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SUMMARY 
 

Selby District in Numbers:  

 
82,200: The number of people that live in 
Selby District. Only 16 per cent are within 
the age range 15 to 29 compared to 19 per 
cent and 22 per cent across the sub region 
and region respectively 
 
52 per cent: The proportion of people 
that are resident in Selby and also work 
within Selby. 18,500 people travel out of 
Selby District to work of which 6,400 (35 
per cent of commuters) go to Leeds, 4,300 
(23 per cent) to York and 2,700 (15 per 
cent) travel to Wakefield 
 
£1.55 billion: In 2008 the ‘value’ of the 
Selby economy in GVA. This contributes 11 
per cent to the Sub regional economy.  
Since 1998 GVA has increased by 42 per 
cent (compared to 29 per cent increase 
nationally, 30 per cent sub regionally, and 
25 per cent regionally) 
 
£18,477: The relative economic 
performance of the District measured as 
GVA per head (£15,406 in the region).  
Since 1998 this has increased by 25 per 
cent (17 per cent nationally, 18 per cent 
sub regionally and 14 per cent regionally) 
 

 
3,640: number of employing establishments 
(businesses) in Selby District 
 
32,000: The total number of jobs in District 
(ABI), of which 28 per cent are within the 
manufacturing and energy and water sectors, 
significantly higher than the national figure of 11 
per cent 

 
48.7 per cent: The proportion of young 
people in Selby District that achieved 5 A* to C  
GCSE’s (including English and Maths), compared 
to 58.6 per cent sub regionally 
 
49 per cent: The proportion of 16-64 year 
olds qualified to level 3 or above (54 per cent in 
Y&NY, 47 per cent regionally). 29 per cent of 16-
64 year olds are qualified to at least level 4, 
compared to 34 per cent across the sub region 
 
8.9 per cent: The proportion of the working 
age population on key work-related benefits, 
compared to 8.4 per cent across the sub region 
and 13.6 per cent for the region. 
 
 

   

Selby District Key Points: 

 
Over the last decade the rate of growth in 
the ‘value’ of the Selby economy is higher 
than that seen for England, region and the 
sub region 
 
Increase in jobs and enterprises over the 
past ten years. 
 
Relatively high levels of employment in 
manufacturing (including food and drink) 
and energy and water 
 
 

 
In relative terms less reliance on public sector 
for employment 
 
Significantly high level of out commuting. There 
are more residents than there are jobs, with 
strong connections with York, Leeds and West 
Yorkshire economy 
 
Lower proportion of the working population with 
high level qualifications. 
 
Low proportion of young working age residents. 
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The economy key points: 

 
 Good economic growth over the past ten years although this is forecast to slow 

 
The ‘Value’ of the Selby economy is estimated to be £1.52 billion.  This equates to 11 per cent 
of York and North Yorkshire’s total GVA. Since 1998 the value of the Selby economy has grown 
by 42 per cent compared to a sub regional growth of 30 per cent over the same period. 
 
Total GVA is forecast to grow by a fifth over the next 10 years, in line with forecasts for the sub 
region and region, but at a much slower rate than experienced over the previous ten year 
period. 
 
GVA per head, a measure of relative economic performance, at £18,477 is as high as nationally 
and above that for the sub region and region. This has increased in Selby by a quarter since 
1998, higher than seen across the sub region and region. 
 
 High employment dependency on manufacturing and energy sector 

 
28 per cent (almost 9,000 jobs) of all jobs in Selby District are within the manufacturing 
(including food and drink) and energy and water sectors.  This is in comparison to just 11 per 
cent in the sub region and 13 per cent across the region. 
 
The proportion of businesses in this sector is just 7.5 per cent of all businesses (compared to 
8.0 per cent across the region), highlighting the dominance of large manufacturing and energy 
firms in Selby district. 
 
 Low carbon and energy businesses has the potential to be a driver for the future 

 
Selby district continues to have a key role to play in the energy sector and the potential growth 
in the low carbon economy.  
 

 
 
Business and Enterprise key points: 
 
 
 Increase in business stock and new business registrations 

 
There are numerous measures for business stock, but the Inter Departmental Business 
Register highlights that there are as many as 3,640 businesses in the Selby district.  Since 
2005 business stock has increased by 8 per cent, showing a higher level of growth than is seen 
nationally, regionally and sub regionally.  In addition new business formations per year have by 
and large remained at a constant rate since 2004, with only 2 per cent less businesses being 
registered in 2008 compared to 2004 (in contrast across the sub region the level of new 
registrations has fallen significantly - 11 per cent lower). 
 
 Larger firms dominate the business stock in terms of employment 

 
Selby district has lower levels of self employment (13.6 per cent) than the sub region (16.5 per 
cent). It also has a high proportion of its employment within larger, mainly manufacturing, 
businesses. 
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Economic geography key points: 
 
 
 The District is a large exporter of labour to it’s surrounding areas 

 
The district sees a very ‘un self-contained’ labour market, with half of its residents working 
outside of the district. Also there is a significant imbalance in terms of there being 7,000 more 
working residents than there are jobs within the District. 
 
 York is a key economic driver for Selby town and the Selby rural area 

 
Parts of Selby district play a crucial role in the York and Hinterland economy.  York provides 
jobs for 17 per cent of the residents of Selby town and Selby rural labour market areas.  
Overall there is significant commuting to and from York and Wakefield, to Leeds and from the 
East Riding and Doncaster. 
 

