimate andtranquil river valley

0 River has an enclosed, narrow, gently meandering profile
0 Lowerreaches of the long, sinuous, u-shaped glacial valley

0 Deciduous woodland defines the river sides

Current Character

5.3.34 TheLCAcomprisesofthesteep, northbanks ofthe River CoverinCoverdale, whichforms
the southern edge of the study area. This narrow LCA forms the north-east edge of the
wider character areathatis defined within the Yorkshire Dales National Park Landscape

Character Assessment®®.

5.3.35 The steep-sided bank is cloaked in deciduous woodland for most of its length, much of

which is designated ancient and semi-naturalwoodland.

5.3.36 TheRiverCoverrises onhighgroundwithinthe National Park andflowsin a south-westto
north-east direction through the long sinuous valley to confluence with the River Ure at

Ulshaw inthe adjacent LCA.

% Reference Figure 4 and Wensleydale Chapter of the YDNP LCA 2002 https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/about-the-
dales/landscape/landscapecharacterassessment
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5.3.37 The promoted route of the Six Dales Trail follows the north bank of the river through the
LCA, between Middleham and Jervaulx Abbey. The LCA has an overall intimate character
created by the woodland along the steep banks. There is limited intervisibility with

surrounding LCA, although a strong physical relationship with the wider dale landscape.

Historic Landscape Character

5.3.38 This is largely an area of ancient and semi-natural woodland with areas of unknown

plannedenclosureonthehigherpartsofthevalleysides.

Landscape Condition

5.3.39 The enclosed, wooded valley landscape is largely intact. Woodland structure is well-

maintained. The landscape ofthe LCA withinthe study areaisingood condition.

Forces for Change

0 Neglect of dry-stone wall management;
0 Lack of management of existing woodlands resulting in a gradual decline with alarge
proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young treestoreplace them;

0 Futureimpactsof climate change onhabitats.
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5.4

54.1

5.4.2

Local Landscape Character Type D: Narrow Valley

Characterisation

Key Characteristics

« Relatively flat valley floors with gently rising sides to the higher ground of the Moors
Fringes

« Fast flowing watercourses (becks) especially after heavy rainfall on the upland moors

« Thebecksflowgenerally north-westto south-eastjoining the River Swale to the north-
west of Brompton-on-Swale

« The watercourses are often tree lined

« Generallyopenlandscape with little tree cover away fromthe course of theriver;

« Arablefarmingisthe predominantland usewithinthe LLCT

« Thisis a predominantly rural landscape with a relatively strong sense of tranquillity
throughout;

« Numerouspondsandwetlandsalongthevalleyfloorofthe LLCT

Description

ThisLLCT consists of the tributaries of the River Swale to the north and east of Richmond
which are made up of a number of becks — Skeeby Beck, Gilling Beck, Hartforth Beck,
Holme Beck, Dalton Beck, Stalwath Beck and Browson Beck. Many of the watercourses
have their sources onthe highmoorlandtothe west. They confluenceinthisnarrowvalley

and flow south towards the River Swale.

The valley is formed by moderately steep, lower slopes that begin to rise more steeply in
the adjacent Moors Fringe LLCT. It has a narrow valley floor that is generally well-treed.
Vegetation comprises of sinuous lines of riparian trees and shrubs that define
watercourses, hedgerow boundaries with trees, scattered field trees and small blocks of

woodland particularly concentratedinthe centre ofthe LLCT.
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5.4.3 This is a rural landscape with scattered settlement of historic nucleated villages and
scattered farms, manor houses and cottages linked by a network of winding, often narrow
lanes. Land coverislargely pastoral, withasmall-to medium scale, irregularfield pattern.

Fieldsincreaseinsizeandbecomemoreregularonlesssteeplandforminthe south.

5.4.4 There are a variety of historic features dispersed through the LLCT, including Ravensworth
Castle and small areas of ancient and semi-natural woodland. There are a number of

conservation areas including villages and variety of estates.
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Evaluation

Sensitivity to Change Issues

High visual sensitivity as a result of strong intervisibility between adjacent Moors
Fringe LLCT and distinctive cross-valley views.

Moderate ecological sensitivity as aresult of scattered woodlands including pockets
ofancientand semi-naturalwoodland, oftenlinked by hedgerowsthroughthevalley.
Moderate landscape and cultural sensitivity as a result of the dispersed settlement
pattern with remnants of historic parkland and woodland and predominantly rural

character.

Guidance for Managing Landscape Change

Physical and Ecological Character

O 0Ooogoog

Protectandenhancethe pastoralcharacterofthevalley;

Manage, restore and thicken hedgerows for landscape structure and biodiversity;
Manage areas of woodland, allowing tothicken;

Restore, extendandlinkexistingfragmentedareasofbroadleafwoodland;

Ensure effective catchmentmanagementto sustainwater quality;

Encourage conservation of existing key habitats and landscape features and expand
the resource through habitat restoration and re-creation guided by ecological networks.

Cultural and Historical Character

Manage and restore historic parklands and features, retaining veteran trees and
reintroducing wood pasture;

Conserve historic and archaeological sites and consider the setting of these when
planning and implementing landscape management actions;

Protect the dispersed settlement pattern of villages;

Encourage use oflocal materials and vernacular stylesindevelopmentsto strengthen
local character, including limestone and gritstone;

Strengthenhistoricfield patternsthroughhedgerowrestorationandmanagement.

Aesthetic and Perceptual Character

O
O

O

October 2019

Protectthepredominantlyruralcharacterandassociated sense oftranquillity;
Conservekeycross-valleyviewstoareas of adjacentMoors Fringe andrisingMoorsto
the west;

Protectandenhance publicenjoymentofthelandscape, including appreciation ofthe
sense of escapism it provides, through management and improvements to existing
publicrights of way.
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Local Landscape Character Areas

545 There are three landscape character areas within this LLCT, namely:

0 D1 Ravensworth Narrow Valley
0 D2 Gilling Narrow Valley
0 D3 SkeebyNarrow Valley

October 2019 149 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study
111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



5.4.6

54.7

5.4.8

Landscape Character Area D1: Ravensworth Narrow Valley

Location

This LCA comprises the northern part of a narrow, shallow valley in the north of the study
area. Itisboundedtothe north by Caldwell Vale LCAF1within County Durham, tothe east
by EastandWestLayton Moors Fringe LCAB3, tothe south-eastby Gilling Narrow Valley
LCA D2, to the south by Whashton Moors Fringe LCA B5 and to the west by Newsham
Moors Fringe LCA B1 and Dalton and Gayles Moors Fringe LCA B2.

Key Characteristics

0 Shallow valley where a number of becks confluence

0 Sinuous, often tree-lined watercourses cross the landscape

0 Ponds and wetlands within valley floor, particularly focussed around Ravensworth
Castleand Smallways

0 Variety of dispersed tree cover

0 Scattered farmsteads and manors, and historic village at Ravensworth

0 Arurallandscape with arelatively strong sense of tranquillity throughout

0 Irregular pattern ofarableand pastoralfields

Current Character

This LCAisanarrow, shallowvalley where becks flowing from the high moorsinthe west,
confluence and wind their way south towards the broader valleys in the centre of the
District. There is little topographical variation in the north of this LCA, ranging from
approximately 160m AOD on the side slopesto 140m AOD in the centre. Steeper slopes
form the southern edge of the valley, from approximately 210m AOD near Kirby Hill to

120m AOD at Ravensworth.

Anumber of becks and tributary streamsrise in the north of this LCA and also flowinto the
LCA from the moors to the west. They confluence into Dalton Beck to the northwest of
Ravensworth. Ponds and wetland areas are common through the valley floor and

marshland at Ravensworth is particularly noteworthy.
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549

5.4.10

54.11

5.4.12

5.4.13

This is a rural landscape that comprises a mixture of arable and pastoral farming. The
sinuous watercourses combine with more angular field boundaries to create an irregular
fieldpatternofsmall-tolarge-scalefields. Fieldboundariesare predominantly hedgerows
andvergeswithtrees. Stonewallsoccasionallyformboundariestothewestofthe LCAand

in proximity to settlement.

Vegetation is varied and has a generally dispersed character across the LCA. Sinuous lines
of trees follow the line of the watercourses, linking with hedgerow field boundaries and
small blocks of woodland. Scattered clumps and individual field trees are also
characteristic ofthis LCA. Partsofthe LCA have awell-treed character, whilst other parts
are more open such as near Smallways in the north. There are no nationally designated
landscape orbiodiversity siteswithinthe LCA, howeverthe pondsandwetlandsarelocally

valuedforthe habitatsthey provide.

Settlement comprises of scattered farmsteads often with large farmhouses and range of
stoneand modernbarns, manor houses and cottages linked by asmall number of country
lanes. Ravensworthisanhistoric settlementwithancientorigins. The currentvillageislaid
outaround avillage green, with a number of listed properties dating from the 18" Century
and constructed from stone reclaimed from the castle. The remains of the castle are
locally prominent and form part of the wider Scheduled Monument that includes the
defensive marsh and buried remains of the medieval village. There a numerous cultural

links with Ravensworth, which features in poems and artwork.

This is a predominantly still landscape, with localised intrusion in the north from the A66
and associated with the large-scale nursery at Ravensworth. Itis a generally enclosed
landscape due to the surrounding moors fringe slopes and vegetation dispersed through
the valley. Low hedgerows and dispersed vegetation allow occasional long views along the

valley and of the rising landform to the eastand west.

Historic Landscape Character

ThisLCAisamosaicofpiecemealenclosure, unknownplannedenclosure, stripfieldsand
modernimprovedfields. There is the large natural lake near to Smallways and scattered

blocks of mixed and broadleaved woodland.
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Landscape Condition

5.4.14  Changes in farming practices and land management have resulted fragmentation of
vegetation structure. Retained field boundaries and dispersed trees and woodland are
generally well-maintained. Modern land uses are occasionally conspicuous in the strongly

rurallandscape. Thelandscapeisinmoderate conditionthroughoutthe LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;
Conversionof remnantgrasslandto arable or pasture, resultingintheloss of relictfield
systems around farmsteads as well as the remnants of traditional farming such as
grazingmeadows;

0 Disrepair of traditional farm buildings resulting in gradual decay and loss. Conversion
has the potential to introduce standardised suburban elements which are not
consistent with local landscape character;

0 Potentialformodernagricultural buildingstointroduce conspicuous builtfeatures;

0 Futureimpactsof climate changethatcouldimpactonvalley settlements and habitats;

0 Potential for river/flood management to impact upon the character of the river

corridors.
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5.4.15

5.4.16

54.17

Landscape Character Area D2: Gilling Narrow Valley

Location

This LCAformsthe central part ofthe narrow, shallow valley inthe north of the study area.
Itis bounded to the north by East and West Layton Moors Fringe LCA B3, to the west by
Melsonby Moors Fringe LCA B4, the south by Skeeby Narrow Valley LCA D3 and Richmond
EastMoorsFringe LCABS, tothe westbyWhashtonMoors Fringe LCAB5andnorth-west
by Ravensworth Narrow Valley LCAD1.

Key Characteristics

0 Narrow valley with gently sloping valley sides

0 Asinuous,treed beck flowsthroughthe centre ofthe LCA

0 Dispersed vegetation with woodland blocks

0 lrregular pattern of arablefield with hedgerowboundaries

0 Dispersedsettlementwithanumberofhalls, manorhousesandlargefarmhouses
0 Vernacular propertiesbuiltfromlocal stone

0 Tourism features including fishing lakes, barn conversions and hotels

Current Character

This LCA is a narrow valley with generally undulating, gently sloping sides. The valley sides
slope more steeply to the north of Gilling West, from approximately 90m AOD up to the

180mAODwherethe LCAtransitionstomoorsfringe.

The valley floor is narrow and contains Holme Beck that becomes Hartforth Beck where
watercourses from the moors confluence at Hartforth Wood. Watercourses meander
throughthelandscapeandaregenerallyidentified by sinuouslines of vegetation. Several

fishing lakes have beenformedinthe south ofthe LCA, nearto GillingWest
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5.4.18 Theland use is dominated by arable farming with areas of parkland and woodland in the
centre of the LCA. Field boundaries are varied; comprising of woodland edges,
watercourses, open grass verges with scattered trees and occasional post and wire fences.
Some ofthese are remnant of former enclosure patterns, butin many placesfield size has
increased overtime. Anumber of parkland featuresaroundthe large properties are intact
including tree-lined roads. HartforthWood is alarge area of ancient replanted woodland.

There are no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

5.4.19 Settlementisdispersedthroughthecentre ofthe LCA, largelyalongthevalleyfloor. Large
countryhousesandmanorsareaccessedalong private drivesfromthe countrylanes. The
propertiesareoftenenclosedbyparklandtreesandsmallwoodlandboundaries. Hartforth
is a small, clustered village of stone cottages and barns, many of which are listed,
established around a green and separated from Hartforth Hall by remnant parkland.
Hartforth Hall is a grade 11* listed country house built from sandstone.*° Gilling West is a

linearvillage inthe south ofthe LCA, containing alarge proportion of listed buildings.

5.420 Anenclosedlandscapeis created by the vegetation pattern and undulating valley sides.
The LCA is well connected with adjacent LCA and areas of interest including the historic
town of Richmond to the south. Itis a still, rural landscape with a relatively tranquil feel
particularly associatedwiththe sheltered parklandlandscape. Visibility is oftencontained

byscatteredvegetation, althoughlongerviewsalongthevalleyflooropenupinplaces.

Historic Landscape Character

5.421 Thisislargelyanareaof modernimprovedfields and unknown planned enclosure. There
is an area of strip fields to the east of Gilling West. In the centre of the LCA, there are the
eliteresidences of Hartforth Grange and Hartforth Hall. Thereis alsoalarge area of mixed

plantationwoodland atHartforthWood.

40 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1131933

October 2019 154 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study
111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



Landscape Condition

5.4.22 Changes in farming practices and land management have resulted in a mosaic of land

cover and varying enclosure patterns. Woodland, field boundary hedgerows and trees are

generally well-maintained and link through this LCA. Hartforth Beck is a well-managed

watercourse that characterises the valley. The landscape is in moderate condition

throughout the LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;
Pasture improvement and arable expansion threaten areas of ridge and furrow and
otherhistoricearthworks, aswellastheremnants oftraditionalfarming suchasgrazing
meadows;

Conversionofremnantgrasslandto arable or pasture, resulting inthe loss of relictfield
systems around farmsteads as well as the remnants of traditional farming such as
grazingmeadows;

Disrepair of traditional farm buildings resulting in gradual decay and loss. Conversion
has the potential to introduce standardised suburban elements which are not
consistent with local landscape character;

Potentialformodern agricultural buildingstointroduce conspicuous builtfeatures;
Futureimpactsofclimatechangethatcouldimpactonvalleysettlementsandhabitats;
Potential for river/flood management to impact upon the character of the river

corridors.
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Landscape Character Area D3: Skeeby Narrow Valley

Location

5.4.23 ThisLCAformsthe southern part ofthe narrowvalley between Gilling West and the River
Swale. Itis in the centre of the study area and is bounded to the north by Gilling Narrow
ValleyLCAD2andMelsonbyMoorsFringeLCAB4,tothe eastbyMoultonVale LCAF4,to
the south by Brompton-on-Swale West Broad Valley LCA E1 and to the west by the
Richmond EastMoors Fringe LCABS.

Key Characteristics

0 Shallow valley with gently rising valley sides

0 Meandering, vegetated watercourse flows through the centre of the LCA
0 Arablelandscapewithlimitedtreecover

0 Central village with dispersed farms, granges and cottages

0 Medium-scale, open, rural landscape

0 Open valley views and strong intervisibility with surrounding LCA
Current Character

5.4.24  TheLCAisanarrow, relatively shallowvalley with gently sloping, locally undulating valley
sides. Topography varies from approximately 80m AOD at the lowest part of the valley
floor along Skeeby Beck inthe south, to approximately 140m AODtothe north-eastalong
Barracks Bank. Landform comprises relatively smooth slopes with localised undulations
associated with tributary becks and springs rising near Skeeby.

5.4.25 Gilling Beck takes arelatively straight course through flatter landscape in the north of the
LCA. South of Skeeby, Skeeby Beck has a more meandering, vegetated course through the
narrower valleyfloorinthe south ofthe LCA.
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5.4.26

5.4.27

5.4.28

5.4.29

The land use is dominated by arable farming across a generally regular field pattern
delineated by hedgerows and occasionally grass verges with trees. Field boundaries are
often tangent to the slope contours and link from the outer edges of the LCA towards the
centralwatercourse. Narrow, sinuous strips of pasture followmuch ofthe course of Gilling
Beck and Skeeby Beck. Small woodland blocks and tree groups break up the pasture in
the south of the LCA. There are no designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the
LCA.

Skeeby is alinear village and the centre of the LCA, on the route between Scotch Corner
and Richmond. Local stone walls and properties, including a small number of listed stone
buildings, form the road frontage. More modern development is set back and within cul-
de-sacs behind the historic settlementline. There are asmall number of scattered farms,
clusters of cottages and granges acrossthe wider LCA. These stand outinviews through
the undulating valley and over low hedgerow field boundaries. Two vehicular routes
provide good connectionwith othervalley settlementstothe northand southand between
Richmondandthe A1(M) Scotch Cornerjunction. Thereis also arobustnetwork of public

rights of way linking throughthe valley and between settlements.

This is a generally stilland balanced rural landscape with characteristic vernacular features.
Itisatranquil landscape, particularly associated with the meandering watercourses and
limited vehicularmovement. Therearelong, valleyviewsacrosstherurallandscape ofthis
LCAandbeyondtorisingmoorlandslopes. Views are mare contained withinthe pastoral,

narrowvalleyfloorinthe south.

Historic Landscape Character

Thisis largely an area of modern improved fields and unknown planned enclosure with a

smallareaof strip fieldsinthe very south-east. There is small planned estate forming part

of the village of Skeeby.
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Landscape Condition

5.4.30 Farming practices have historically altered the landscape pattern, resulting in large fields

fragmented hedgerowboundaries. The intimate character of the beck is well-maintained

through much of the central valley. Shelter belts and hedgerow boundaries in the south

are well-structured and link through the landscape. The landscape is in moderate

condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;
Pasture improvement and arable expansion threaten areas of ridge and furrow and
otherhistoricearthworks, aswellastheremnants oftraditionalfarming suchasgrazing
meadows;

Conversionofremnantgrasslandto arable or pasture, resulting inthe loss of relictfield
systems around farmsteads as well as the remnants of traditional farming such as
grazingmeadows;

Disrepair of traditional farm buildings resulting in gradual decay and loss. Conversion
has the potential to introduce standardised suburban elements which are not
consistent with local landscape character;

Potentialformodern agricultural buildingstointroduce conspicuous builtfeatures;
Futureimpactsofclimatechangethatcouldimpactonvalleysettlementsandhabitats;
Potential for river/flood management to impact upon the character of the river

corridors.
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5.5 Local Landscape Character Type E: Broad Valley

Characterisation

Key Characteristics

« Broad, low-lying and open plain between Moors Fringe and linking Dale and Vale
landscapes

« Slow moving rivers meander through the landscape

« Adistinctive areaoflow-lying farmland, withlowwoodland cover andlargefields

« Thereareavarietyofhabitatsincludingamixture offloodmeadows, neutralgrasslands
andfloodplain mires

« Quarryworkingsarecommoninthislandscapeandanumberofformerextractionsites
arenowlakesandincludenaturesites

« Settlementisdispersedthroughthearea, oftenclustered atroadjunctionsandhistoric
river crossing points

« Principal transport corridors, power lines and energy infrastructure are occasionally
conspicuous elements in thelandscape

« Key historic features include halls, manor houses and parkland

« Thevalleysare oftendefined bywide viewstodistanthills

Description

55.1 There are three occurrences of the LLCT within the study area. The LLCT is defined by
meandering rivers in their lower reaches, which have formed broad valleys with gentle
slopes atthe foot of the Moors Fringe landscapes. These rivers divide the study areaina
west-east direction, including the River Tees on the north edge, River Swale through the

centreand River Ureinthe south.

5.5.2 Theriver courses are often lined with trees and lush, diverse vegetation. In places, river
corridorsare, therefore, relatively enclosed, resultinginanintimate scaleincontrasttothe

open exposed nature of the adjacent flood meadows and lowland landscapes.
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E: Broad Valley

<
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55.3 Halls and manor houses provide historical interest, together with traditional settlements
particularlytowardsthefringesofthe LLCT. Amedium-scale, regularfield pattern persists
across much of the LLCT. Smaller-scale, more intimate fields are characteristic of

settlementfringe

55.4 The AL1(M)transectsthe centralarea ofthe LLCT. This and otherinfrastructure including
transmission lines and commercial development occasionally form conspicuous elements

in the low-lying, flat landscape.
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Evaluation

Sensitivity to Change Issues

High visual sensitivity as a result of the predominantly open character and flat
landform, which facilitates long distance open views across the landscape and
promotes strong intervisibility with the adjacent Moors Fringe and Vale LLCT.
Moderate ecological sensitivity associated with the patchwork of arable and
improved grassland fields, interspersed with small patches of fen, marsh and flood
meadow including smallareas designated as SSSI.

High landscape and cultural sensitivity as a result of the variety of historic features
within the LLCT as well as those on the edges of adjacent LLCT, including historic
settlement sites, archaeological sites and designed landscapes, coupled with an overall

sense oftranquillity withinthis predominantly rurallandscape.

Guidance for Managing Landscape Change

Physical and Ecological Character

Ensure effective catchmentmanagementto sustainwater quality;

Encourage the creation of new woodland along appropriate riverbanks, which
complementstheexistingwoodlandpattern;

Conserve the natural form of the rivers by avoiding engineered solutions to water
management;

Conserve natural river floodplain features, such as meanders, oxbows, old river
channels, ponds andislands;

Restore andenhancewetland habitats;

Targetagri-environmentscheme supportforbroadleavedwoodland, wetland pasture
and meadow habitats;

Encourage conservation of existing key habitats and landscape features and expand
the resource through habitat restoration and re-creation guided by ecological corridors.

Cultural and Historical Character

October 2019

Encourage the use of local materials and vernacular styles in developments to
strengthen local character, including limestone and gritstone;

Conserve and enhancethe distinct pattern of stone walls and hedgerows delineating
fieldboundariesinordertomaintainlandscape structure;

Conservehistoric and archaeological sites and consider the setting of historic and
archaeological sites when planning and implementing landscape management actions;
Ensure highway improvement schemes respect and reflect local character and
encourage the use of traditional signage where possible;
Ensuretheprotectionandsetting ofhalls,manorhousesandotherlandscapefeatures.
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Aesthetic and Perceptual Character

. Conserve open views along and across the river floodplains towards adjacent
LLCT;

. Protect and enhance public enjoyment of the landscape, including appreciation
of the sense of escapism it provides, through identifying opportunities to create
new circular routes or links to existing public rights of way

Local Landscape Character Areas

555 There are eight landscape character areas within this LLCT, namely:

O

E1 Cliffe Broad Valley

0 E2 Stapleton Broad Valley

0 E3Dalton-on-TeesBroad Valley

0 E4 Brompton-on-Swale West Broad Valley
0 E5Brompton-on-Swale East Broad Valley
0 E6 Leyburn Broad Valley

0 E7 Middleham Broad Valley

0 E8Ulshaw Broad Valley
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Landscape Character Area E1: Cliffe Broad Valley

Location

5.5.6 This LCAforms part ofthe broad valley along the River Tees inthe north of the study area.
It is bounded to the north by County Durham and Darlington Borough, to the south by
Caldwell Vale LCA F1 and Aldbrough Vale LCAF2, andto the east by Stapleton Broad Valley
LCAF2.

Key Characteristics

0 Gentlevalleyslopes

0 Slow-flowing River Tees meanders through the landscape with well-wooded banks

0 Medium-scale arable fields with hedgerowboundaries

0 Historic landscape features associated with river crossing at Cliffe and Cliffe Hall
parkland

0 Limited settlement generally in proximity to the river

0 Long valley views often open up between vegetation cover

Current Character

55.7 This LCA forms the gentle, southern slopes of the broad Tees valley, between Manfield and
Gainford Mill. The topography comprises of moderate slopes down from the vale
landscape towards the meandering River Tees, ranging from approximately 90m AODto

45m AOD attheriver banks.

55.8 The slow-moving River Tees meanders through the landscape and is characterised by
stonybankslined with broadleavedtrees and smallblocks of woodland. Thereareasmall
number of tributary watercourses flowing through the LCA in a south-north direction,

including astreamthrough woodland within the Cliffe Hall estate, tojointhe River Tees.
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559

5.5.10

5511

5.5.12

This is a predominantly arable landscape with regular pattern of medium-scale fields. Field
boundariesarevaried, including hedgerows particularly along roads, estate and postand
wire fencing, grass verges and trees. Small blocks of woodland oftenfollowthe line ofthe
river and link with woodland through the Cliffe Hall estate. Tree cover is less towards the
east ofthe LCA, where fields have a more exposed character. The grounds of Cliffe Halll
comprise woodland and tree groups that create designed vistas, scattered specimen trees
andavenuetreesalongtheentrancedrive. WestWoodisabroad strip ofancientand semi-
naturalwoodland that links with other woodland and parklandtreesinthis LCA. Thereare

no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

Cliffe is a small village with variety of archaeological history including Scheduled
Monument remains of a Roman Bridge that would have linked with the Roman Fort at
Piercebridge. Itis animportant crossing point of the River Tees. The park at Cliffe Hall is
noted as being formed inthe 13" century*!, with a number of intact features and including
buriedroundbarrows. Cottages andfarmbuildings associated withthe estate are nestled
within vegetation west of the hall complex. Inthewider LCAthere are scattered farmsand

cottagesonthemainroutesoraccessedbylongfarmtracks.

Views associated with this landscape are varied due to diversity of vegetation across the
valley slopes. Woodland and parkland planting contain views and creates vistas associated
with the estate. There are occasional long views east along the valley, towards rising
landform in the east. This is a generally tranquil and still, rural landscape with areas of

cultural value.

Historic Landscape Character

This is largely an area of unknown planned enclosure together with several areas of

piecemeal enclosure. Cliffe Hall designed landscape and a blocks of broadleaved

woodland are atthe centre of the LCA.

41 https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/yorks/north/vol1/pp186-190
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Landscape Condition

5.5.13  Farming practices have historically altered the landscape pattern, resulting in increased

field size, fragmented hedgerow boundaries and need for fence boundaries. Woodland

and parkland vegetation is generally well-maintained and contributes to the historic

integrity of the designed landscape. The landscape is in moderate condition across the
LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;
Changes in farming practices leading to further fragmentation of historic enclosure
patterns and vegetation;

Disrepair of traditional farm buildings resulting in gradual decay and loss. Conversion
has the potential to introduce elements which are not consistent with local landscape
character;

Potential large agricultural buildings could introduce conspicuous landscape elements,
resulting in changes to existing landscape character;

Climate changeisexpectedtobringanincreasedriskoffloodingandsettlementswithin
thevalley are vulnerable. Future river management may require new features such as
wetlands and detention basins to manage flood water and protecturban areas. Future
flood defence systems and options for river management, including flood bunds and
wetlands, mayimpactuponthe character oftheriver corridors;

Agriculture will likely need to adaptto use less water, carbon and other resources, and

reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses.
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Landscape Character Area E2: Stapleton Broad Valley
Location

5.5.14 ThisLCAformsthe southern plain ofthe River Tees between Manfield and Croft-on-Tees
in the north of the study area. Itis bounded to the north and east by Darlington Borough,
tothesouthbyAldbroughVale LCAF2,Bartonand North CowtonVale LCAF3and Dalton-

on-Tees Broad Valley LCA E3 and to the west by Cliffe Broad Valley LCAEL.