 
 
People and communities key points: 
 
 
In 2009 the population of the district stood at 82,200.  It is predicted that by 2023 the district’s 
population will have increased by 17 per cent - a notably higher rate than is forecast nationally, 
regionally and sub regionally. 

 
Based on a three year average the district has an employment rate of 73 per cent, suggesting 
employment levels are below those seen nationally, regional and sub regionally.  The district 
has a JSA claimant rate of 2.8 per cent - this is higher than for the sub region, 2.4 per cent, 
but lower than regionally - 4.2 per cent and nationally - 3.5 per cent (the wider ranging work 
related benefits, including Employment and Support Allowance / Incapacity benefit claimants 
sees a rate of 8.9 per cent compared to 13.6 per cent regionally). Compared to three years ago 
there has effectively been a threefold increase in the number of longer term claimants 
(increasing at a faster rate than seen sub regionally and regionally). 
 
An improvement in the Yorkshire and Humber regions GCSE’s results performance means it has 
narrowed the gap on Selby (the district static performance means it has also ‘lost further 
ground’ on the sub region where its upward trend continues).  Adult’s qualifications in the 
district are in line with regional figures (albeit below levels seen in York and North Yorkshire).  
The proportion with no qualifications is however relatively high, particularly when compared to 
the sub region as a whole. 
 
A more in-depth analysis is required in relation to levels of deprivation.  In relative terms there 
is limited deprivation, although ‘only’ one of the districts fifty ‘local areas’ appears in the most 
deprived 25 per cent in England. 
 

 



DISTRICT PROFILE: SELBY  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
5 

 
 
Focus on Labour market areas: 
 
Key points for the Labour Market Areas (LMAs) include: 
 

 Selby Rural – manufacturing, energy and water and the public sector dominate 
employment.  The are sees a very high proportion of small businesses (82 per cent 
having 1-4 staff compared to 70 per cent for the sub region), with these accounting for 
a quarter of all employees 

 
 Selby Town – distribution, retail and hospitality, manufacturing, energy and water and 

the public sector dominate employment.  It does however see a higher dependency on 
work related benefits claimants (13.8 per cent compared to 8.4 per cent in the sub 
region) and contains the majority of the districts most deprived local areas (in the wards 
of Selby North and Selby South) 

 
 Sherburn – the manufacturing, energy and water and distribution, retail and hospitality 

sectors are most prominent, with in relative terms it having high levels of employment 
in transport and communications 

 
 South Selby - almost half of all jobs are in the manufacturing and energy and water 

sectors, not least reflecting the presence of the two major power stations (Eggborough 
and Drax).  In relative terms agricultural employment is more prominent than in the sub 
region as whole 

 
 Tadcaster – the manufacturing (including food and drink) and energy and water 

sectors are very prominent.  The area has a lower dependency on work related benefits 
(6.1 per cent) than in the district as a whole (8.9 per cent). 
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1.  BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE AREA 
 
1.1  Context 
The Selby Local Authority District is part of the York and North Yorkshire sub region (Y&NY), 
which is in turn part of the Yorkshire and Humber Region (Y&H). The map below shows the 
location of the district within York and North Yorkshire (with this also featuring the spatial areas 
which are a key part of the Main Technical Assessment report). 
 
Figure 1: York and North Yorkshire (including spatial areas) 

 
Source: York and North Yorkshire Partnership Unit 
 
Within Selby district are five Labour Market Areas (LMAs). It has three LMAs (Sherburn, South 
Selby and Tadcaster) in the West Yorkshire Connected spatial area and two (Selby Rural and 
Selby Town) in the York and Hinterland spatial area. The district also has links with the East 
Riding of Yorkshire. 
 
1.2 The report 
The information in this report is drawn from a number of sources and datasets, including 
employment (from the Annual Population Survey), business stock (e.g. from the Annual Business 
Inquiry, VAT registrations, Business Demography etc.) and benefit claimants (from DWP).  The 
2001 Census has been used as a robust, albeit older source for some data, particularly at a local 
level. 
 
Much of the report focuses on the district and its labour market areas.  It is however the case 
that key tables and the Summary (as seen earlier in this report) also feature national, regional 
sub regional and spatial area findings, some of which can be only be seen in the main Economic 
Assessment for York and North Yorkshire reports (see www.ynyeconomy.org.uk). 

Selby 
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2. KEY DATA  
 
2.1 Population 
 
Table 1: Age profile: mid 2009 

Y&NY Y&H England

Number %

0-14 14,300 17% 16% 17% 18%

15-29 13,400 16% 19% 22% 20%

30-49 23,800 29% 26% 27% 28%

50-64 17,200 21% 20% 18% 18%

65+ 13,200 16% 19% 16% 16%

Total 82,200 100% 100% 100% 100%

Selby

%

 
Source: ONS mid year population estimates 
 
Table 2: Age profile by LMA: mid 2007 
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Age Band

0-14 18% 18% 18% 18% 17% 17% 16% 17% 18%

15-29 16% 16% 19% 16% 15% 15% 18% 21% 20%

30-49 30% 31% 28% 31% 30% 30% 27% 27% 29%

50-64 20% 21% 18% 20% 23% 21% 20% 18% 18%

65+ 15% 14% 17% 15% 16% 17% 18% 16% 16%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

% %

 
Source: ONS mid year population estimates. 2007 latest data available for LMAs, so for comparative purposes this year 
used for all geographies (with Y&NY, Y&H and England based on May 2010 revised datasets) 
 