Key Characteristics

O

Broad low-lying, open plain

0 Slow-moving River Tees meanders through the landscape with wooded banks

0 Medium-scale arablefieldswithinthe meandersoftheriver

O Limited vegetation cover often concentrated along road and watercourse boundaries
0 Dispersed settlement pattern influenced by the River Tees

0 Intrusionfrommajorroads of the A1(M) and A66(M) that passthrough

0 Locally open character but views are often enclosed by mid-distance vegetation

Current Character

5.5.15 Thisisagenerallyflatarea of river plain, with some local topographical variation. A steep
bank divides the LCA in a northwest-southeast direction forming the edge of the rive,r
which meanders and encloses the settlement of Cleasby. This creates aterraced landform
in the east of the LCA. Contours range from approximately 40m AOD across the lower

plain,to 70m AOD onthe southernedge of the LCA.

55.16 The meanders of the River Tees form the northern boundary to this LCA and are
identifiable by the wooded banks. Clow Beck flows along a well-vegetated course along
the southern boundary of the LCA into the river near Croft-on-Tees. Former quarry lakes

are largely hidden in the landscape near to Cleashby.
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5.5.17

5.5.18

5.5.19

5.5.20

55.21

This is a predominantly arable landscape of medium to large-scale fields within the
meanders of the river. There are local pockets of pasture in proximity to the settlements
aspartofasmaller scalefield network. Field boundaries are often open orlowhedgerows
that contribute to an open visual character. Riparian vegetation and wooded river banks
are conspicuous landscapefeaturesthatlocally contain views and create pockets of well-
treedlandscape withinthe more exposed plain. Thereisasingle strip of ancientand semi-
natural woodland on the banks near Stapleton Grange and following the line of the
Teesdale Way long distance path. There are no nationally designated landscape or

biodiversity sites within this LCA.

Settlement is dispersed across the plain and largely concentrated in the villages of Cleasby
and Stapleton. These villages comprise a variety of property types established around a
central village green and cross-roads. Large farms, manor houses and granges are outlying

propertiestothevillages. Settlementislinkedbynarrow, countrylanesandtracks.

TheAl(M)andA66(M)cutthroughthe LCA. Theraisedsectionofthe A66(M)isparticularly
dominantandintrudes onthe overall calm character associated with thisrurallandscape.
Treed roadside banks reduce this in part but contribute to the visual separation of the

landscape. However, the villages retain a strong, rural character.

ViewsacrossthisLCAarevariedduetothetexturedlandcover, particularlybands oftrees
along watercourses, roadside trees and small woodland blocks onthe settlement edges.
Long, open views of the wider valley are particularly characteristic of the northern part of
this LCA. These become more restricted by vegetation through the centre of the LCA,

particularlyalongthemajorroads.

Historic Landscape Character

This area is predominantly formed of modern improved fields, with smaller areas of

unknown planned enclosure.
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Landscape Condition

5.5.22  Farming practices have historically altered the landscape pattern, resulting inincreased

field size and fragmented hedgerow field boundaries. Vegetation is generally well-

maintained, particularly alongwatercourses, around settlementsandroad corridors. The

landscape is in moderate condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Intensification of agriculture resultinginloss/decline of riparian vegetation, hedgerows
and hedgerowtrees;

Changes in farming practices leading to further fragmentation of historic enclosure
patterns and vegetation;

Disrepair of traditional farm buildings resulting in gradual decay and loss. Conversion
has the potential to introduce elements which are not consistent with local landscape
character;

Potential for increase in vehicle usage to impact upon local tranquillity and require
expansion of road corridors;

Potential large agricultural buildings could introduce conspicuous landscape elements,
resulting in changes to existing landscape character;

Climate changeisexpectedtobringanincreasedriskoffloodingandsettlementswithin
thevalleyare vulnerable. Future river management may require new features such as
wetlands and detention basins to manage flood water and protect urban areas. Future
flood defence systems and options for river management, including flood bunds and
wetlands, mayimpactuponthe character of the river corridors;

Agriculture will likely need to adaptto use less water, carbon and other resources, and

reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses.
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5.5.23

5.5.24

5.5.25

Landscape Character Area E3: Dalton-on-Tees Broad Valley

Location

This LCA forms the meandering river plain between Croft-on-Tees and Sockburn in the
northeast of the study area. Itis bounded to the north and east by Darlington Borough, to
the south by Eryholme Vale LCAF5, tothe west by Barton and North Cowton Vale LCAF3
and to the north-west by Stapleton Broad Valley LCA E2.

Key Characteristics

0 Broad,low-lying, openplainwhichgentlyslopesinthesouth

0 Slow-moving River Tees meanders through the landscape with well-wooded banks
0 Predominantly medium to large-scale arable land use

0 Concentrated areas of woodland cover

0 Dispersed settlement pattern influenced by the River Tees

0 Strong intervisibility with adjacent LCA

Current Character

ThisLCAcomprises ofbroad areas of openriver plainand gently sloping valley sides. The
landformvaries asthe river flows south, meandering throughthe broad valley landscape.
The head of the meandersis generally flatter, with rising slopes towards the vale south of
this LCA. The topography ranges from approximately 25m AOD at the edge of the river

near Hurworth-on-Tees, to approximately 50m AOD along various parts of the vale edge.

The meanders of the River Tees form the northern boundary to this LCA and are
identifiable by woodland along its banks. Tributary watercourses through the LCA
includingtothe south of Croft-on-Teesandinthe south atEastfields Farmarealsowooded

and divide the open valley landscape.
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5.5.26

5.5.27

5.5.28

5.5.29

This is a predominantly arable landscape, comprising of a network of medium to large-
scale fields that generally have open boundaries with occasional trees and low, gappy
hedgerows. Plantationwoodland blocks are characteristicinthe southern partofthe LCA
and link with areas of ancient woodland that follow the river meanders beyond the study
areaboundary. There are no nationally designated landscape of biodiversity sites within
this LCA.

The settlement is dispersed along the meandering line of the river. Villages and hamlets
are linked by a hierarchy of roads from rural lanes to a-roads linking larger settlements
across the wider area. Croft-on-Tees and Dalton-on-Tees were historically formed around
a central green and linked by a single route. Croft-on-Tees is at the crossing point of the
River Tees that connects into the south of Darlington. The village contains a number of
historic, oftenlisted buildings including the restored 14th century road bridge. The layout
of Dalton-on-Tees has been altered by modern development and re-routing of the road,
but there is buried evidence of Roman and Medieval settlement at this location.
Settlementinthe eastofthe LCAismore scattered, comprising ofthe hamlet of Eryholme,

isolated manor houses and farms.

Thisis adiverse landscape due to the vegetation and settlement patternthatis related to
historic settlement along the River Tees. It has an overall still character with open views
along the valley. Wide views that span the adjacent LCA and landscapes outside of the

study area are often available across the large-scale fields.

Historic Landscape Character

This LCAisamixof modernimprovedfields, piecemeal enclosure and unknown planned
enclosure. Thereis asmall area of strip fields to the north of Eastfields Farm in the east of
the LCA. Significant blocks of broadleaved woodland are present, particularly alongside

theRiverTeesandinthesouth-eastofthe LCA.
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Landscape Condition

55.30 Intensive farming practices have resultedinincreased field size with exposed and gappy

hedgerow field boundaries. Significant areas of woodland in the east of the area are

generallywell-maintained as partoftheriver corridor. Thelandscape conditionofthe LCA

isvariable,andinanoverallmoderate-poorcondition.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Intensification ofagriculture resultinginloss/decline of riparian vegetation, hedgerows
and hedgerowtrees;

Changes in farming practices leading to further fragmentation of historic enclosure
patterns and vegetation;

Disrepair of traditional farm buildings resulting in gradual decay and loss. Conversion
has the potential to introduce elements which are not consistent with local landscape
character;

Potential for increase in vehicle usage to impact upon local tranquillity and require
expansion of road corridors;

Potential for new and large agricultural buildings that could introduce conspicuous
landscape elements, resulting in changes to existing landscape character;

Climate changeisexpectedtobringanincreasedriskoffloodingandsettlementswithin
the valley are vulnerable. Future river management may require new features such as
wetlands and detention basins to manage flood water and protecturban areas. Future
flood defence systems and options for river management, including flood bunds and
wetlands, mayimpactuponthe character oftheriver corridors;

Agriculture will likely need to adaptto use lesswater, carbon and other resources, and

reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses.
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Landscape Character Area E4: Brompton-on-Swale West Broad Valley

Location

5.5.31 This LCA comprises of gently undulating valley slopes between Richmond and Brompton-
on-Swale. Itisboundedtothe north-eastby the Richmond East Moors Fringe LCABS, the
northby SkeebyNarrowValleyLCAD3, the north-eastbyMoultonVale LCAF4,totheeast
by Brompton-on-Swale East Broad Valley LCA ES5, to the south by Tunstall Moors Fringe
LCA B16 and to the west by Colburn Moors Fringe LCA B10 and Lower Swaledale
(RichmondEast)LCAC2.

Key Characteristics

0 Broad, gentle slopes

0 Slow moving River Swale meanders through the landscape
0 Confluence of Skeeby Beck with the River Swale

0 Mixture of arable and pastoral farmland with meadows

0 Dispersed settlement and tourism features

0 Intrusion from major road corridor of A1(M)

0 Varying sense of enclosure

0 Historic landscape links with adjacent LCA

Current Character

5.5.32 Thelandform across the LCA is gently undulating with gradual slopes forming the broad
valleysides. Topographyrangesfromapproximately 105m AOD inthe north ofthe LCAto
approximately 60m AOD inthe valleyfloor.

5.5.33 The River Swale meanders through the middle of the LCA, flowing west-east between
Richmondand Brompton-on-Swale. Anumberoflakeshave beenformedinthe meadows
withintheriver'smeanders and alongthelowerreaches of Skeeby Beck asitflowsintothe
Swale at Brompton Bridge. Brough Beck flows through the shallow valley in the south of
theLCA, intotheadjacentLCAwhereitconfluenceswiththe Swale.
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5.5.34

5.5.35

5.5.36

5.5.37

Medium-scale arable fields characterise much of the valley slopes. Smaller scale, strip
fields of pasture are delineated by hedgerows with trees to the north of Brompton-on-
Swale. Treed banks define the line of the watercourse through thislandscape and create
alocally intimate scale in contrast to the more open valley slopes. Smallwoodlandsform
the meanders of the river, including a band of ancient and semi-natural woodland along
Colburn Beck Wood inthe south of the LCA. Tree cover is generally limited to within field
boundaries and around properties across the rest of the LCA. Vegetation often screens
development such as at Brompton-on-Swale Caravan Park and around farmsteads. There

are no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within this LCA.

The western part of the village of Brompton-on-Swale is encompassed by this LCA. The
settlement edge is often defined by hedgerow and tree boundaries with some more open
property curtilages on the northwest edge. Settlementis generally dispersed across the
LCA, including large farms accessed along via narrow lanes and tracks with hedgerow
boundaries. Visitor accommodation including lodge, caravan and camping sites are
located along theriver course including asmaller site along Skeeby Beck. Public rights of
way provide links between the valley and adjacent moors fringe landscapes and into the
nearby settlements. There are several heritage assets within the valley, which are not
visually conspicuous butare of cultural value particularly considering links with other sites

north and south along the River Swale.

The A1(M) and Catterick Road junction areintrusive featuresinthisrurallandscape. Fast
moving vehicles are conspicuous in the southern part of the LCA and distract from the
calm character across the wider area. Visual character varies across the LCA, due to
diversity of land uses and vegetation cover. There ismoderate intervisibility with adjacent

LCAandviews are oftenmore intimate withinthe lower valley.

Historic Landscape Character

This is largely an area of modern improved fields and unknown planned enclosure,
togetherwith afewsmaller areas of piecemeal enclosure. Thereisanareaof stripfieldsto
the west of Brompton-on-Swale. The edge of Brough Park designed landscape is within the

southofthe LCA.
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Landscape Condition

55.38 Settlementexpansion and changesinagriculturaland land management practices have

resultedinadiscordantandfragmentedlandscape. The A1(M)roadcorridorand Catterick

Road are intrusive features that interrupt the rural landscape. Field boundaries are in

varying condition across the LCA. Overall, the landscape is in moderate-poor condition

across the LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;
Changes in farming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and threatening alluvial habitats;

Pressure for tourism and development on the edges of existing settlement may be
incompatible with the rural character;

Pressure for commercial development along major road corridors that would further
degrade the rural character;

Potential introduction of and alterations to agricultural buildings could introduce
dominant landscape elements, resulting in changes to existing landscape character;
Climate changeisexpectedtobringanincreasedriskoffloodingandsettlementswithin
the valley are vulnerable. Future river management may result in additional features
suchaswetlands anddetentionbasinstomanage flood waterand protecturbanareas.
Future flood defence systems and options for river management may impact uponthe
characteroftherivercorridors;

Agriculture will likely need to adaptto use less water, carbon and other resources, and

reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses.
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Landscape Character Area E5: Brompton-on-Swale East Broad Valley

Location

55.39 ThisLCAisacontinuationofthe broadvalley ofthe lowerreaches ofthe River Swale inthe
east of the study area. It is bounded to the north by Moulton Vale LCA F4, to the south by
Hambleton District and Hornby Vale LCA F7, to the south-west by Tunstall Moors Fringe
LCA B16 and to the west by Brompton-on-Swale West Broad Valley LCA E4.

Key Characteristics

0 Broad, relatively flat floodplain

0 Slow moving River Swale meanders through the landscape
O Scattered lakes created by sand and gravel extraction

0 Adiverse, predominantly arable landscape

0 Intimate,woodedrivercorridor

0 Hierarchy of settlements

0 Roman and Medieval sites and links with adjacent LCA
Character Description

5540 This LCAforms part of the wide floodplain of the River Swale that extends south beyond
thestudyarea. Thelandscapetothe northeastof Brompton-on-Swale gently slopes down
from approximately 85m AOD to approximately 55m AOD onthe north banks of the River
Swale. Thereislittlevariation, between40-55mAODthroughthesouthernpartofthe LCA.

October 2019 175 Richmondshire Landscape Character

Assessment&Landscape Sensitivity Study

111316-Vol1-LCA-F-2019-10-21 ChrisBlandford Associates



5541

5.5.42

5.5.43

5.5.44

The River Swale takes a gently meandering course through the centre of the LCA, along
which it is joined by a small number of tributary becks including Brough Beck from the
adjacentLCAE4. There are avariety of man-made lakes along the line of the river, which
have been created by sand and gravel extraction. These include Swale Lakes SSSI, which
comprises of a shallow lake, feeder streams and pond with associated areas of tall fen
vegetation, scrub, broad-leaved and mixed plantation and grassland*?. The lakes and river
provide important habitats and vegetation thatlinks through the LCA. Vegetation cover is
varied, withtree coverconcentrated alongthe River Swale. Thereissignificantdeciduous

woodland cover at Castle Hillsand around Oran House inthe south of the LCA.

This is a diverse landscape with a variety of land uses. Arable farming with occasional
grazing spans much of the higher slopes within the LCA, encompassing the more varied
land uses along the valley floor. Fields are bound by hedgerows with trees. Gravel
extraction is ongoing and there are several working quarries in the north and central part
ofthe LCA. These are often part screened by woodland plantation and bunds. However,
there is localised visual and noise intrusion associated with these sites. Catterick
Racecourse is one of the most conspicuous land uses in the LCA because of its open
character and location between the two main settlements. Other land uses include

recreation and tourism associated with the lakes and network of footpaths across the LCA.

The LCA encompasses the settlements of Brompton-on-Swale and Catterick on the
westernedge. The smallervillages of Scorton and Bolton-on-Swale form the eastedge of
the LCAandthe hamlet of Ellerton-on-Swale is set amongstthe gravel lakes inthe centre
of the plain. Stone and brick properties are characteristic of the historic village centres.
Light industrial and MOD land uses at Brompton-on-Swale and Catterick respectively,
reduce the tranquillity of the rural landscape in proximity to the settlements. These land

uses are generally screened and have little influence across the wider LCA.

There are several heritage assetswithinthe valley, whichare notvisually conspicuous but
are of cultural value particularly considering links with other medieval and Roman sites
northand south along the River Swale. Castle Hillsis awell-preserved example of amotte
and bailey castle which has added importance as part of the 20" century defences for RAF

Catterick including links with OranHouse.

42 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/UnitDetail.aspx?Unitld=1012425
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5.5.45

5.5.46

5.5.47

The A1(M), lightindustry and quarryworks are intrusive features associated with thisrural
landscape. The diversity of land uses contributes to a locally busy but overall calm
perceptual characteracrossthe LCA. Visualcharactervaries, duetodiversity ofland uses
and vegetation cover. There is moderate intervisibility with adjacent LCA and views are

often more intimate along the course of theriver.

Historic Landscape Character

The areais formed of a mosaic of modern improved fields, unknown planned enclosure
and piecemeal enclosure. There is a small area formed of strip fields to the north-east of

Brompton-on-Swale. Much ofthe areaalongsidetheriverisformed of extractedland.

Landscape Condition

Condition is variable across the LCA. Changes in farming has resulted in changes to
enclosure patterns and fragmentation field boundaries. Vegetation along the river corridor
is generally well managed and provides valuable screening of the variety of land uses in
this LCA. Mineral extraction and the A1(M) are intrusive and have degraded the rural
characterin part. Lakes and associated habitats informer quarries areimportantand are
wellmanaged. Overall, the landscapeisvariable butinmoderate conditionthroughoutthe
LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Changesinfarming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
and threatening alluvial habitats;

0 Pressure for tourism and development on the edges of existing settlement may be
incompatible with the rural character;

0 Pressure for commercial development along major road corridors that would further
degrade the rural character;

0 Potential introduction of and alterations to agricultural buildings could introduce

dominant landscape elements, resulting in changes to existing landscape character;
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« Climatechangeisexpectedtobringanincreasedriskoffloodingandsettlementswithin
the valley are vulnerable. Future river management may result in additional features
suchaswetlandsanddetention basinstomanageflood waterand protecturbanareas.
Future flood defence systems and options for river management may impact uponthe
characteroftheriver corridors;

« Agriculture willlikely needto adaptto use less water, carbon and other resources, and
reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses;

« Pressureforexpansionofsand andgravel extractionthatwould be intrusive and result

inalteration oflandscapefeaturesandhabitatstructure.
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5.5.48

5.5.49

5.5.50

Landscape Character Area E6: Leyburn Broad Valley

Location

This LCA is set within the broad valley along the River Ure between Wensley and
Spennithorne, in the south of the study area. It is bounded to the west by Lower
Wensleydale LCA C3, tothe north by Scotton Moors Fringe LCAB13 and Stainton Moors
Fringe (South) LCAB14,tothe north-eastby Constable BurtonVale LCAF6,tothe eastby
Spennithorne Moors Fringe LCA B19 and to the south by Middleham Broad Valley LCAE7.

Key Characteristics

0 Gentlysloping, northslopesofthevalley

0 Numerousspringsandtributary becksdrain southintothe River Ure
0 Rurallandscapewitharelatively strongsense oftranquillity

0 Ridgeline villages

0 Small-scale, oftenintimatefield pattern

0 Wideviews acrossthevalley of the distinctive landformto the south

O Scattered tree cover generally associated with field boundaries

Current Character

ThisLCAisessentiallyagently undulating south-facing slope withinthe broadvalley ofthe
lower reaches ofthe River Ure. The landform slopes up from approximately 105m AOD at
the edge of the valley floor, to approximately 165m AOD along the ridgeline between

Leyburn and Spennithorne.

There are numerous springs rising across the slopes, which drain along small tributary
becks into the River Ure. Many of these becks follow the line of field boundaries and are
fast flowing when it rains. The boundaries where the becks flow are generally well

vegetated and followamore sinuouslineincontrastwith stripfieldsinthe westofthe LCA.
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5551

5.5.52

5.5.53

5.5.54

5.5.55

The landscape is characterised by an irregular field pattern of small to medium-scale fields.
Itis a mixture of arable and pastoral land use, with grazing often found in proximity to the
settlements. Field boundaries are acombination of hedgerows and stone walls withtrees.
Tree coverisdispersedwithsmallwoodland blocks onlower slopesandinthe eastaround
Spennithorneandthegroundsof ThorneyHall. Thereisasmall SSSlinthewestofthe LCA
designated for its biodiversity, which is in proximity to the River Ure and meadows in the
LCAtothesouth.

The edge of Leyburn and villages of Harmby and Spennithorne stand out on the ridgeline
thatformsthe northedge ofthe LCA. The settlements stand outin cross-valley views from
the south. Farmsteads and country houses are dispersed across the slopes of the LCA.
Small stone buildings are also scattered within fields or set within the line of a stone wall.

Builtformstandsoutagainstthevalleysides.

Thisis arelatively simple, balanced rural landscape with high levels of tranquillity. Whilst
the slopes have strong intervisibility with surrounding LCA, the vegetation and enclosure
structure create a locally intimate scale. There are wide views across the valley from the

network of footpaths across this LCA.

Historic Landscape Character

Thisislargely an area of piecemeal enclosure with alarge area of strip fields to the east of
Wensley stretching betweenWensleydale Railwayinthe northand LowLaneinthe south.

Thereis asmallblock of wet woodland in the east of the LCA, to the north of Bedale Hill.

Landscape Condition

Changes in farming practices and land management has altered the enclosure pattern
overtimeandresultedinsome conspicuousfarmbuildings. Dry-stonewallboundariesare
in moderate condition. Hedgerow boundaries are gappy in places but generally well

maintained. Overall, the landscapeisin moderate conditionthroughoutthe LCA.
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Forces for Change

October 2019

Disrepair/lossofdrystonewalls, traditional stone barnsand hedgerowboundariesdue
tochangesinfarmingpracticesandland management;

Changesinfarming practicesleadingtofragmentation of historicenclosure patterns;
Increasing visitor numbers and traffic in the wider Dales area could put significant
pressure onthe network of narrowlaneswithinthe dalesleadingtocongestionandloss
of sense oftranquillity;

Inappropriate conversion of existing redundant or derelict farm buildings in a style
whichisinconsistentwiththelocalvernacular;

Pressure for expansion of village settlements that could be out of character with the
wider settlement patternandruralvalley character;

Futureimpactsofclimate change onhabitatsandrivervalleylandscape andfeatures;
Climate changeisexpectedtobringanincreasedriskoffloodingandsettlementswithin
thevalleyare potentially vulnerable. Future flood defence systemsand optionsforriver

managementmay impactupon the character of the river corridors.
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Landscape Character Area E7: Middleham Broad Valley

Location

5556 ThisLCAformsthevalleyfloorofthe River Ure betweenWensley and Ulshawinthe south
ofthe study area. Itis bounded to the westby Lower Wensleydale LCA C3, tothe north by
Leyburn Broad Valley LCAEB, tothe eastby Spennithorne Moors Fringe LCAB19, tothe
south-east by Ulshaw Broad Valley LCA E8 and to the south by Middleham Moors Fringe
LCAB17 andthe Yorkshire Dales.

Key Characteristics

0 Flatriverfloodplain

0 Slow moving River Ure meanders through in a west-east direction

0 Mixture of arable and pastoralfarmland withmeadows and grazing marsh
0 Generally sparse tree cover, with wooded river banks

0 Astill, rurallandscape with arelatively strong sense of tranquillity

0 Openviewsalongthevalleyandstrongintervisibilitywithsurrounding LCA
0 Distinctive heritage features stand out in this LCA and adjacent LCAs
Current Character

5.5.57 ThisLCA comprisesthe generallyflat valley floor through which the River Ure meanders.
Thereisverylittletopographicalvariation. Thelandformgently slopesfromapproximately
100m AOD alongthe valley floorto approximately 120m AOD north of Ulshaw.

5.5.58  The slow-moving River Ure follows a sinuous course through the LCA. Several small becks
flow into the river from the valley slopes in the north and moors fringe in the south. There
are smallareas of marsh and fen within the meanders of the river. There are three historic
crossing points over the River Ure inthis LCA, at Wensley, Middleham and Ulshaw. The
three stone bridges are listed or scheduled for their significance, with Middleham Bridge a
particular landscape feature due to the abutments and turrets that stand out in views
through the valley.
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5.5.59

5.5.60

5.5.61

5.5.62

Thereisverylittle settlementwithinthe LCA, limitedto scatteredfarmsteads and cottages
between Middleham and Ulshaw. Stone walls often define roadside boundaries. Field
boundaries are acombination of stone walls and hedgerows with occasionaltrees. There
isgenerally sparse vegetation coveracrossthe LCA. The banks oftheriver are defined by
treesinplacesandthere are scattered clumps oftrees and smallwoodland blocks that link
with these along field boundaries. There are no nationally designated landscape or

biodiversity sites within the LCA.

This is a mixed arable and pastoral landscape comprising an irregular field pattern of
medium to large-scale fields. The limited vegetation cover contributes to the exposed
character of the landscape. There are wide, open views across this LCA and particularly

southoverthe slopesofthe moorsfringetowards Nidderdale.

Historic Landscape Character

The west of this LCA is dominated by modern improved fields, while the east is a mix of
piecemeal enclosure and unknown planned exposure. Areas of strip fields form a large

partofthe LCA, particularly the areatothe north-east of Middleham.

Landscape Condition

Changes in farming practices and land management has altered the enclosure pattern
overtimeandresultedinsome conspicuousfarmbuildings. Dry-stonewallboundariesare
generally well-maintained. Hedgerow boundaries are fragmented but historic patternis
stillapparent. The LCA containsimportanthabitats. Overall, thelandscapeisinmoderate

conditionthroughoutthe LCA.
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Forces for Change

October 2019

Disrepair/lossofdrystonewalls, traditional stone barnsand hedgerowboundariesdue
tochangesinfarmingpracticesandland management;

Changes in farming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
andimportantalluvial habitats;

Increasing visitor numbers and traffic in the wider Dales area could put significant
pressure onthe network of narrowlaneswithinthe dalesleadingtocongestionandloss
of sense oftranquillity;

Inappropriate conversion of existing redundant or derelict farm buildings in a style
whichisinconsistentwiththelocalvernacular;

Pressure for expansion of village settlements that could be out of character with the
wider settlement patternandruralvalley character;

Futureimpacts ofclimate change onhabitatsandrivervalleylandscape andfeatures;
Climate changeisexpectedtobringanincreasedriskoffloodingandsettlementswithin
thevalleyare potentiallyvulnerable. Future flood defence systemsand optionsforriver

managementmay impactupon the character of the river corridors.
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Landscape Character Area E8: Ulshaw Broad Valley

Location

5.5.63 ThisLCAformsthevalleyflooralongthecourseofthe RiverUre betweenUlshawandedge
of the study area near Kilgram. Itis bounded to the west by Middleham Broad Valley LCA
E7,tothe north by Spennithorne Moors Fringe LCAB19 and to the south by Witton Moors
FringeLCAB18.