Table 3: Population trend (including LMAs), 2001 to 2009 

2001 2007 2008 2009
Change 2001-

2007
Change 2001-

2009

Selby 76,600 80,300 81,600 82,200 5% 7%

- Selby Rural 17,315 18,818 9%

- Selby Town 18,532 19,527 5%

- Sherburn 13,112 13,791 5%

- South Selby 16,370 17,296 6%

- Tadcaster 11,160 11,321 1%

Y&NY 751,400 781,700 788,400 796,500 4% 6%

Y&H 4,976,600 5,181,800 5,217,500 5,258,100 4% 6%

Not available 
until latter 

part of 2010
n/a

Likely to be 
available in 

latter part of 
2011

 
Source: ONS mid year population estimates (Census for 2001 LMA data).  Note – small differences in the sources and 
methodologies used to calculate LMA and district level data means totals do not match) 
 
Table 4: Population projections to 2033 

2008 2013 2023 2033 2008-2013 2008-2023 2008-2033
England 51,464.6 53,332.0 57,208.5 60,715.2 3.6% 11.2% 18.0%

Y&H 5,217.5 5,438.8 5,886.6 6,296.0 4.2% 12.8% 20.7%

Y&NY 788.4 818.0 883.1 943.7 3.8% 12.0% 19.7%

Selby 81.6 85.6 95.5 103.7 4.9% 17.0% 27.1%

Population Projections (000’s) % Change

 
Source: ONS National Population Projections, (2010 release) 
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2.2 Overall Economic Performance 
 
Table 5: Total GVA and GVA forecasts (£billion) by Local Authority, 1998 - 2019 

Area Measure 1998 2008
% Δ 1998 

- 2008
2009 2010 2014 2019

% Δ 
2009 - 

2019
UK 919.90 1,187.24 29 1,130.09 1,145.83 1,238.44 1,388.23 23

Y&H 67.20 84.20 25 79.88 81.31 87.35 97.12 22

Y&NY 11.00 14.35 30 13.93 14.23 15.26 16.88 21

GVA 1.09 1.55 42 1.50 1.53 1.63 1.81 21

Share of Y&NY's GVA (%) 9.9 10.8 n/a 10.7 10.7 10.7 10.7 n/a

Share of Y&H's GVA (%) 1.6 1.8 n/a 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.9 n/a

Estimates and forecasts

GVA

Selby

Historical data

Source: Yorkshire Forward/Experian Business Strategies; Regional Econometric Model (REM), August 2010 
 
Table 6: GVA per head (£) by Local Authority 1998 - 2010 

% Δ 

98-10

UK 15,721 18,961 19,341 19,320 18,257 18,378 17

Y&H 13,556 16,070 16,298 16,179 15,259 15,406 14

Y&NY 14,970 17,161 17,955 18,051 17,415 17,627 18

Selby 14,752 18,371 18,950 19,030 18,230 18,477 25

2009 20101998 2006 2007 2008

Source: Yorkshire Forward/Experian Business Strategies; REM, August 2010 
 
2.3 Business and Enterprise 
 
2.3.1 Business Stock 
 
Table 7: Summary of Business stock in Selby, 1998 - 2009 

1998 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
% Δ 98-

latest 
year

% Δ 05-
latest 
year

Business Stock - IDBR n/a 3,380 3,435 3,515 3,615 3,640 n/a 8

Active businesses - Business 
demography

n/a 2,885 2,865 2,985 3,075 n/a 7

Business stock - ABI 2,401 2,946 2,972 2,991 3,154 31 7

Start of year VAT stock - BERR 2,470 2,855 2,890 2,930 3,045 n/a 23 7

Not 
available 

yet

Source: Office for National Statistics, BERR.   Note - n/a signifies data is not available.  Trend columns refer to latest year 
as this varies by dataset (e.g. VAT data discontinued in 2008) 
 
Table 8: Summary of businesses ‘births and deaths’ in Selby, 1998 - 2008 

1998 2005 2006 2007 2008
% Δ 98-

latest year
% Δ 05-

latest year

Business births - Business 
demography

n/a 365 310 370 370 n/a 1

Business deaths - Business 
demography

n/a 315 245 290 285 n/a -10

New VAT Registrations 205 235 230 325 n/a 59 38

VAT De-registrations 175 200 190 205 n/a 17 3

Source: Office for National Statistics, BERR.  Note - n/a signifies data is not available 
 



DISTRICT PROFILE: SELBY  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
9 

Table 9: Start of year stock rates – comparisons between areas, 1998 - 2008 

Measure Area 1998 2005 2006 2007 2008
% Δ 98 - 

latest year
% Δ 05 - 

latest year

England 367 401 406 410 419 14 4

Y&H 314 337 341 340 345 10 2

Y&NY 476 502 506 501 508 7 1

Selby 422 463 465 456 467 11 1

VAT Start of year stock 
per 10,000 residents - 
BERR

 
Source: BERR 
 
Table 10: New businesses rates – comparisons between areas, 1998 - 2008 

Measure Area 1998 2005 2006 2007 2008
% Δ 98 - 

latest year
% Δ 05 - 

latest year

England n/a 59 55 60 57 n/a -4

Y&H n/a 49 45 49 44 n/a -9

Y&NY n/a 57 51 56 51 n/a -11

Selby n/a 59 48 57 56 n/a -5

England 41 39 39 43 n/a 5 10

Y&H 30 32 31 35 n/a 17 9

Y&NY 35 39 37 43 n/a 23 10

Selby 35 38 36 50 n/a 43 32

New VAT Registrations 
per 10,000 population - 
BERR

New Businesses / births 
per 10,000 people - 
Business demography

 
Source: Office for National Statistics, BERR.  Note - n/a signifies data is not available 
 