Key Characteristics

0 Flatriverfloodplain

0 Slow moving River Ure meanders through in a west-east direction

0 Mixture of arable and pastoralfarmland with areas of grazing marsh andfen

0 Dispersed broadleaf woodland and tree cover

0 Designed, ornamental landscapes with halls, granges and farmsteads

0 Astill, rurallandscape with arelatively strong sense of tranquillity

0 Occasional open views along the valley and moderate intervisibility with surrounding
LCAs

Current Character

55.64 ThisLCAcomprisesthe generallyflatvalleyfloorthroughwhichthe River Ure meanders.
There is little topographical variation along the length of the river. The landform gently
slopes from approximately 90m AOD along the river, north through Low Park to
approximately 130m AQOD.

5.5.65 The River Ure meanders through the LCA, flowing around islands to the east of Ulshaw
where the River Cover joins the Ure and the river widens. From here the river follows a
relatively straight course to Jervaulx Hall and becomes more sinuous in the east of the LCA.
A number of ponds have been created along the course of tributary streams and likely
associated with historic designed landscapes that influence this LCA.
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5.5.66

5.5.67

5.5.68

5.5.69

5.5.70

There are a variety of habitats that contribute to the textured character of this LCA,
including an expanse of floodplain grazing marsh within the river meanders, scattered
broadleaf woodlands, a large area of wood pasture and parkland and the River Ure
Grasslands SSSl along the banks of the River Cover and Ure in the west of the LCA. The
variation in land cover is what is distinctive of this LCA. The landscape is generally well

wooded, particularly in the west.

Thedesignedlandscapeswithinandadjacenttothe LCAareimportantfeaturesandthere
are a number of heritage assets associated with this. Halls, large farmhouses, formal
gardens and parklands are scattered across the LCA. The country properties are often
contained by surrounding vegetation but stand out when viewed in proximity from public
rights of way, particularly grade | listed Danby Hall. There are two scheduled ancient
monuments within the LCA, Ulshaw Bridge and Kilgram medieval monastic grange, which
has links with Jervaulx Abbey to the south. The Six Dales Trail promoted route passes
through this LCA, to take in the important features associated with this particular

landscape.

Thisisatextured, oftenintimate floodplain landscape across which longer views open up
particularly from the rising slopes to the north. The landscape has strong cultural and

historicalinfluences. Itisastronglytranquilandrelativelyremotelandscape.

Historic Landscape Character

This is largely an area of piecemeal enclosure and unknown planned enclosure with a large
area of lowland meadow in the centre of the LCA. Blocks of woodland contribute to the

designed landscapes of Danby Hall and Jervaulx Abbey.

Landscape Condition

Changes in farming practices and land management have resulted in fragmentation of
vegetation and enclosure pattern. Designed landscapes and historic features are generally
well-maintained and characteristic of this LCA. The LCA contains important habitats that
arerelativelywelllinked. Overall, thelandscapeisinmoderate-good conditionthroughout
the LCA.
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Forces for Change

October 2019

Changes in farming practices leading to fragmentation of historic enclosure patterns
andimportantalluvial habitats;

Increasing visitor numbers and traffic in the wider Dales area could put significant
pressureonthe network of narrowlaneswithinthe dalesleadingtocongestionandloss
of sense oftranquillity;

Inappropriate conversion of existing redundant or derelict farm buildings in a style
whichisinconsistentwiththelocalvernacular;

Decline in the management of parkland and associated heritage features and
landscapes;

Futureimpacts ofclimate change onhabitatsandrivervalleylandscape andfeatures;
Climate changeisexpectedtobringanincreasedriskoffloodingandsettlementswithin
thevalleyare potentiallyvulnerable. Future flood defence systemsand optionsforriver

managementmay impactupon the character of the river corridors.
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5.6 LocalLandscape Character Type F: Vale

Characterisation

Key Characteristics

« Generally low lying, gently rolling landscape which contains several small river corridors

« Distantsenseofenclosureinviewseastandwestprovidedbythe backdropofthe North
York Moors and Yorkshire Dales

« A medium to large-scale, predominantly arable landscape which is delineated by a
network of mature hedgerows, oftencontaininghedgerowtrees

« Dispersed settlement pattern of farmsteads, small hamlets and villages

« TheAl(M)corridor runsinanorth-south direction acrossthe landscape andis oftena

dominantfeatureinthelandscape

Description

5.6.1 The landform in this LLCT is predominantly flat to gently rolling. A number of tributary
watercourses confluence and flow through the LLCT in shallow valleys, often

distinguishable by sinuous lines of riparian planting that divide or bound large, arable fields.

5.6.2 The landscape displays a patchwork of medium to large-scale arable fields which are
interspersedwith pockets ofimprovedgrassland and deciduouswoodlandthatcontribute
to an intermittent sense of enclosure. Fields are generally delineated by a network of

mature hedgerows, often containing hedgerowtrees.

5.6.3 There are several historic houses or halls and their associated, designed parkland
landscapes scattered throughout this landscape. These often contribute dispersed

woodland cover within the LLCT.
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5.6.4 Settlement is generally concentrated on higher ground and is scattered throughout the
landscape, resulting in a dispersed pattern. Villages often display a linear pattern, following
the line of road corridors. Farmsteads are dispersed throughout the Vale, with many of
them dating from the Parliamentary enclosure period. There is a variety of historic
features including moated sites, medieval settlements and halls. Church towers and spires

are oftenprominentlandmarks.

5.6.5 This is a predominantly rural landscape with a relatively strong sense of tranquillity
throughout. Croft motor-racing circuit and the A1(M) corridor are locally intrusive in this

predominantly calm, rural landscape.
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Evaluation

Sensitivity to Change Issues

0 Moderate visual sensitivity as a result of the combination of open views to adjacent
LLCT and sense of enclosure provided by dispersed woodland and hedgerow
boundaries.

0 Lowecologicalsensitivity overall. Muchofthe LLCT comprisesimprovedagricultural
fields or grassland with pockets of deciduous woodland and species-rich floodplain
meadows that provide key habitats in places.

0 High landscape and cultural sensitivity as a result of the dispersed, historic

settlementpattern, pockets of historic parkland and predominantly rural character.

Guidance for Managing Landscape Change
Physical and Ecological Character

0 Manage, restore and thicken hedgerows for landscape structure and biodiversity;

0 Ensureeffective catchmentmanagementto sustainwater quality;

0 Encourage conservation of existing key habitats and landscape features and expand
the resource through habitat restoration and re-creation guided by ecological networks;

0 Seek opportunities to revert arable farmland to permanent pasture, particularly in
floodplains or areas of archaeological interest;

0 Create small, native broadleaf woodlands (including characteristic copses by
farmsteads) and actively managing these to achieve a diverse age range;

0 Inarable areas, introduce and manage arable options such as conservation headlands,
pollenand nectar mixestoimprove habitats;

0 Restore, extend and link existing fragmented areas of broadleaf woodland and
actively managethese.

Cultural and Historical Character

0 Protect the dispersed settiement pattern of villages, small hamlets and farmsteads;

0 Minimisedisturbanceanddamagetoarchaeologicalsitesresultingfromcultivation;

0 Strengthen historic field systems and patterns through hedgerow planting and
management;

0 Conserveandenhancelocalvernacularthroughrestoration oftraditionalfarmsteads,
farm buildings and cottages and use of traditional materials (mottled brick and pantile)
in conservation projects;

0 Protect historic landscape features including deserted medieval village, castles and
moated sites;

0 Strengthenhistoricfield patternsthrough hedgerowrestorationand management;

0 Protect and manage parklands, retaining veteran trees and reintroducing wood
pasture.
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Aesthetic and Perceptual Character

. Protect the predominantly calm, rural character;

. Maintain key views to adjacent LLCT;

. Protect and enhance public enjoyment of the landscape, including appreciation
of the sense of escapism it provides, through identifying opportunities to create
new circular routes or links to existing public rights of way

Local Landscape Character Areas

5.6.6 There are seven landscape character areas within this LLCT, namely:

0 FlCaldwellVale

0 F2 AldbroughVale

0 F3Bartonand North CowtonVale
0 F4 Moulton Vale

0 F5 EryholmeVale

0 F6 Constable Burton Vale

0 F7 HornbyVale
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5.6.7

5.6.8

5.6.9

Landscape Character Area F1: Caldwell Vale

Location

ThisLCAisanarea of openvale inthe north of the study area. Itis extends north and west
into County Durham. Itis boundedto the north-east by Cliffe Broad Valley LCAE1 andto
theeastandsouthbyAldbroughValeLCAF2.

Key Characteristics

0 Lowlying,gentlyrollinglandform

0 Formsthewide,southernvaleoftheRiverTees

0 Open landscape with little vegetation cover, limited to occasional shelterbelts and
individual trees

0 Large-scale arablefarmland

0 Dispersed, rural settlement character of small villages and farmsteads

0 Expansive views across the vale, with large skies and views of distant hills

Current Character

This LCA comprises the low lying, gently rolling, vale landscape located between the moors
fringeandthe River TeesValley. Thelandformgenerally slopesinasouth-north direction;
gently sloping from approximately 150m AOD in the south-west to 90m in the north-east,
as it transitions into the Tees Valley. Glacial features and deposits create minor

undulationsinthe landform.

Thisisan areaof arable farming, with large fields bound by low, gappy hedgerows. There
is generally sparse vegetation cover across the LCA. Tree cover is restricted to small
shelterbelts often adjacent to farmsteads and individual trees within hedgerow field
boundaries. Treeswithinfield boundaries are more common towards the east of the LCA
and define the line of aformer railway. There are no nationally designated landscape or

biodiversity sites within the LCA.
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5.6.10

5.6.11

5.6.12

5.6.13

Settlementhasadispersedpattern,aroundthenucleatedvillage of Caldwellthatislocated
onthemainroadthroughthe area (B6274). Farmsteads are accessed along open tracks
offthe B6274, and stand outinthe openlandscape. Stone buildings with red-pantile roofs

are typical of this landscape.

Thisis anopenlandscape with strong intervisibility with surrounding LCA and beyond the
study area to the north. There are expansive, long-distance views across open field
network. The moors and dales form a distant backdrop to views. This is a still, rural

landscapewithrelatively strong senseoftranquillitythroughout.

Historic Landscape Character

This is largely an area of modern improved fields, with pockets of piecemeal enclosure
present; a small number of strip fields also exist and there is a sizeable area of unknown

plannedenclosuretothe north-eastof Caldwell.

Landscape Condition

Intensification of farming practices has altered the field pattern over time. Some historic
enclosure isretained in proximity to the settlement. Hedgerows are frequently gappy and
tree cover is sparse, although there is evidence of recent shelterbelt planting. The

landscape is in generally moderate-poor condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Decline in the management of hedgerows;

0 Pollutionofwatercoursesfromadjacentarablefields;

0 Newdevelopment within historic villages may be inconsistent with the historic form of
thevillage andthevernacularmaterialsanddesignofbuildings;

0 Potential pressure for the development of infrastructure within the vale including road
expansionand vertical structures such asrenewable energy, transmission pylons and

lines;
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Future impacts of climate change such has higher rainfall in winter that would affect
waterlevels and impacton crops and habitat structure;
Agriculture willlikely needto adapt, touse lesswater, carbon and otherresources, and

reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses.
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5.6.14

5.6.15

5.6.16

Landscape Character Area F2: Aldbrough Vale

Location

This LCAforms part of open vale in the north of the study area. Itis bounded to the north
by Caldwell Vale LCAF1, Cliffe Broad Valley LCA E1 and Stapleton Broad Valley LCAEZ2, the
south-eastby Bartonand North Cowton Vale LCAF3andtothe south by Melsonby Moors
Fringe LCA B4 and East and West Layton Moors Fringe LCAB3.

Key Characteristics

0 Lowlying, gently rolling, open landscape

0 Anumberoftributary becks meanderacrossthevaleinatypically west-eastdirection

0 Predominantlyarablefarmland, dominatedbylarge modernimprovedfields

O Scattered vegetation generally associated with field boundaries

0 Rurallandscape with agenerally strong sense of tranquillity, locally interrupted by the
major road corridor along the eastboundary

0 Clusters of heritage features including the late iron age and medieval settlement at
Stanwick, designed country estates, scattered halls, granges and farms

0 Dispersed, historic settlement constructed largely of vernacular materials

0 Expansive views with large skies, across the vale towards the distant higher ground

Current Character

This LCA comprises the low lying, gently rolling, vale landscape located between the moors
fringeandtheRiver TeesValley. Thelandformgenerally slopesinasouth-northdirection;
gently sloping from approximately 135m AODinthe south-westto 70m onthe north edge,
as it transitions into the Tees Valley. Glacial features and deposits, along with the

meandering watercourses create local undulations in the landform across the LCA.

Tributary becks meander slowly through the landscape, in a generally west-east direction.
Theseare oftendefined by associatedriparian vegetationalongtheir course. Ponds have
been created along these in places, including the fish pond as part of the designed

landscape of Forcett Park registered park and garden.
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5.6.17

5.6.18

5.6.19

5.6.20

Thisis primarily arable farmland with areas of pasture in the south, often associated with
the parkland landscape. Field pattern is varied, with a smaller scale pattern defined by
hedgerow boundaries in proximity to settlements and larger, irregular pattern across much
ofthewiderarea. Thereisgenerally sparse vegetation coveracrossthe LCA. Ancientand
semi-natural woodland forms the north, west and south of Forcett Park. Small woodland
blocks and shelterbelts are scattered across the landscape but particularly focussed
aroundsettlement. Hedgerowfield boundaries often containtrees, and watercoursesare
defined by sinuous riparian vegetation. There are no nationally designated landscape or

biodiversity sites within the LCA.

Settlement has a dispersed pattern of historic hamlets and villages with surrounding
country estates, halls and farms. There is a focus of historic settlement features in the
south around Stanwick StJohn and Forcett Park. The grade | listed Church of St Johnisa
prominent, isolatedfeature inthis landscape, forming part ofthewider scheduled late iron
age oppidum and having strong cultural associations with nearby surrounding settlements
andlandscapefeatures. Stoneandbrick propertiesare characteristicofthe historicvillage
centres. Thereareanumberofhistoricfeaturesandassociationswiththislandscape. The
integrity ofthese hasbeeneroded by changesinfarmingandland management, although

a strongly rural settlement character persists.

This is an open, rural landscape with a predominantly strong sense of tranquillity. The
A1(M),isanintrusive feature associated this rurallandscape and thereis localised visual
and noise intrusion associated with this major road. There are expansive views to more
distant, higher ground. A more intimate character is associated with settlement and

parklandareasthatare oftensurroundedbytrees.

Historic Landscape Character

Thisislargely anarea of modernimprovedfields and unknown planned enclosure. There
are alsoareas of stripfields present, tothe east of Eppleby and south-east of Manfield and
to the south-west of Cleasby. A number of significant, isolated areas of piecemeal
enclosure exist, such as alongside Dere Street. Broadleaved and coniferous woodland are

scattered across the LCA. The designed landscapes (country estates) of Forcett Park,
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Stanwick Late Iron Age oppidum, iron age and medieval settlement and Carlton Hall are

clusteredtogetherwiththe elite residence of Kirkbridge, tothe north of Stanwick St John.

Landscape Condition

5.6.21 There have been significant changes to this landscape over time and a number of

landscape and cultural features have been removed. Remnant vegetation structure

associated with these features is maintained in part. Intensification of arable farming has

resulted in fragmented vegetation. There is a moderate level of historic integrity and

woodlandand parklandfeatures are generally well-maintained. The landscape condition

is variable, with generally moderate condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

Conversion of permanent pastures to arable could potentially affect archaeological
features;

Lack of management of existing woodlands resulting in a gradual decline with a large
proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young treestoreplace them;

Decline in the management of parkland and associated features;

Pollutionof water coursesfromadjacentarablefields;

New development within historic villages may not be consistent with the historic form
ofthevillage andthe vernacularmaterials and designof buildings;

Potential pressure for the development of infrastructure within the vale including road
expansion, renewable energy, transmission pylons and lines;

Future impacts of climate change such as higher rainfall in winter that could affect
water levels and impacton habitat structure;

Agriculture will likely need to adaptto use less water, carbon and other resources, and

reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses.
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5.6.22

5.6.23

5.6.24

Landscape Character Area F3: Barton and North Cowton Vale

Location

This LCAis an area of open vale in the north-east of the study area. Itis bounded to the
north by Stapleton Broad Valley LCAEZ2,tothe eastby Dalton-on-Tees Broad Valley LCA
E3 and Eryholme Vale LCA F5, to the south-west by Moulton Vale LCA E4 and the vale

extends southinto Hambleton District

Key Characteristics

0 Generally low lying, gently rolling landscape with shallow undulating valley

0 Predominantlyarablefarmland, withirregularmediumtolarge-scalefield pattern

0 Open landscape with relatively little tree cover, apart from those contained within
hedgerows

0 Rurallandscape with a generally strong sense of tranquillity, occasionally interrupted by
local landuses

0 Scatteredhistoricand culturalfeaturesincludingremnants of medieval settlementand
designed, parkland landscapes and scattered halls, granges and farmsteads

0 Dispersed settlement character of villages, hamlets and farmsteads

0 Open views with large skies, and often long-distance views towards distant higher

ground

Current Character

This LCA comprises the low lying, gently rolling landscape between the broad valleys of the
River Swale inthe south-westand River Tees inthe north. The landform generally slopes
in a west-east direction; gently sloping from approximately 85m AOD down to

approximately20mAODinthe eastat Eryholme.

A number of tributary becks flow through the LCA. In the north, becks flow west-east
towards the River Tees. Watercourses are generally inconspicuous in the landscape,
although can be picked out in part as more sinuous lines of vegetation defining the edges

of fields.
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5.6.25

5.6.26

5.6.27

5.6.28

Thisis primarily arable farmland with anirregular, mediumto large-scale field patternthat
is largely defined by hedgerows with occasional trees. Smaller scale enclosure is presentin
proximity to settlements. Vegetation cover is generally sparse across the LCA, although
less so than Vale LCAs F1 and F2 to the north. While trees are mostly restricted to field
boundaries, there are small woodland blocks scattered across the landscape, as part of
designed landscapes and often in proximity to farmsteads. Several significant blocks of
deciduouswoodland are presentnearto Croft Grange and Clervaux Castle and thereisa
small block of ancient woodland at Hinkle Wood, to the south of Barton village. There are

no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

Settlement is dispersed across the landscape, including green villages at Barton and North
Cowton. Stone and brick properties are characteristic ofthesevillage centres. Therearea
combination of large farms, granges and occasional halls scattered across the landscape,
many of which have formal landscape elements including laid gardens and avenue tree
planting along driveways. Parkland and designed landscapes are present in this LCA,

althoughnotas prominentinthelandscapeastheyareinothervale LCAs.

This is a diverse, rural landscape with relatively strong sense of tranquillity. The A1(M)
formsthe north-westboundaryand exertsahumaninfluence, as does Croft Circuit (motor
racing circuit on a former airfield) in the east of the LCA. The landscape has a generally
open character with more intimate areas occasionally created by woodland and tree

vegetation. There are often open views with large skies across the gently rolling landscape.

Historic Landscape Character

Modern improved fields dominate this LCA, although there are also significant areas of
piecemeal and unknown planned enclosure throughout. The designed landscapes of
Clervaux Castle and Halnaby Hall, together with the former airfield at Croft Circuit are
present in the centre of the LCA. Small blocks of broadleaved, coniferous and mixed

plantation woodland are also scattered across the LCA.
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Landscape Condition

5.6.29 There have been significant changes to this landscape over time and a number of

landscape and cultural features have been altered. Intensification of arable farming has

resulted in fragmented vegetation. Woodland and hedgerows are generally well-

maintained. The landscape condition is variable, with generally moderate condition across

the LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;
Lack of management of existing woodlands resulting in agradual decline with a large
proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young treestoreplace them;

Decline in the management of parkland and associated features;
Pollution of water coursesfromadjacentarablefields;

Pressures for settlement expansion and housing along main road corridors could affect
thedispersedsettlementpatternand predominantly ruralcharacter;

New development within historic villages may not be consistent with the historic form
ofthevillage andthe vernacularmaterials and designof buildings;

Potential pressure for the development of infrastructure within the vale including road
expansion, renewable energy, transmission pylons and lines;

Future impacts of climate change such has higher rainfall in winter that would affect
water levels and impacton habitat structure;

Agriculture will likely need to adaptto use less water, carbon and other resources, and

reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses.
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5.6.30

5.6.31

5.6.32

Landscape Character Area F4: Moulton Vale

Location

This LCA forms the western edge of the open vale in the west of the study area. It is
bounded to the north by Aldbrough Vale LCA F2, to the east by Barton and North Cowton
Vale LCA F3, to the south by Brompton-on-Swale East Broad Valley LCA E5, and to the west

by Skeeby Narrow Valley LCA D3 and Melsonby Moors Fringe LCA B4.

Key Characteristics

O

Low lying, gently undulatinglandscape

0 Tributarybecksgenerallydraininanorth-southdirectiontowardsthe River Swale

0 Predominantly arable farmland, with variationinfield formandscale

0 Open landscape with dispersed vegetation cover

0 Variety of settlementtype dispersed alongthe line ofthe becks

0 Villages contain a mix of historic houses constructed from vernacular materials and
modern settlement expansion

0 Rurallandscape with agenerally strong sense of tranquillity, locally interrupted by the

major road corridor through the west

0 Often expansive views across the vale towards the distant higher ground

Current Character

ThisLCAcomprisesthelowlying, gentlyundulating landscapethatformsthe westernpart
of the vale landscape between the River Swale and River Tees. Topography is more varied
than the adjacent LCA F3, undulating around a shallow valley formed by tributary becks
between Middleton Tyas and Uckerby. The landform generally slopes in a west-east
direction; from approximately 140m AOD at Scotch Corner to approximately 60m AOD in

theeastofthe LCAasittransitions easttothelower-lying vale.

Severalbecksflowthroughthelandscapeinagenerally north-south direction, from south

of Barton, through Middleton Tyas and Moulton towards the River Swale. Watercourses
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5.6.33

5.6.34

5.6.35

5.6.36

are generallyinconspicuousinthe landscape, although can be picked outin partas more

sinuouslinesofvegetationdefiningtheedgesoffields.

Thisisprimarilyarablefarmlandwithanirregular, medium-scalefield patternthatislargely
defined by hedgerowswithtrees. Smaller scale, often more intimate enclosure is present
in proximity to settlements. Isolated woodland blocks are dispersed acrossthe area, with
a significant block of mixed plantation woodland in the south at Hodber Hill Plantation,
and substantialwoodland cover at Middleton Lodge inthe north ofthe LCA. Asmallblock
of woodland identifies the SSSI of Black Scar, on the site of adisused quarry to the south

of Middleton Tyas.

There are avariety of settlementtypes, dispersed north-south throughthe LCA along the
line of the becks. These include the hamlets of Moulton in the centre, and Scorton and
Bolton-on-Swale to the south. Middleton Tyas is a linear village in the north of the area,
that has expanded west over time. Properties constructed of stone are characteristic of
the historic settlement cores, many of which are listed. There are anumber of scheduled,
buried medieval features including settlements at Moulton and Uckerby and mine at
Middleton Tyas. Grade | Moulton Hall and grade II* Middleton Lodge including the

registeredparkandgardenareimportantcountry housesandestatesinthe LCA.

Mineral extraction iscommonin the local landscape, within this and adjacent LCAs to the
south and west. There are active workings at Barton Quarry, onthe A1(M) corridorinthe
northofthe LCA. Thereislocalisedintrusiononthe rural character from both the workings
and the major road corridor. Screening woodland and boundary planting reduce the

effects, and this remains a moderately tranquil, rural landscape.

Thelandscapehasstrongculturalandhistoricalinfluences, whichhave beenimpactedon
in part by the surrounding arable land use and infrastructure. This is an open landscape
withlarge skies. Thegentlyundulatinglandformoftencontainsviewswithinthe LCA. More
expansive views to the east open up as the landform gently slopes east from the edge of

thesettlements. Itisastronglyrural, moderately tranquillandscape.
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5.6.37

5.6.38

Historic Landscape Character

This LCA is dominated by modern improved fields but there are significant areas of
piecemeal and unknown planned enclosure present. There is evidence of the extraction
industry, both past and present, with the copper mine and ridge and furrow fields to the
south-east of Middleton Tyas and Barton limestone quarry in the north of the LCA. In

addition, the elite residence of Middleton Lodge s located inthe north of the LCA.

Landscape Condition

There have been significant changes to this landscape over time and a number current
land uses locally intrude on the rural character. Intensification of arable farming has
resulted in fragmented vegetation. Woodland and hedgerows are generally well-
maintained. The landscape condition is variable, with generally moderate condition across

the LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Conversion of permanent pastures to arable could potentially affect archaeological
features including earthworks;

0 Lack of management of existing woodlands resulting in agradual decline with a large
proportion of over-maturetrees and lack of young treestoreplace them;

0 Decline in the management of parkland and associated features;

0 Pollutionofwatercoursesfromadjacentarablefields;

0 New development within historic villages may not be consistent with the historic form
ofthevillage andthe vernacularmaterials and design of buildings;

0 Pressureforcommercialdevelopmentcloseto Scotch Cornerandinfrastructurewithin
the vale;

0 Future impacts of climate change such as higher rainfall in winter that would affect
water levels and impacton habitat structure;

0 Agriculture willlikely need to adaptto use less water, carbon and otherresources, and

reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses.
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5.6.39

5.6.40

Landscape Character Area F5: Eryholme Vale

Location

This LCA is part of the open vale in the eastern extent of the study area. Itis bounded to
thenorthandeastbyDalton-on-TeesBroad ValleyLCAE3,tothewestbyBartonandNorth

Cowton Vale LCA F3 and extends south into Hambleton District.

Key Characteristics

0 Generally low lying landscape with gentle undulations around the course of Dalton Beck
to large-scale field pattern

0 Open landscape with relatively little vegetation cover, predominantly comprising of
hedgerow and roadside trees and fragmented hedgerows

0 Predominantlyarablelandscapewithmediumtolarge-scalefieldswithlowboundaries
that contribute to the open character

0 Rural landscape with a generally strong sense of tranquillity

O Scattered farms and cottages

0 Generally open and long-distance views with large skies

Current Character

This LCA comprises the low lying, gently rolling landscape that forms the western part of
the vale landscape, as it transitions into the broad valley of the River Tees. There is little
variation in topography, with the landform ranging between 50m on locally high pointsto
25minthenorth, closertothe River TeesValley. Thelandformisundulatinginplacessuch
asaround Eryholme Grange and Humbleberry Hill. Dalton Beck cuts ashallowvalleyina
south-north direction that contributes to locally undulating landform. A number of other

watercourses cross the LCA, generally following more sinuous field boundary lines.
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5.6.41

5.6.42

5.6.43

5.6.44

5.6.45

Arablefarmingisthe mainlanduse, comprising ofanirregular, mediumtolarge-scalefield
pattern. There is generally sparse vegetation cover across the LCA and trees are mostly
restricted to field boundaries, which are a mixture of hedgerows with occasional trees.
There is a single block of woodland in the south-east of the LCA and occasional, small
groupsoftreesnearproperties, watercoursesandneartotherailwayintheeast. Thereare

no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

There is very little settlement within the LCA. Farms, including converted buildings and
clustered large barns are scattered across the area and accessed along tracks leading from
the main routes. These are generally well-integrated by undulating landform and

boundary vegetation.