Table 11: New business accounts – comparisons between areas, 2008 - 2010 

Area

2008 2009 2010 2008 2009
2010* 

(to date)
2008 / 2010 2009 / 2010

England 404,623 415,306 n/a 33,719 34,609 37,888 12 9

Y&H 31,735 33,139 n/a 2,645 2,762 3,015 14 9

Y&NY 5,885 6,011 n/a 490 501 555 13 11

Selby 651 717 n/a 54 60 59 8 -2

New business accounts (totals)
% change (monthly 

averages)
New business accounts (totals)

 
Source: BankSearch Ltd.  Note - * up to August 2010 (although it includes some data from 2009 to lessen seasonal 
affects on data) 
 
2.3.2 Employees 
 
Table 12: Summary of employees in Selby, 1998 - 2009 

1998 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
% Δ 98-

latest year
% Δ 05-

latest year

Employees - IDBR n/a 29,507 29,717 31,112 31,695 31,682 n/a 7

Employees - ABI 24,600 29,200 28,600 29,500 32,000
Not yet 

available
30 10

 
Source: Office for National Statistics, BERR.  Note - n/a signifies data is not available 
 
Table 13: Summary of forecasts for employment in Selby, 2008 - 2019 
Area

08-09 09-14 09-19

Number (000's) 0.4 0.2 0.3

% 1.1 0.5 0.9

UK -2.3 1.8 4.5

Y&H -2.7 0.9 3.2

Y&NY 0.1 1.9 3.6

Change

%

Selby

 
Source: Yorkshire Forward/Experian Business Strategies; REM, August 2010.  Note – data is for full time equivalents 
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Table 14: Forecast rate of change of employees in Selby, 2007 / 2008 – 2018 / 2019 

-4.0

-3.0

-2.0

-1.0

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

2007-2008

2008-2009

2009-2010

2010-2011

2011-2012

2012-2013

2013-2014

2014-2015

2015-2016

2016-2017

2017-2018

2018-2019

%
 C

h
a
n
g
e

UK Yorkshire and Humber Selby

+

-

 Average change per annum: 2008-
2019

Selby-  0.2%
Y&H -       0.0%
England - 0.2%

 
Source: Yorkshire Forward/Experian Business Strategies; REM, August 2010.  Note – data is for full time equivalents 
 
2.3.3 Focus on businesses and employment by sector 
 
Table 15: Summary of businesses and employees by industry, 2008 

Businesses Employees Businesses Employees Businesses Employees

Number % Number % % % % % % %

Agriculture and fishing n/a n/a 800          2.6% n/a 1.8% n/a 0.8% n/a 0.7%

Manufacturing and energy 
and water

237          7.5% 8,900       27.8% 6.3% 10.7% 8.0% 13.5% 6.6% 10.6%

Construction 419          13.3% 1,900       5.8% 11.0% 5.3% 11.1% 5.2% 10.3% 4.6%

Distribution, hotels and 
restaurants

898          28.5% 6,200       19.5% 31.6% 27.1% 31.1% 23.6% 27.0% 23.5%

Transport and 
communications

200          6.3% 1,400       4.5% 4.0% 5.8% 4.9% 5.5% 4.3% 6.0%

Banking, finance and 
insurance, etc

913          28.9% 5,800       18.2% 29.3% 16.9% 27.6% 18.5% 34.6% 22.8%

Public administration, 
education & health

273          8.7% 6,000       18.8% 9.7% 27.2% 9.7% 28.6% 8.8% 26.5%

Other services 214          6.8% 900          2.7% 8.1% 5.3% 7.4% 4.4% 8.3% 5.3%

Total 3,154       100.0% 32,000     100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

EnglandY&HY&NYSelby

Businesses Employees

Source: Annual Business Inquiry (ABI).  Notes – all ABI data workplace based.  2001 Census for agriculture and fishing 
employee data 
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Table 16: Trend by industry – businesses, 1991 - 2008 
Change 

1991-2008
Change 

2003-2008

Sector Number % Number % Number % Number % Number % % %

Agriculture and 
fishing

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Manufacturing and 
energy and water

199 12.5% 224 9.3% 245         8.8% 234           7.8% 237          7.5% 19% -3%

Construction 154 9.7% 274 11.4% 315         11.3% 365           12.2% 419          13.3% 172% 33%

Distribution, hotels 
and restaurants

571 36.0% 827 34.4% 868         31.2% 869           29.1% 898          28.5% 57% 3%

Transport and 
communications

94 5.9% 165 6.9% 186         6.7% 200           6.7% 200          6.3% 113% 8%

Banking, finance 
and insurance, etc

252 15.9% 516 21.5% 739         26.6% 867           29.0% 913          28.9% 262% 24%

Public 
administration, 
education & health

185 11.6% 181 7.5% 205         7.4% 257           8.6% 273          8.7% 48% 33%

Other services 133 8.4% 214 8.9% 223         8.0% 199           6.7% 214          6.8% 61% -4%

Total 1,588 100.0% 2,401 100.0% 2,781      100.0% 2,991        100.0% 3,154       100.0% 99% 13%

1991 1998 200820072003

Source: Annual Business Inquiry. Note - breaks shown in the table reflect significant changes to the surveys.   
 