Thisisanopen, oftenexposed landscape withwide, often long-distance views acrossthe
vale torising hills and moors. The landscape has few cultural and historical influences. It

is a reasonably tranquil and rural landscape.

Historic Landscape Character

This LCA is a mosaic of modern improved fields, piecemeal enclosure and unknown
planned enclosure. There are two small blocks of woodland present, one broadleaved

(Forty Acre Plantation), the other mixed plantation.

Landscape Condition

Intensification of arable farming has resulted in exposed fields and fragmented, often
gappy hedgerows. Modern agricultural buildings and conversions are generally well-
integrated in the rural landscape. The landscape condition is variable, with generally

moderate condition across the LCA.
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Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Lackofmanagementofexistingwoodlandsandtreesresultinginagradualdeclinewith
alarge proportion of over-mature trees and lack of young treesto replace them;

0 Potentialforagriculturaldevelopmenttobe conspicuousinthelow-lyinglandscape;

0 Pollutionofwatercoursesfromadjacentarablefields;

0 Future impacts of climate change such as higher rainfall in winter that would affect
waterlevelsandimpactonhabitatstructure. Floodingislikelyto pose anincreasedrisk
in lowland areas and farmers should consider planting flood resistant crops wherever
possible;

0 Agriculturewillhavetoadapttouselesswater,carbonandotherresources,andreduce
runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses. There is

potentialtointroduce bufferzonestowatercourses.
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5.6.46

5.6.47

Landscape Character Area F6: Constable Burton Vale

Location

This LCA s part of the open vale in the south of the study area. Itis bounded to the north
by HauxwellMoors Fringe LCAB15,tothe eastbyHornby Vale LCAF7,tothe southbythe
Spennithorne Moors Fringe LCA B19 and to the west by Leyburn Broad Valley LCA EG6.

Key Characteristics

0 Lowlying, rolling landscape

0 Anumber of significant tributary becks meanderthroughthe landscape

0 A moderately wooded landscape created by scattered woodland blocks, riparian
vegetation and trees within hedgerows

0 Amixture ofarable farmland across gentle slopes, with areas of pastoral farming often
in proximity to settlements

0 Anumberoftourismandrecreational activities are located within thislandscape

0 Agenerallystill, rurallandscapewith arelatively strong sense oftranquillity

0 Designed, ornamental landscapes with halls, granges and farmsteads

0 Generally dispersed settlement pattern including the hall and estate village of
Constable Burton, variety of farms and cottages, and camping/caravan sites

0 Undulating landform and vegetation contribute to an enclosed landscape and visual

character

Current Character

This LCA comprises the low lying, rolling landscape that forms the vale landscape that
extends east from Lower Wensleydale towards the Vale of Mowbray beyond the District
boundary. The topography of the rolling landform varies from the moors fringes at
approximately 165m AOD in the north-west and 140m AOD in the south-west, to
approximately 60m AOD in the shallow valley of Lemming/Moor/Newton Beck in the

south-east.
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5.6.48

5.6.49

5.6.50

5.6.51

5.6.52

There areanumber oftributary becksthat take meandering, generally vegetated courses
through the LCA. These flow generally in a west-east direction and confluence near Akebar
inthe south-eastofthe LCA.

This LCA has a wooded character, created by scattered blocks of woodland including areas
ofancientreplantedwoodlandat CroftWoodandWildWood, riparianwoodland andtrees,
field boundary hedgerows with trees and shelterbelts associated with the golf course and
farms. Woodland and parkland trees within the Grade Il listed Registered Park and Garden
of Constable Burton Hall are prominent areas of vegetation in the centre of the LCA. The
site consists of a park with medieval origins, gardens dating from the 18" century.** There

are no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

Thisisamoderately diverse landscape, with variety of farming types, tourism/recreation
sites and significant parkland landscape. Medium to large-scale arable fields characterise
thewestandgentlerslopesintheeastofthe LCA. Grazingislocatedonsteeperslopesand
in proximity to the settlements. Tourism and recreation contribute to the landscape,
including Wensleydale heritage railway along the southern boundary, Wensleydale Golf

Club and camping/caravan park sites at Constable Burton Hall and Akebar Farm.

The LCA encompasses the estate village of Constable Burton which has properties,
including listed properties, mostly constructed of local stone in the historic village centre.
Farms and cottages are dispersed through the wider area and include listed stone

farmhouses.

Thisis generally anintimate, rural landscape with a relatively strong sense of tranquillity.
There are occasionally expansive views to more distant, higher ground from upper slopes.
Recreational and tourism land uses are locally intrusive, although generally well-integrated

inthewiderlandscape pattern.

4 https://magic.defra.gov.uk/Metadata_for_magic/rpg/2062.pdf
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5.6.53

5.6.54

Historic Landscape Character

Thisislargely an areaformed of modernimproved fields, with areas of unknown planned
enclosureinthe west. There is alarge areaformed of strip fields to the south of Constable
Burton. The designed landscape (gardens and pleasure grounds) of Constable Burton Hall
is in the centre of the LCA. Blocks of broadleaved and mixed plantation woodland are
scattered across the area including a large block of ancient replanted woodland at Wild
Wood.

Landscape Condition

Changes in farming practices have resulted in expanded fields and boundary
fragmentation in parts. Estate character is generally well-maintained around Constable
Burton. Woodland and boundary vegetation are generally well-maintained. The landscape

condition is variable, with generally moderate condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

0 Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;

0 Lackofmanagementofexistingwoodlandandtreesresultinginagradual decline with
alarge proportion of over-mature trees andlack of young treestoreplace them;

0 Pollutionofwatercoursesfromadjacentarablefields;

0 Decline in the management of parkland and associated features;

0 New development within historic villages may not be consistent with the historic form
ofthevillage andthe vernacularmaterials and design of buildings;

O Increased pressure for tourist related developments, such as holiday cottages, camping
sites and caravan parks potentially affecting the character and quality of the landscape;

0 Future impacts of climate change such as higher rainfall in winter that would affect
water levels and impacton habitat structure;

0 Agriculture will likely need to adaptto use less water, carbon and other resources, and

reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses.
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5.6.55

5.6.56

5.6.57

Landscape Character Area F7: Hornby Vale

Location

This LCA forms part of the open vale in the south of the study area. Itis bounded to the
north by Tunstall Moors Fringe LCAB16, to the south by Spennithorne Moors Fringe LCA
B19, to the west by Constable Burton Vale LCA F6 and extends east into Hambleton

District.

Key Characteristics

0 Lowlying, gently rolling large-scale landscape

0 Open landscape with dispersed vegetation cover

0 Pocketsofwoodlandandriparianvegetationcreate moreintimatelandscapeinplaces

0 Predominantly large-scale arable farmland with pockets of enclosed pasture

0 Agenerallysimple,still, rurallandscapewitharelatively strong sense oftranquillity

0 Registered park and garden of Hornby Castle and surrounding woodland in the north-
east

0 Dispersed historic villages, farms and houses constructed largely of vernacular
materials

0 Expansive views across the vale towards the distant higher ground

Current Character

This LCA comprisesthe lowlying, gently rolling landscape that forms the vale landscape
that extends east from Lower Wensleydale towards the Vale of Mowbray beyond the
district boundary. The landform gradually slopes in a general west-east direction from
approximately 115m AOD to the east of Hunton to approximately 60m AOD in the east,

continuingbeyondthestudyarea.

A small number of tributary becks meander through the LCA. Inplacesthese are defined
byvegetationalongthewatercoursesandinthenorth pondsandlakeshave beencreated

along the watercourses as part of the designed landscape.
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5.6.58

5.6.59

5.6.60

5.6.61

This is a generally open, often exposed large-scale arable landscape with generally limited
vegetation cover. There are smaller scale, often enclosed areas of pasture alongside
watercourses and in proximity to settlement. Woodland is clustered in the north-east,
where plantations form the edge of the designed parkland landscape and smaller
woodland blocks form the edge of the Grade Il listed Registered Park and Garden of
Hornby Castle Park. Smaller, sinuous woodland blocks followthe line of watercoursesto
the east of Newton-le-Willows. Hedgerows and riparian vegetation occasionally provide
linksthroughthe landscape. However, hedgerows are generallylowwithfewtrees. There

are no nationally designated landscape or biodiversity sites within the LCA.

Hornby Castle is seton a high pointand commands distant views to the North York Moors
in the east and the Yorkshire Dales to the west. It was formerly a large medieval hunting
park thatwas modified as landscaped pleasure gardensinthe 18" century and since then
alteredbychangesinfarming andland management. ltretainsanumber of parklandtrees
and clumps and is bisected by the tree lined drive from Hackforth Lodge to Hornby.
Boundariestothe park are not strongly defined, butthisis thoughtto have beendeliberate

tomakeitappearmore expansive by visuallytaking-inthe surrounding countryside.**

There are a variety of settlement types, dispersed across the LCA. Newton-le-Willows and
Patrick Brompton are small villages in the south of the area, comprising low-density
settlement largely built from local stone, with a small number of listed buildings through
Patrick Brompton. Farms and houses are dispersed across the wider landscape and the
buildings are often well-screened by surrounding tree boundaries. Modelfarmsform part
of the designed landscape around Hornby. Communication wires and poles are

conspicuous, linking across the open landscape.

Thisisanopenlandscapewith expansive, long-distance views acrossthe vale and lower,
fringe slopes to distant, higher land. Woodland and parkland vegetation creates more
intimate pocketsoflandscapearoundhistoricsettlements. Itisastronglyrural, moderately

tranquil landscape.

4 https://www.parksandgardens.org/places/hornby-castle-northallerton
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Historic Landscape Character

5.6.62 ThisLCAisprimarilyamosaicofmodernimprovedfields,unknownplannedenclosureand

piecemeal enclosure. There is a significant area of planned large-scale enclosure in the

south-eastofthe LCA. The north-eastofthe LCAisdominated bythe designedlandscape

of Hornby Castle/Hornby Park.

Landscape Condition

5.6.63 Changes in farming practices have resulted in expanded fields and fragmentation of

hedgerows and vegetationin parts. Key parkland features are generally well-maintained

around Hornby Castle. Woodland and boundary vegetation are relatively well-maintained.

The landscape condition is variable, with generally moderate condition across the LCA.

Forces for Change

October 2019

Intensification of agriculture resulting in loss/decline of hedgerows and hedgerow trees;
Lack of managementof existingwoodland andtreesresultinginagradual decline with
alarge proportion of over-mature trees andlack of young treestoreplace them;
Pollution of water coursesfromadjacentarablefields;

Decline in the management of parkland and associated features;

New development within historic villages may not be consistent with the historic form
ofthevillage andthe vernacularmaterials and design of buildings;

Increased pressure for tourist related developments, such as holiday cottages, camping
sites and caravan parks potentially affecting the character and quality of the landscape;
Future impacts of climate change such as higher rainfall in winter that would affect
water levels and impacton habitat structure;

Agriculture willlikely need to adaptto use less water, carbon and other resources, and

reduce runoff of water, soil, fertiliser and pesticides into adjacent watercourses.
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6.0

6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.2

6.2.1

RECOMMENDATIONS

General

This Landscape Character Assessment provides an in-depth understanding of the study
area’s landscapes that can assistin informing judgements and decisions concerning the

management of landscape change.

In line with the National Planning Policy Framework, and consistent with best practice
advocated by the Government’s Planning Practice Guidance, it is recommended that

Richmondshire District Councilusesthefindings ofthis studyassetoutbelow.

Local PlanPolicy

In conjunction with the findings of Volume 2 of the study, it is recommended that the
findings of the Landscape Character Assessment should be used to inform Local Plan

policy formulation and consideration of potential site allocations with regard to:

« Maintainingthedispersedandrural settlementcharacterthroughoutthestudyarea;

« Provision of accessible and biodiverse green infrastructure networks;

« Recognisingtheintrinsic value of landscapesin their ownright, as well as landscapes
that make a strong contribution to the historic significance and setting of heritage
assets;

« Identifying opportunities for helping to protect and enhance local landscape
distinctiveness through mitigation of development-led change and appropriate land
management practices;

« Highlighting opportunitiesforrestoring areaswherethe landscape characterhasbeen
eroded or compromised by insensitive past development and/or inappropriate land

management.
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6.3

6.3.1

6.3.2

6.3.3

6.3.4

6.3.5

Development Management

In conjunction with the findings of Volume 2 of the study, it is recommended that the
findings of the Landscape Character Assessment should be used to support development
management decisions with regards to informing the assessment of planning applications
coming forward within the Local Plan area in respect of landscape impact and design

considerations.

As the Local Planning Authority, the Council should use the key landscape features
identified in the Landscape Character Assessment to assist in the development control
process. Development assessed as having potential to have a significant effect on key
landscape features may be a candidate for refusal or require mitigation through

appropriate planning conditions that ensure importantfeatures are notlost.

The Local Planning Authority should aim to avoid a standardised approach to design by
using the Landscape Character Assessment to inform the process of negotiation between
planning officers and developers. The Local Planning Authority should seek to be proactive
in specifying to developers how their proposals can be designed to reflect and enhance
local landscape character. For example, officers may use the Landscape Character
Assessment to (i) highlight to developers characteristic features of the landscape that
should be consideredforenhancement, restoration or conservation etc, and (i) to identify
specific criteria and landscape considerations that a development proposal should take

account of prior to approval and subsequently be assessed against.

The Local Planning Authority should, where appropriate, encourage developers to use local
building materials, building styles, native species and other characteristic features and

elements of a particular landscape to strengthen local distinctiveness.

Developers and other agents for change should be encouraged to adopt creative solutions
to conserving and/or enhancing local landscape character, and identify the means by
which development and land management proposals might be successfully integrated
into the existing landscape character. Consideration should be given to the scale of
development, layout and relationship to existing development and field patterns. In
addition to informing new development on greenfield sites, the Landscape Character

Assessment should also be used to help identify opportunities for creating new landscapes
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6.3.6

6.3.7

6.3.8

6.3.9

and restoring habitats on previously developed brownfield sites that offer limited

landscape features for new development to refer to.

The Local Planning Authority should also consider the cumulative effects of small-scale
development on landscape character. Incremental changes can gradually erode
landscape characterandlocaldistinctivenessifthewider contextofadevelopmentorland
management initiative is not considered. The Landscape Character Assessment highlights
keycharacteristics suchasdistinctive field patterns, features and settlement patternsthat
are particularly susceptible to incremental change. However, the Landscape Character
Assessmentshould also be used toidentify the means by which such developments may
be successfully incorporated into the landscape and indeed enhance particular

characteristics.

The Council should encourage developers to use the Landscape Character Assessment as
a baseline for informing Environmental Impact Assessments of developments. The impact
of development on key landscape features and characteristics should be assessed and
whereimpacts arefoundto occur, scheme modification or mitigation measures should be

requiredtoremoveorreduce potentialadverseimpacts.

The Local Planning Authority and developers should give priority to protecting key
landscape features. Wherever possible, opportunities to introduce new features should
be identified to compensate for loss or degradation elsewhere. This might include
ensuring that where a particular habitat or area of planting is lost as a result of
development, habitat creation or planting is undertaken at a suitable location close by to

offsetthelossand provide anetenvironmentalgain.

The Local Planning Authority should ensure that change is appropriate to landscape
character. Proposals should be pursued that are appropriate for the features and
characteristics that define local distinctiveness in a given Landscape Character Type(s) and
relevant Landscape Character Area(s). Perceptual aspects such as tranquillity, remoteness

and wilderness should also be considered.
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6.4

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

6.5

6.5.1

6.5.2

6.5.3

Landscape Assessment Toolkit

Itisrecommendedthat Richmondshire District Council gives considerationto preparing a
‘Landscape Assessment Toolkit’ to provide a user guide to help planning officers,
developers and other stakeholders effectively apply the findings of the study inassessing

and shaping developmentproposals.

The Toolkit could take the form of a step-by-step guide, illustrated by case studies, for
assessing landscape sensitivity to development proposals, developing appropriate
landscape mitigation measures and identifying landscape enhancement opportunities,
potentially using a set of landscape and visual sensitivity criteria in the form of a simple

checklisttosignpostuserstorelevantinformationinthe study.

This could also involve making the key findings of the study available on an Interactive
Mapping tool on the Council’'s website to provide a visual aid in the assessment of

development proposals.

Monitoring Landscape Change

Itisrecommended that Richmondshire District Council gives consideration to monitoring
landscape changeto enableitto assess the practical effectiveness of Local Plan policies

andinitiatives,andtohelp modify policyandmanagementregimesinlightofactualtrends.

The information arising from a programme of monitoring patterns of landscape change
can be used for a variety of purposes including decision-making in the development
control process, and the identification of priorities and targets for funding and landscape

enhancement initiatives.

The Landscape Character Assessment can be used to identify a range of indicators to assist

inthe monitoring of landscape change whetherthisis deemedto be positive or negative.
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6.6

6.6.1

6.6.2

DevelopingaGreeninfrastructure Strategy

Itisrecommendedthat Richmondshire District Council gives considerationto developing
a Green Infrastructure Strategy in accordance the Government’s Planning Practice

Guidance on the Natural Environment which states:
‘How can a strategic approach be taken to green infrastructure?

Strategic policies can identify the location of existing and proposed green infrastructure
networks and set out appropriate policies for their protection and enhancement. To
inform these, and support their implementation, green infrastructure frameworks or
strategies prepared at a district-wide scale (or wider) can be a useful tool. These need to
be evidence-based and include assessments of the quality of current green infrastructure
and any gaps in provision. Existing national and local strategies — for example on tree and
woodland provision — can inform the approach to green infrastructure; and standards
such as the Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard can be applied when assessing
provision.

The green infrastructure strategy can inform other plan policies, infrastructure delivery
requirements and Community Infrastructure Levy schedules. In view of their potential
scope and use, authorities need to collaborate with neighbouring authorities and
stakeholders such as Local Nature Partnerships, Health and Wellbeing Boards and Local

Enterprise Partnerships when developing green infrastructure strategies.” (Paragraph: 007
Reference ID: 8-007-20190721)

The Planning Practice Guidance recognises that Green Infrastructure exists within a wider
landscape context and can reinforce and enhance local landscape character, contributing
to a sense of place and natural beauty. This suggests that a complementary strategic
approachtorecognising therole of Green Infrastructure and landscape in achieving well-

designed places would be beneficial going forward.
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APPENDIX A

Glossary*

Characterisation
The process of identifying areas of similar character, classifying and mapping them and describing their
character.

Characteristics
Elements, or combinations of elements, which make a particular contribution to distinctive character.

Classification
Is concerned with dividing the landscape into areas of distinct, recognisable and consistent common character
and grouping areas of similar charactertogether.

Elements
Individual components that make up the landscape, such as trees and hedges.

Features

Particularly prominent or eye-catching elements in the landscape, such as tree clumps, church spires or
wooded horizons.

Key Characteristics
Those combinations of elements and features that are particularly important to the current character of the
landscapeandhelptogiveanareaits particularlydistinctive sense of place.

Landscape

Anarea, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or
human factors.

Landscape Character
A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements and features in the landscape that makes one
landscape differentfrom another, ratherthan better orworse.

Landscape Character Areas

These are single, unique areas that are the discrete geographical areas within a particular landscape type.
Eachhasitsownindividualcharacterandidentity, eventhoughitsharesthe samegeneric characteristicswith
otherareasofthesametype.

Landscape Character Assessment

Thisisthe process of identifyingand describing variationinthe character ofthelandscape. Itseekstoidentify
and explain the unique combination of elements and features (characteristics) that make landscapes
distinctive. The process results in the production of a Landscape Character Assessment.

Landscape Character Types

These are distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogeneous in character. They are generic in nature
inthatthey may occur in different areas in different parts of the country, but wherever they occur they share
broadly similar combinations of geology, topography, drainage patterns, vegetation, historical land use and
settlement pattern.

4 Adapted from Glossary of Terms in An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England, 2014
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Landscape Management
Action, fromaperspective of sustainable development, to ensure theregular upkeep ofalandscape, soasto
guide and harmonise changes that are brought about by social, economic and environmental processes.

Landscape Planning
Strong forward-looking action to enhance, restore or create landscapes.

Landscape Policy
Anexpressionbythecompetentpublicauthorities, ofgeneralprinciples, strategiesand guidelinesthatpermit
thetaking of specific measuresaimedatthe protection, managementand planning oflandscapes.

Landscape Protection
Actionsto conserve and maintainthe significantor characteristic features of alandscapejustified byitsvalue
derived from its natural configuration and/or from human activity.

Landscape Condition

This is based on judgements about the physical state of the landscape; about its intactness, from visual,
functional and ecological perspectives. Italso reflects the state of repair ofindividual features and elements
thatmake upthe character inany one place.

Sensitivity
Atermappliedto specificreceptors, combiningjudgements ofthe susceptibility of the receptor tothe specific
type of change or development proposed and the value related to thatreceptor.

Susceptibility
The ability of a defined landscape or visual receptor to accommodate the specific proposed development
without undue negative consequences.
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APPENDIX B

Bibliography and Data Sources

= AnApproach to Landscape Character Assessment, 2014, Natural England

=  County Durham Landscape Character Assessment -
http://www.durhamlandscape.info/article/10092/Landscape-Classification

= Darlington Landscape Character Assessment, December 2015, LUC on behalf of Darlington Borough
Council

= European Landscape Convention, 2000, Council of Europe

= Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity Study, May 2016, LUC on behalf of
Hambleton District Council

= Harrogate District Landscape Character Assessment, 2004, Harrogate Borough Council

= National Character Area Profile 21 Yorkshire Dales, NE399, 2015, Natural England

= National Character Area Profile 22 Pennine Dales Fringe, NE474, 2015, Natural England

= National Character Area Profile 23 Tees Lowlands, NE439, 2013, Natural England

= National Character Area Profile 24 Vale of Mowbray, NE442, 2015, Natural England

= National Planning Policy Framework, 2019, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government

= North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project, 2010, Chris Blandford Associates on behalf
ofNorthYorkshire County Council

= Planning Practice Guidance, 2019, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government

= Richmondshire Local Plan 2012-2028 Core Strategy, Richmondshire District Council

= Yorkshire Dales National Park Landscape Character Assessment, 2002, Estell Warren Landscape
Architectsonbehalfof Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority
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Landscape Dataset Date Source
Layer
Contours OS Topography - Downloaded | Ordnance
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/opendatadownload/products.htmi May 2019 Survey
Geology bgs.ac.uk/products/digitalmaps/digmapgb_625.html Downloaded | BGS
May 2019
Watercourses OS Vectormap District - Received Richmondshire
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/opendatadownload/products.html May 2019 District Council
Flood risk zones | https://data.gov.uk/dataset/bed63fc1-dd26-4685-b143- Downloaded | Environment
2and 3 2941088923h3/flood-map-for-planning-rivers-and-sea-flood-zone-3 May 2019 Agency
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/cf494c44-05cd-4060-a029-
35937970c9c6/flood-map-for-planning-rivers-and-sea-flood-zone-2
National North East England NCA Downloaded | Data.gov.uk
Character Areas May 2019
AONBs https://magic.defra.gov.uk/Dataset Download Summary.htm Downloaded | Natural
May 2019 England
National Parks https://magqic.defra.gov.uk/Dataset Download Summary.htm Downloaded | Natural
May 2019 England
European https://magic.defra.gov.uk/Dataset Download Summary.htm Downloaded | Natural
Wildlife Sites May 2019 England
SSSls https://magic.defra.gov.uk/Dataset Download Summary.htm Downloaded | Natural
May 2019 England
National/Local | https://magic.defra.gov.uk/Dataset Download Summary.htm Downloaded | Natural
Nature Reserves May 2019 England
Conservation Conservation Areas Dataset Received Richmondshire
Areas May 2019 District Council
Open Spaces RDC_Open Spaces Received Richmondshire
May 2019 District Council
MOD Land Use | RDC_Barracks Extents and Military Training Areas Received Richmondshire
May 2019 District Council
Development RDC_Development Limits Received Richmondshire
Limits May 2019 District Council
Registered https://magic.defra.gov.uk/Dataset Download Summary.htm Downloaded | Historic
Parks & May 2019 England
Gardens
Scheduled https://magic.defra.gov.uk/Dataset Download Summary.htm Downloaded | Historic
Monuments May 2019 England
Listed Buildings | https://magic.defra.gov.uk/Dataset Download Summary.htm Downloaded | Historic
May 2019 England
Historic The North Yorkshire and Lower Tees Valley HLC Dataset Received North
Landscape May 2019 Yorkshire
Characterisation County
Council
Aerial Imagery https://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/ Downloaded | Google Earth
May 2019
Base Mapping OS Landranger Basemapping 1:50000 Received Richmondshire
May 2019 District Council
Base Mapping OS Explorer Basemapping 1:25000 Received Richmondshire
May 2019 District Council
Base Mapping OS Vector Map Local Received R?chmondshir_e
May 2019 District Council
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APPENDIX C

Stakeholder Workshop Note
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT AND SENSITIVITY STUDY
STAKEHOLDERWORKSHOPNOTE

239 May 2019, Friars Room, RDC, Mercury House, Richmond

Attendees

Matthew Usher Richmondshire District Council, Senior Policy Officer

HarrietWestwood Richmondshire District Council, Policy Officer

Ann Smith Richmondshire District Council, Conservation Officer
Kathryn Donnelly GL Hearn, Senior Planner

Colin Boynton Defence Infrastructure Organisation, Estates Surveyor
Dominic Watkins Chris Blandford Associates (Facilitators)

Jenny Gay Chris Blandford Associates (Facilitators)

Apologies

Mark Robson Richmondshire District Council, Principal Policy Officer
lan Nesbit Richmondshire District Council, Planning Officer
Steve McGavin GL Hearn, Planning and Development Director
William Brennan Defence Infrastructure Organisation

Purpose of Workshop

To brief the key stakeholders on the study’s methodology and process, and to review and discuss

the preliminary landscape character assessment work (Stage 1)

Stakeholder Feedback

1. RDC suggested CBAreviewthe county Landscape Character Type (LCT) ‘Moors Fringe’,
particularly consider:

- Redefine/rename asnotall ofthe draftLandscape Character Areas (LCA) seemtofitthis

typology;
- AltertheLCTboundarysodoesn’textendsofareast.
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Suggestion of district level LCT to take account of smaller scale variation in landscape
typology such as the transitional landscape of the Gritstone High Plateau-Moors Fringe-

Settled Vale Farmland and also picking out the river valleys.

RDC identified several heritage assets/features that are undesignated — particularly
designed parklands/estatesthatcontribute tothelocallandscape character[Note. RDCdo

nothavealistofundesignatedfeatures]

Considering the following Stage 2 Landscape Sensitivity Study:
ASidentifiedtheimportance ofthe physical andvisual relationship between settlements
of Richmond and Catterick Garrison. Note key views southfromthe castle and Georgian

race course.
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