Table 17: Trend by industry – employees, 1991 - 2008 

Change 1991
2008

Change 2003
2008

Sector Number % Number % Number % Number % Number % %

Agriculture and fishing 1,300 4.8% 1,300 5.4% 800           2.8% 800           2.8% 800            2.6% -37% n/a

Manufacturing and 
energy and water

11,900 42.8% 7,400 30.1% 9,600         31.5% 7,800        26.4% 8,900         27.8% -25% -7%

Construction 1,600 5.9% 1,600 6.5% 1,300         4.1% 1,700        5.7% 1,900         5.8% 13% 47%

Distribution, hotels 
and restaurants

5,100 18.3% 5,600 22.6% 6,700         22.1% 6,200        21.1% 6,200         19.5% 22% -7%

Transport and 
communications

1,400 4.9% 1,000 4.0% 2,700         8.9% 1,300        4.4% 1,400         4.5% 5% -46%

Banking, finance and 
insurance, etc

2,000 7.3% 2,600 10.6% 3,400         11.2% 5,100        17.2% 5,800         18.2% 186% 71%

Public administration, 
education & health

3,700 13.2% 4,400 17.8% 5,300         17.3% 5,800        19.5% 6,000         18.8% 64% 14%

Other services 800 2.8% 700 3.0% 700           2.1% 900           2.9% 900            2.7% 10% 32%

Total 27,900 100.0% 24,600 100.0% 30,400      100.0% 29,500     100.0% 32,000       100.0% 15% 5%

1991 1998 200820072003

Source: Annual Business Inquiry.  Notes - breaks shown in the table reflect significant changes to the surveys.  1991 and 
2001 Censuses used for agriculture and fishing.  1991 data does not accurately reflect LAD boundary changes and is not 
directly comparable with future years 
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Table 18: Summary of businesses by industry within LMAs, 2008 
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Agriculture and fishing n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Manufacturing and energy and water 7.5% 8.2% 4.9% 10.0% 9.4% 5.7%

Construction 13.3% 14.7% 10.6% 15.6% 14.0% 12.3%

Distribution, hotels and restaurants 28.5% 25.1% 35.6% 28.3% 25.3%

Transport and communications 6.3% 5.0% 4.5% 6.9% 11.6%

Banking, finance and insurance, etc 28.9% 32.8% 23.3% 29.3% 26.8% 34.9%

Public administration, education & health 8.7% 7.6% 12.6% 5.3% 7.7% 8.8%

Other services 6.8% 6.5% 8.4% 4.7% 5.2% 8.8%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

%

29.6%

 
Source: Annual Business Inquiry 
 
Table 19: Summary of employees by industry within LMAs, 2008 
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Agriculture and fishing 2.6% 4.3% 1.4% 2.4% 3.9% 1.6%

Manufacturing and energy and water 27.8% 21.8% 21.6% 23.9% 47.2% 17.9%

Construction 5.8% 6.8% 3.5% 12.9% 5.7% 3.2%

Distribution, hotels and restaurants 19.5% 17.0% 24.1% 23.3% 12.8%

Transport and communications 4.5% 4.0% 3.1% 9.0% 4.7%

Banking, finance and insurance, etc 18.2% 20.7% 12.4% 13.8% 14.9% 34.5%

Public administration, education & health 18.8% 23.3% 29.2% 12.9% 9.7% 15.8%

Other services 2.7% 2.1% 4.6% 1.7% 1.2% 3.0%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

%

23.9%

 
Source: Annual Business Inquiry.  Note - 2001 Census for agriculture and fishing 
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2.4 Self Employment 
 
Table 20: Self employment as proportion of all employment by sector and within LMAs, 
2001 
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Sector %

Agriculture; hunting and 
forestry; fishing

1.9% 2.6% 0.7% 1.4% 2.4% 2.2% 2.6% 0.8% 0.7%

Manufacturing and 
Construction

3.4% 3.5% 3.0% 3.5% 3.8% 2.9% 3.7% 3.3% 3.7%

Wholesale and retail trade; 
repairs, hotels and restaurants

3.2% 3.5% 2.2% 3.3% 3.8% 3.2% 3.9% 3.0% 2.8%

Financial intermediation, real 
estate; renting and business 
activities

2.2% 2.3% 1.4% 2.2% 2.0% 3.3% 2.6% 1.8% 2.6%

Other 3.1% 3.6% 2.6% 3.0% 3.6% 2.9% 3.8% 3.0% 3.4%

Overall % 13.6% 15.6% 9.9% 13.4% 15.6% 14.5% 16.5% 11.9% 13.2%

Overall Number 5,165 1,405 840 868 1,269 837 59,744 260,213 2,972,274

%%

 
Source: 2001 Census, Crown copyright 2003.  Note – there are small differences in methodologies used for district and 
LMA figures 
 
2.5 Economic Activity, Employment and Unemployment 
 
2.5.1 Employment rates and economic activity 
 
Table 21: Employment rate, 2004 – 2009 

Area
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Change 
2004-2009

Selby 73.1 75.7 69.5 73.1 79.9 66.1 -7.0

Y&NY 77.2 77.8 75.4 74.1 77.2 73.8 -3.4

Y&H 72.0 72.2 71.8 71.3 70.9 68.8 -3.2

England 72.8 72.8 72.6 72.6 72.3 70.9 -1.9  
Source: NOMIS, Annual Population Survey (2004 – 2009).  Data is for December (based on average for a full year) 
 
Table 22: Economic activity, 2004 – 2009 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Change 

2004-2009

Area

Selby 75.8 77.8 75.4 77.3 83.9 71.9 -3.9

Y&NY 79.3 79.7 79.0 76.8 80.2 78.4 -0.9

Y&H 75.5 75.9 76.1 75.5 75.8 75.4 -0.1

England 76.4 76.6 76.8 76.6 76.8 76.9 0.5  
Source: NOMIS, Annual Population Survey (2004 – 2009).  Note - data is for December (based on average for a full 
year).  ‘Economically active’ people include full time students and unemployed people who are available for work, as well 
as those who were working. 
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2.5.2 Claimant rates and work related benefits 
 
Table 23: JSA claimants – numbers, age and duration, August 2010 

Selby Y&NY Y&H England

Aug-10

Rate

JSA claimants 2.8 2.4 4.2 3.5

Claiming for more than 6 months 1.0 0.8 1.6 1.3

Claiming for more than 12 months 0.6 0.4 0.8 0.6

Claimants aged 18 - 24 n/a n/a n/a n/a

On flow - Off flow ratio 1.0 0.9 0.9 1.0

Aug-10

Rate

 
Source: NOMIS.  n/a - data is not available 
 
Table 24: JSA claimants in Selby, 2000 – 2010 

Aug-2000 Aug-2005 Aug-2006 Aug-2007 Aug-2008 Aug-2009 Aug-2010
Change 
2000 - 

2010

Change 
2009 - 

2010

Number 968 701 927 723 803 1,705 1,499 531 -206

Rate 2.0 1.4 1.8 1.4 1.5 3.2 2.8 40% -13%

Number 295 165 255 190 165 555 540 245 -15

Rate 0.6 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.3 1.0 1.0 67% 0%

Number 165 65 105 85 55 110 300 135 190

Rate 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.6 100% 200%

Number 250 185 290 230 260 500 410 160 -90

Rate n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

JSA Claimants

Claiming for 6 months +

Claiming for 12 months +

Claimants aged 18 - 24

 
Source: NOMIS. Rate changes are percentages. n/a - data is not available 
 
Table 25: Summary of 16 -64 year olds on key work-related benefits, February 2010 

Selby Y&NY Y&H England

February 2010

%

- Job seekers 3.2 2.8 4.5 3.9

- ESA & Incapacity benefits 4.3 4.3 6.8 6.3

- Lone parents 1.0 0.9 1.7 1.8

- Other 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5

Total 8.9 8.4 13.6 12.5

February 2010

%

 
Source: NOMIS 
 
Table 26: Trend for 16 -64 year olds on key work-related benefits in Selby, 2001 - 2010 

2001 2008 2009 2010
Change 2001-

2010
Change 2008-

2010

Number 940 740 1,620 1,710 770 770

Rate 1.9 1.4 3.0 3.2 1.3 1.3

Number 2,550 2,210 2,250 2,270 -280 -280

Rate 5.2 4.2 4.2 4.3 -0.9 -0.9

Number 640 520 520 560 -80 -80

Rate 1.3 1.0 1.0 1.0 -0.3 -0.3

Number 120 150 170 200 80 80

Rate 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.2

Number 4,240 3,620 4,570 4,740 500 500

Rate 8.6 6.8 8.6 8.9 0.3 0.3
Total

- Job seekers

- ESA & Incapacity benefits

- Lone parents

- Other

 
Source: NOMIS. Data is for February.  Rate change is percentage points 
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Table 27: Highest proportions on work-related benefits, Lower Super Output areas in 
Selby, 2010 
 
LSOA Ward Number %

E01027907 Selby North 225 27.7

E01027909 Selby South 270 21.1

E01027905 Selby North 210 18.9

E01027910 Selby South 270 18.7

E01027908 Selby North 175 17.7

E01027892 Fairburn with Brotherton 200 17.0

E01027906 Selby North 155 16.6

E01027878 Barlby 115 14.5

E01027881 Brayton 95 13.7

E01027915 Sherburn in Elmet 125 12.9
 

Source: NOMIS and ONS population estimates 
 
2.6 Occupation 
 
Table 28: Employment by occupation, 2001 
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Number %

- Managers and Senior Officials 5,988 16% 17% 12% 18% 16% 17% 16% 13% 15%

- Professional Occupations 3,528 9% 11% 7% 10% 9% 11% 11% 10% 11%

- Associate Professional and Technical 
Occupations 

4,535 12% 13% 11% 12% 12% 12% 14% 12% 14%

- Administrative and Secretarial Occupations 4,617 12% 11% 11% 13% 12% 14% 11% 12% 13%

- Skilled Trades Occupations 4,919 13% 13% 13% 12% 14% 11% 13% 13% 12%

- Personal Service Occupations 2,513 7% 7% 8% 6% 6% 7% 7% 7% 7%

- Sales and Customer Service Occupations 2,876 8% 7% 10% 7% 7% 7% 7% 8% 8%

- Process; Plant and Machine Operatives 4,197 11% 10% 14% 10% 12% 9% 8% 10% 8%

- Elementary Occupations 4,694 12% 11% 15% 12% 12% 11% 12% 14% 12%

Total 37,867 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

S
e
lb

y

% %

 
Source: 2001 Census, Crown copyright 2003.  Note – resident based 
 
2.7 Skills 
 
2.7.1 Young People 
 
Table 29: Young Pupils GCSE results, per cent Gaining 5+ A* to C passes (including 
English & Maths), 2005 - 2009 

Area 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Change 

2005-2009
Change 

2008-2009

Selby 49.8 48.9 47.5 47.4 48.7 -1.1 1.3

Y&NY 51.1 52.5 54.3 54.5 58.6 7.5 4.1

Y&H 39.2 40.3 42.5 44.4 47.3 8.1 2.9

England 44.9 45.8 46.7 47.6 49.8 4.9 2.2

% Percentage points

 
Source: DCSF: GCSE and equivalent results in England (2008 /2009 revised).   Note - care needs to be taken at local 
authority / district level as pupil numbers are often very small.  In 2009 Selby had 1,027 Key Stage 4 Pupils 
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2.7.2 Adult skill levels 
 
Table 30: Summary of key qualification levels of 16-64 year olds, 2009 
Area No qualifications L2+ L3+ L4+

Selby 14.1 63.2 49.0 28.5

Y&NY 9.8 70.6 54.1 34.4

Y&H 12.8 63.5 47.0 26.6

England 12.1 65.0 48.9 29.6

%

 
Source: ONS, Nomis, Annual Population Survey (2009) January-December figures 

 
Table 31: Percentage of 16-64 year olds with no qualifications, 2004 – 2009 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Change 

2004-2009
Change 

2008-2009

Area

Selby 9.4 16.6 19.4 11.5 8.3 14.1 4.7 5.8

Y&NY 11.0 13.3 13.6 11.5 9.8 9.8 -1.2 0.0

Y&H 15.7 15.8 15.3 14.7 14.6 12.8 -2.9 -1.8

England 14.9 14.1 13.7 13.1 13.3 12.1 -2.8 -1.2

% Percentage points

 
Source: ONS, Nomis, Annual Population Survey (2004-2009), January-December figures 
 
Table 32: Percentage of 16-64 year olds with NVQ level 2+ or equivalent,  
2004 - 2009 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Change 

2004-2009
Change 

2008-2009

Area

Selby 69.7 61.6 60.5 67.2 72.9 63.2 -6.5 -9.7

Y&NY 69.8 66.6 67.2 68.5 70.5 70.6 0.8 0.1

Y&H 60.5 60.6 60.7 61.0 61.7 63.5 3.0 1.8

England 61.7 62.5 63.2 63.9 63.5 65.0 3.3 1.5

% Percentage points

 
Source: ONS, Nomis, Annual Population Survey (2004-2009), January-December figures 
 
Table 33: Percentage of 16-64 year olds with NVQ level 3+ or equivalent, 2004 - 2009 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Change 

2004-2009
Change 

2008-2009

Area

Selby 55.2 39.9 39.7 53.1 55.1 49.0 -6.2 -6.1

Y&NY 56.6 50.0 49.6 52.5 53.5 54.1 -2.5 0.6

Y&H 45.0 44.3 44.5 44.7 45.6 47.0 2.0 1.4

England 46.3 46.6 47.3 48.0 47.6 48.9 2.6 1.3

% Percentage points

 
Source: ONS, Nomis, Annual Population Survey (2004-2009), January-December figures 
 
Table 34: Percentage of 16-64 year olds with NVQ level 4+ or equivalent, 2004 - 2009 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Change 

2004-2009
Change 

2008-2009

Area

Selby 26.2 20.2 22.6 25.7 28.9 28.5 2.3 -0.4

Y&NY 32.9 27.2 27.3 30.6 32.0 34.4 1.5 2.4

Y&H 22.5 22.2 22.7 23.8 24.8 26.6 4.1 1.8

England 25.8 26.3 27.1 28.2 28.2 29.6 3.8 1.4

% Percentage points

 
Source: ONS, Nomis, Annual Population Survey (2004-2009), January-December figures 
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2.8 Travel to Work 
 
Table 35: Commuting patterns to and from Selby, 2001 

Number
% of all 

residents

% of 
travelling 

out to work
Number

% of all 
jobs

% of 
travelling in 

to work

Selby 19,718 51.6 n/a Selby 19,718 63.2 n/a

Leeds 6,385 16.7 34.6 Wakefield 2,713 8.7 23.7

York 4,321 11.3 23.4 Leeds 1,744 5.6 15.2

Wakefield 2,707 7.1 14.7 East Riding 1,694 5.4 14.8

East Riding 1,131 3.0 6.1 York 1,672 5.4 14.6

Harrogate 509 1.3 2.8 Doncaster 1,312 4.2 11.4

Doncaster 411 1.1 2.2 Barnsley 397 1.3 3.5

All other authorities 3,008 7.9 16.3 Harrogate 329 1.1 2.9

Total 38,190 100.0 100.0 All other authorities 1,602 5.1 14.0

Total 31,181 100.0 100.0

Residents Jobs

 
Source: 2001 Census, Crown Copyright, 2003 
 

2.9 Deprivation 
 
Table 36: Deprivation levels by Local Authority, 2007 

District

Number % Number %

Selby 0 0.0% 1 2.0%

LSOAs in lowest 10% of 
IMD

LSOAs in lowest 25% of 
IMD

 
Source: Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2007 (IMD).  Note – there are 50 LSOAs in the district 
 
Table 37: Relative ‘deprivation’ – ranked by Lower Super Output Areas, 2007 

LSOA Code Ward IMD rank

E01027907 Selby North 4,427

E01027908 Selby North 9,267

E01027910 Selby South 9,356

E01027909 Selby South 9,528

E01027892 Fairburn with Brotherton 9,721

E01027906 Selby North 12,401

E01027905 Selby North 13,976

E01027878 Barlby 15,495

E01027889 Eggborough 16,114

E01027916 Sherburn in Elmet 16,364

Selby

 
Source: IMD 2007 (rank is out of 32,482 – lowest value signifies most deprived area) 
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Appendix 1: Map of LMAs in York and North Yorkshire plus immediate surrounding areas 
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Commuting patterns to and from LMAs within Selby District, 2001 
 

Selby Rural 
Table 38: Travel patterns (residents) Table 39: Travel patterns (jobs) 

Area Number %

Own LMA 2,959 32%

Neighbouring 4,091 45%

York 2,089 23%

Selby Town 1,043 11%

Nearby 704 8%

Wakefield 236 3%

Leeds - East 120 1%

Leeds - Wetherby 112 1%

Further afield 1,417 15%

Leeds - Central  410 4%

Leeds - Suburban 248 3%

Total 9,171 100%

     

Area Number %

Own LMA 2,959 47%

Neighbouring 1,825 29%

York 337 5%

Selby Town 783 12%

South Selby 252 4%

Snaith, Goole & Howdens 250 4%

Nearby 1,024 16%

Doncaster 201 3%

Wakefield 595 9%

Leeds - East 137 2%

Further afield 495 8%

Leeds - Suburban 69 1%

Barnsley 186 3%

Total 6,303 100% 
 

Selby South 
Table 40: Travel patterns (residents) Table 41: Travel patterns (jobs) 

 

Area Number %

Own LMA 2,720 34%

Neighbouring 3,031 37%

Selby Rural 252 3%

Selby Town 884 11%

Snaith, Goole & Howdens 360 4%

Wakefield 1,120 14%

Nearby 705 9%

York 434 5%

Leeds - East 171 2%

Further afield 1,627 20%

Leeds - Central  475 6%

Leeds - Suburban 331 4%

Total 8,083 100%     

Area Number %

Own LMA 2,720 39%

Neighbouring 3,346 48%

Selby Rural 217 3%

Selby Town 585 8%

Snaith, Goole & Howdens 654 9%

Doncaster 838 12%

Wakefield 933 13%

Nearby 252 4%

York 96 1%

Leeds - East 72 1%

Further afield 665 10%

Barnsley 106 2%

Total 6,983 100%  
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Selby Town 
Table 42: Travel patterns (residents) Table 43: Travel patterns (jobs) 
Area Number %

Own LMA 3,943 46%

Neighbouring 1,368 16%

Selby Rural 783 9%

South Selby 585 7%

Nearby 1,857 22%

York 940 11%

Sherburn (Selby) 265 3%

Snaith, Goole & Howdens 174 2%

Doncaster 84 1%

Wakefield 303 4%

Further afield 1,437 17%

Leeds - Central  340 4%

Leeds - Suburban 189 2%

Total 8,605 100%  

Area Number %

Own LMA 3,943 50%

Neighbouring 1,927 25%

Selby Rural 1,043 13%

South Selby 884 11%

Nearby 1,312 17%

York 329 4%

Sherburn (Selby) 155 2%

Snaith, Goole & Howdens 380 5%

Doncaster 144 2%

Wakefield 198 3%

Further afield 633 8%

Total 7,815 100%

 
 

Sherburn (Selby) 
Table 44: Travel patterns (residents) Table 45: Travel patterns (jobs) 
Area Number %

Own LMA 2,181 33%

Neighbouring 1,764 27%

Tadcaster area 275 4%

Wakefield 920 14%

Leeds - East 334 5%

Nearby 1,137 17%

York 209 3%

Selby Town 155 2%

Leeds - Suburban 489 7%

Leeds - Wetherby 182 3%

Further afield 1,495 23%

Bradford City and South  74 1%

Leeds - Central  769 12%

Total 6,577 100%

  

Area Number %

Own LMA 2,181 41%

Neighbouring 1,802 34%

Leeds - East 341 6%

Selby Rural 238 4%

South Selby 236 4%

Wakefield 889 17%

Nearby 895 17%

York 206 4%

Selby Town 265 5%

Doncaster 79 1%

Leeds - Suburban 231 4%

Leeds - Wetherby 63 1%

Further afield 476 9%

Barnsley 63 1%

Total 5,354 100%  
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Tadcaster area 
Table 46: Travel patterns (residents) Table 47: Travel patterns (jobs) 

Area Number %

Own LMA 2,225 39%

Neighbouring 1,787 31%

York 649 11%

Leeds - Wetherby 796 14%

Nearby 746 13%

Selby Town 57 1%

Wakefield 128 2%

Leeds - Rural 88 2%

Leeds - Suburban 335 6%

Further afield 996 17%

Town of Harrogate 60 1%

Leeds - Central  503 9%

Total 5,754 100%

 

Area Number %

Own LMA 2,225 47%

Neighbouring 1,547 33%

York 704 15%

Leeds - East 165 3%

Leeds - Wetherby 189 4%

Selby Rural 166 4%

Sherburn (Selby) 275 6%

Nearby 504 11%

Easingwold and Villages 48 1%

Selby Town 66 1%

South Selby 61 1%

Wakefield 98 2%

Leeds - Suburban 102 2%

Further afield 450 10%

Town of Harrogate 45 1%

Doncaster 50 1%

Total 4,726 100% 
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Notes 


